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' Major. General John Sullivan.

- An Interesting Historical Acconnt
- Prepared for ¢The True Wit-
ness,’”” by Mr. J. Phoenix,
of Montreal. '

., General SBullivan’s next notable exploit
was his descent on Staten [sland. The
British holding this island were in the
habit of making raids on the neighbor-
ing territory, anrd carrying off whatever
they thought valuable from the suffer-
ing civil population. To put a stop to
this kind of warfare, Sullivan holdly
determined to m#ke s rsid on the Britinh
posts in turn. His main object was to
oapture about 1000 American mrilitia.

reen eerving the King. These men, from
" their knowledge of the eurrounding
country, were very mischievous foes,
The expediticn, bo'd as it was in desipn
was most prudently concerted, and suc
ceeded in almost every part. Six regi
. ments were put to roat, and a large
number of prisoners were taken, great
quantities of stores were destroyed, £ix
ships were burned and one was captured ;
and, when retreating again to the main
land, the Americans brought with them
arms, blankets, ecattle, horacs, and so
forth, which bad been in possession of
the enemy. Unfortunately, the resr
guard of Sullivan’s forces, some 200 ir
number, allowed itself to be surprised.
and after a stubborn resistance, wis com-
pelled to surrender to a vastly superior
force.

Wehave eaid that tha Americans could
boast of but few succeeses in their revo
lutiopary war. We might have added
that they met with many reveraes and
disasters. With one of the most prom
inent of these the nams of G-neral Sul
livan is largely but nut dishoncrahlv con-
nected. The British cornmnrder, Howe
contrived to ont-mai cenvre Washivgtin

_wherp, in the summer of 1717, the latter
was using all his skill to protect - he sea
of Cobgress, Pbilide!pbia. By & decep
tive rnovement, Howe led tho Amcricar
General in-chief to believe that he mrant
ta crca+ tha river Brandywine at a give
point ; meanwhile he bad sent the maj r
part of his aymy to a ford several mire-
higher up, where they got over withont
molestation. In this juncture Washing-
ton buorried Sallivin, wbo had ecom-
manded his right. wing, to resist them
The Iatter ruddenly found himeelf re-
quired to dispute the advance of th
combined forces of Howe and C wnwallis
with but 4,000 men all told, and ane Lall
of theae were raw levies wino had noever
been under fire before. I'ne position wae

- an upenviable one for a commander

Buceees would have been mirscilous ;
defeat, under any circumstances, is more
or less attended with oblcquy in the
public mind. But Genernt Sullivan,
though unquestionably tender of his
military reputation, knew his duty ir
the matter too well to falter for a mo
ment, He bhad gonn into the quarrel
withou! & personslend to serve ; hia pay
aa a general officer was but scarcily s
fourth of what he was losing; bis
property had been dwindiing and
depreciating rapidly in consequence
. of the prolonged war; and he had
sacrificed withont a muorwur the large
emoluments of a lucrative professional
vractice. Such & man as he could have
but one desire—!0 make the most of his
opportunities, such as they were, for the
benefit of the cause he bad at heart.
“ Forward” was the word; but hie ad-
vance gnard had merched but a short
distance cxe the enemy was struck.
- Sullivan threw out his troops in line of
battle in the best position the time
. al'owed; the British, contident in their
numbers and resources, canie on rapidly
to the attack; ths armies clashed ia enn-
teat and for two long houre, vader the
broiling August sun, half of Sollivan’s
. weafied and dispirited force stoud av bay
“and shook off sgain avd sgaiu tbe grasp
-of the foe. Half, we say, for tha raw
" troops could not be prevailid to make a
* ptand of any kind, but broke and fled in
- gpite of every effort made by their
- officérs to rally them. When the sun
.. began. to declina the American force fell
. back sullenly, loatding and firing ag they
... yetreated forming on every advantageons
- spot of ground, and disputing every inch

“'Skatch of the Life and Times of

11 | for' General Sallivan’s conduct thraugh-{ *
" *] out'the affuir, it compels the highest reé:
.| spect for his. ekill, and the deepest ad-

miration for his courage. His horse was
He rode among the troops from hill to

example; he rallied them when, too
hardly preesed, they broke and got into
disorder; in the midst of the excitement

