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-Skètch of the 1ife and Times of
Major GenetalJohn Sullivan.

n Inteésting Historical Acconunt
Prepared for "The True Wit-

ness," by Mr- J. Phoenix,
of Montreal.

General Sullivan's neit notable exploit
was bis descent, on Staten Island. The
Britisbhol"dinig this island were in the
habit of making raids on the D i2bor-
ing territory, aned carrying off whatever
theythought valuable from the e fi-r-
ing civil populatinu. Tn put a stop to
tbis kind of warfate, Suniv.an hn]dly
deterinined ta mçke a raid on the Britimi,
psa! li turn. Hie main ohbject wa to
capture about 1000 American nmilitia-
mon eerving the King. These nin. fron
tbeir knowleige of the surroundiT'g
country, were very mischievous foes.
The expedition. bod as it was in design
was nicet prudently concerted, and suc
ceeded in almost every part. Six regi
monte were put to rout, and a larg.
number of prisoners were taken, great
quantities of stores were desroyed, Eix
ships were burned and one was captured;
and, when retreating again ta the main
land, the Americans brought with ther
armas, blankts, cattle, horast, and so
forth, which bd been in possession of
the enemy. Unfortunately, the rear
guard of Sullivan's forces, some 200 in
number, allowed itself ta be surprised.
and after a stubborn resistance, was com-
pelled ta surrender to a vastly superior
force.

We have said that the Americans could
boast of but few succeses iiin their revo
lutionary war. We might have added
that they met with many reverses and
disasters. With one of the most pron
inent of these (he name of G-neral Sol
livan is largely but nut disbainerahl con.
nected. The British commninder, Howe
contrived ta out-mai cvr Washingt.n
when, in the sumnier of 1717, the LtIter
was using all bis skill to proit- et ·hP sea'
of Congress, Phil-idelphia. By a. decep
tive mnovement, Howe led the Amcricar
General-in-chief to believe that he mna:.:
ta crea4 the river Brandywine at a aiv,>_
point; meanwhile h bad sent the maji'r
part of bis army to a ford severil mie-
higher up, where they got over withou:îi
mioletation. In tbis jancture Washinig-
ton barried Stillivanîî, wbo had com- i
manded his rigbt wirg, to resist them
The latter sudderily tound himelf rte-
quired ta dispute fhe advance of th.
combined for'es of Howe and C irnwallis
wi! h but 4,000 men ail told, and one hbalI
of these w-re raw levies who had never
been urder tire before. Tne position wî.
an unenviable one for a conmander
Success would have been miraculous :
defeat, under any cirumstances, is oniar-
or leas attended with oblq:ay in th,-
public mind. But General Sulliva,
though unquestionably tender of bis
military reputation, knew bis duty ir.
the matter too well ta falter for a man
ment. He had gonn into th e quarrei
without a personal end t serve; his pay
as a general ofilicer was buf. scarce.ly a
fourth of what ho was lsing; his
property had been dwindling and
depreciating rapidly in conseqience
of the prolonged war; and ho bad
sacrificed witbout a murrour tie large1
emoliments of a lucrative professional
nractice. Such a man as he oould have
but one desire-to make the most of hie
opporunities, such as they were, for the
beneft of the cause he had at heart.
" Forward" was the word; but his ad.
vance guard had merched but a short
distance ore the » enemy was struck.
Sullivan tbrew ont his troops in line of
battle in the brst poeition the time
s1owed; the British, confident in their
numbers and resources, came on rpidly
to t-ho attack; the armes cIbbed in can-
test and for two org hour, under the
broiling August tsun, half of Sul1ivan's
wearied and dispirited force stod at, bay
and shook off again aid agaiu the grasp
of the foe. Half, we say. for the raw
troops could net be prevaik d to make a
stand of any kind, but broke and fled in
spite of every effort maide by their
oflicère to rally them. When the sun
began to decline the American force fell
back sullenly, loadling and firirg as tbey

-retreat-dfoxmin~g on.ever-y advantageous
spot cf ground, and disputing every inch
of the way with dogged resointion. As i

for Qeneral Sdulivan's conducL .through
out tbe uffa&ir, it oompels the highest re
apect for hie skill, and the deepest ad-
miration for hie courage. His home was
snot under him as he issued an order.
He rode among the troops from hill to
bill, enoouraging îhem by his words and
example; he rallied them when, too
hardly preased, they broke and got into
disorder; i the midst of the excitement
of the contest, ith bulleta whistling
about hie ears. he exhibited a cool cour-
age which inapired the rank and file with
ardor; while he displayed so much ca.
pacity in seizing on points of resi-tance

am b met. encomium from hie officers.
Mil in vain were bie effort; ho cou Id
not accomplish a miracle; and when the

r g ne commanded ws driven back,
lVashinetorl'à whole army followed.
Philadelphia was left uncovered, with
open road for the passage of Howe and
Cocrnwallis. Iii a utile while after the
deteat of.the Brandywine, Washington
determined on attacking the British, who
ay at Gerrnantown. gaj nHSullivan