aboui his ears, he exbibited & cool eour
age which inapired the rank and file with
ardor; while he displayed so much oa-
pacity in geizing on. poiats of resi-tancs
as 1o merit encomium from his officers.
All in vain were his efforts; he could
nnt accomplish a miracle ; and when the
wirg he commsanded was driven back,
Washington’s whole army followed.
Philadeipbia was left uwvcovered, with
open road for the passage of Howe and
Cornwallis. In a little while after the
defeat of the Brandywine, Washington
determived on sttacking the British, who
'‘ay at Germantown. Agajn Sullivan
commanded the right wing. He threw
bimself into the work so earnestly that
in & conple of hours he had driven back
the British left a couple of miles, and
was ou the point of entering the town.
Uufortunately, Washington's left made
noccrresponding advance. The morning
was fopgy, and bodies of the troops in
that divisicn more than once mistook
each other for enemies, and wasted on
-ne annther the hullets which bad been
destin<d for tbe British. The result was
that Sullivap, being left totally unsup-
ported, had to fall back from bhis ad-
vanced position, and Germantown waa
ulded to the list of disasters to the
Americen arms. Sullivan spent the
winter in the camp at Valley Forge,
cheerfully enduring the privations which
all there had to sutfer. Early in 1778 he
received an independent command, and
tnok charge of the-expedition againat
Rhed: Istand. The co-operation of the
French fluet wasrelied on in this expedi-
tion, which would not have been under-
taken otherwine ; the General had got his
forces on the island and was pressiog the
British hard, when the French admiral
rnddenly weighed ancbor and put to sea.
A retreat from the is'and became expe

‘lirnt then, and dSuellivan made prepara-
twons for it ; but the British commander,
s eing the Amerricans deserted by their
Freuch allies, sallied out of his fortified
camp, and engaged the troops at Butt’s
Hill. The two armies were pretty equ-

ally matched as to numbers, The en-
gagement lssted forseven hours. [t was
«aii by Lafayette that it was the best
fongbt battle of the war. At all events
he respective losses reveal superior
¢eneralebip on the part of Sullivan, wh
was the winner of the day. Thae Amaeri-
-ang loat 215, the British 1,028 —nearly

me-filth of their whole force. Qnthe
G-neral’s steff Lhat day two of his brotn-
~r3 served -(slonel Eben Sullivan and

James Sullivan (John's substitute in the
Durhawm enenupter) then at the ags of
thirty-four, Judge of the Bupreme Court
uf Massachusetts, and afierwards Gover-
nor of the same State. It sbould be
menticned that hnt 1,500 of ‘he men
nnder General Sullivan’s command had

aver b:fore been in action. The next
service in which the General was engaged
wag quite out of the beateo track of
civilizrd warfare. Awong the many

devices resorted to by the British for
suppressing the revolaution, the most in-
famous was the employment of Red In-
diuns for the harassment of the border
populations. The S:x Natious, as the
were called—the most formidakle Indiap
oower thay ever existed since the white
man first tred the Awmericansoil-—bad
socepted & Britisb alliance, and made
war in their own ferocious fashion, not
nnly on armed combatants, but on the
dwellere in peaceful settlements. The
romantio valley of Wyoming, lyingin
lone besuty far away on the Suaque-
nanna’s banks, occupied by a simple and
induatrious population, whose toil kept
their fertile sinpes in conatant blanm,
wag among other plicss surprised by &
hand of Red Indian savages led by s
British _colonel. A horrible massscr-
followed. The valley was wholly cleared
of its inhabitants, several burndreds 1n
number ; their houses were given to the
flamee and their growing crops to devas-
tati~n. The waters of the-Susquehanna
were potsoned with dead bodies for weel s
afterwards; the air of the woods around
‘was talnted from & like cause. Indigna-
tion eeized the mind of Qongresa when'
tha news of those deeds of horror came
io their ears. They resolved ‘st onoe—

..-of the way with dogged rvesolution. As

‘preesed an they;were for men, provisions

shot ander him as he issued an order. }

bill, encouraging them by his words and

of the contest, with bullets whistling |
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and materials of war on every side—~to
organize an expedition for the chastise-
ment of thoss Bashi Bszruks. Washing-
ton waa asked to recommend Bn officer
who could be trusted to carry thia expe-
dition throngh with succesa: and the
Father of his Country named Major Gen-
eral John Sullivan, The latter, sbaring
the general indignation, accepted the
heavy responsibility, aithough bis bealth
was then very far from good. He made
his preparationa with all his accustomed
care and foresight, saw everything in as
perfect order as the limited resources of
the government coald admit of, and then
swept down on the guilty Six-Nations.
These latter, reinforced by 700 Biitish
regulars, sent to their aid from Canada,
and guided by a cloud of British officers,
selected a stropg position on which to
ronfront the Avenger of Wyoming.
General Sullivan, turning their flank
made the position useless. The attack
was ordered, So hotly waas it begun that
before balf the American treons could
get into action the foe was baaten heyond
retrieval, and the powerof the nnce for

mdable 8ix Nations gone for ever. For
nearly & month Sullivan followed ihe
Indiaus into their own country, even to
their very capital, laying waste their
towns and fields—meting out to them,
with stern retribution, in all save masea-
cre, the pitiless measures they had
themselves omployed. Then be received
their submission, so far as he bad power
to receive it and promised to use hia in-
fluence with Congress to have the con

ditious ratified—a promise which he did

‘not fail to redeem. When his work was

throughly performed he turned his steps
-agtward, and led his people safely into
the regions of civilization. How truly
thoroughly bis work was done is plain
from the fact that the once dreaded Bix
Nations were never heard of more. Thne
expedition was one requiring the utmost
care, circumspection, foresight and judg-
ment. The wily Indian was the foe; the
district to be traversed mainly tracklzss
w. 0ds, unknown aod intersec'ed with
numerous water courses; the distange to
be measured between six and seven hun-
dred miles, and the resonrces of every
kind needed for the expedition. including
even provisions, should of necessity be
brought along from tho first, since none

Y | of them could beobtained in the enemy’s

country. Oabis return from his Indian
campnign, General Sullivan sent in his
resignation. Five yearaof active service
of the most haruesing nature had told on
even his excellent constitution, and the
fatigues of the last expedition had been
unexceptionably severe. The phyeicians
advised that rest was absolntely neces-
gary for him, Congress of courssaccept
ed hiz resiguation with regret. Wash-
iogton, in a letter full of the mnst com
plimentary expressions, says: “1 flatter
myself it is unnecessury for me to rapeat

to yuu how high a blace you hold in my’

eateem. ‘The confidence you have ex-
perienced and the manner in which have
buen employed on sevexal important o¢
casions, testify the valne Iret upon your
nailitaxry  gislifications, and the regret {
must feel that circumstauces have de-
prived the army of yourservices.” Gen-
-eral Greane, Washington's able second-in-

| commend, wrrote in a similar strain;

and Bullivan borewsth bim into his xe-
tirement the good will, esteem ani affac-

tion of neaxly every officer-of rank and
cbaraoter in the army. T

"Hig last notable

-] Barrington atieets: .

He was pot, however, allowelt> re-
raain long out of the publicsexvice. New
Hampshire elected bim as one of her
delegates to Congress, in the middle of
1781, just six months sfter his retire-
ment from the army. The cause of the
patriota had never before worn o gloomy
an air. The armies were melting away ;
the funances of the country were in 2
wretched condition; disaster followed
disaster in the field; the French flaet
was blocked up at Newport; Arnold bad
turned traitor, and thousands were only
anxious to follow in his footsteps it they
could have done so with impunity. In
a short time after Sullivan’s second en-
trance to Congress a change began.
Military and financial re-organization oc-
cupied his thoughts to gocd reanlt. Un-
der the judicious arrangementa brought
in by him the armies filled up rapidly,
and, in like manuer, the finances of the

‘sountry quickly improved under the di-

rection of a committee of five sugzested
by him, and of which he was the cbalr-
man and the leading spirit. These happy
changes continued nntil the cluse of the
WAar. .
General Sullivan resumed the practice
of bis professivn in his own State, of
which he became Attorney-General, It
is not a little singular that his son George
was afterwards appointed 1o toat
rfice, and that Gaorge’s _son,
Jobn, in tnrn held it also. Every
honor that New Hampshire oould give
the General was freely offvred. He was
elvcted Governor of the State among
other posts. He, on his part, lost no op-
portunity of couferring benefits on her
people. Space forbida me to go throngh
the long catalogue of his eminent ser-
vices ; but it should be noted that,
having set his heart on utilizing the
splendid water-power of the State, he in-
duced a number of French artisans to
emigrate to New Hampshire, for the pur-
pose of teachiog their crafts to her
people, and so laid t.ltxe foundation ofrikt;r

resent great mapnfacturing prosperity.
B 5 service t.(_)g the United
States was the imporiant aid he gave 1
procuring the adaption of the Federal
Constitution, for which several of his
most  distinguished  gontemporaries
warmly thanked him. Washington con-
ferred on bim. the ouly office the state
of his health permitted him to acoept—
the Federal Judgeship of New Hamp-
shire. This was in September, 1789
For a few years he struggled on_t_hroug_h-.
his duties; but at last was visited by’
utter prostration. A little time of wait-:
ing, and then the end came, on the 23d
of January, 1795, he being still in his.
fifty-Gith year. L i .

My skatch, slight a8 it is, puffiviently
patablishes that Joho Sallivan w:s a
very remarkable man, We think that
i+ proves alsn an sssertion previusly
made-—that, baving regard hotk 1o cou-
ception and excent!i.m, American tnde-
pendence ¢wes more to no single man
thau to M.ju-Geveral Jobn Sallivun,
the * Aveuger of Wyaming.”

. M. B. A. INVITATION.

The members of Braznohes 132and 160
Halifax; NS, beg” to iutimate to the
members: of the C.M.B.A. throughont

‘Cunads, that any member visiting Hali-

fax will find & welcomeé. in -tbeir rooms,
Anderson’s building," carng Duke #nd