romiiiatited the rigbt wing. Ho threw
himeelf into the work so¿ eurnety that
ia cou ple of bourci ho had driven back

the British left a couple of miles, and
was on the point of entering the town.
Unfortunately, Waahington's lefit made
no corresponding advance. The morning
was foggy, and bodies of the troops in"
that divisicn more than once mistook
each other for enemies, and wasted on
-,ne anotfher the bullets which had been
destinud for the British. The resault was
that Sullivan, being left totally unsup-
ported, had to fali back from his ad-
vanced position, and Germantown was
ïdded to the list of disasters to the
American arme. Sullivan spent the
winter in the camp at Valley Forge,
cheerfully endunrng the privations which
all there had to suiffer. E arly in 1778 he
received au independent command, and
tnok charge of the -expedinion against
Rhcdý Idand. The co-operation of the
French fluet wasrelied on in this expedi-
tion, wbicb would not have been under-
talien otherwise ; tht General had got his
'orces on the island and was pressing the
British nard, when the French admiral
suddeuly weigbed anchor and put to sea.
A retreat from the island became ex e
.1 it-nr.L en, and r3,dilivan made prepara-
tions for it; but the British commander,

eing the Americans deserted by their
Freucb allies, sallied out ofid fortified
oAmp, and engaged Lhe troopus at Butt's
Hill. The two armies were pretty equ-

ilIy matched as to nurîibers. The en-
zrgement listed for seven houri. It was
-aid by Lafayette thitit was the best
ronght battle of the war. At all events
he respective losses reveal superior
xnralship on the part of Sullivan, wh-b
vas the winner of the day. The Ameri-
-ans lost 215, the British 1,023-nearly
'ne-Oftli of their whole force. On the

Gneral's staff Lhat day two of hie brotb-
-rs served C>lornel Eben Sullivan and
Janes Sullivan (John's substitute in the
Durhamx encomunter) thon at the age of
thirty-four, Judge of the Supreme Court
of Massachusetts, and afterwards Gover-
nor of the same State. It should bo
ruentioned that but 1,500 of he men
'inder General Sullivan's comrnand had
ever before been in action. The next
-ervice in which the General was engaged
was quite out of the beaten track of
civilizd warfare. A.rong the many1
devicea resorted to by the Britlah for
suppressing the revolution, the roat in.-
famous was the employment of Red In-
dians for the harsasment of the border
popul'tions. The Six Natious, as they
were called-the most formidable Indian
oower that evpr existed since the white
man first trc d the America:i soil-had
accepted a British alliance, and made
war i ntheir own feroclous fashion, not
'inly on armed combatants, but on the
dwellere in peaceful settlements. The
romantio valley of Wyoming, lying in
lone beauty far away on the Susque-
nanna's banks, occupied by a simple and
mndustrious population, whoae toil kept
their fertile shpea in constant bloom,
was amnong other pIhic's surprised by a
hand of Red Indian savires) led hy a
Brilish colonel. A horrible magsacr.-
followed. The valley was wholy cleared
of its inhabitants, several burndreda in
number; their houses were given to the
flames aind their growing crops to devua-
Ntin. Tbe waters of the-SuFqiebanna
were poisoued witb dead bodies lor week %
afterwards; the air of the woods around
was tamntedl from a like cause. indigna-
tion seized the mind of Congresa when
the news of those deedds of horror came
ia their ears. They resolSved at once-
*preseed as theyawere for mon, provisions
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and materials of war on every aide-to
organize an expedition for the chastise-
ment of thosa Bashi Baz uks. Washing-
ton was asked to recommend an oifficer
who could be truated to carry thia expe-
dition through witb succeass-: and the
Father of his Country named Major Gen.
eral John Sullivan. The latter, sharing
the general indignation, accepted the
heavy responsibility, althoughhis health
was then very far frim good. He made
hie preparations with al his accustomed
care and foresight. saw everything ln as
perfect order as the limited resources of
the governhnent coild admit of, and then
swept down on the guilty Six-Nations.
These latter, reinforced by 700 British
regulars, sent to their aid from Canada,
and guided by a cloud of British officers,
selected a strong position on which ta
eonfront the Avenger of Wyoming.
General Sullivan, turning their flank,
made the position useless. The attack
was ordered. Se hotly waa it begun that
before half the American treons could
get into action the toe was baaten beyond
retrieval, and the powerof the once for
imndable Six Nations gone for ever. For
nearly a morith Sullivan followed the
Indiatis into their own country, even to
their very capital, laying waate their
towns and fields-meting out to them,
with stern retributiin, in all save massa-
cre, the pitilesa measures they had
ihemselves employed. Then he received
Lheir submission, so far as he had power
to receive it and promised ta use hie in-
fluence with Congress to bave the co-
ditionis ratilled-a promise which he did
-net fail te redeem. When his work wae
throughly performed he turned his steps
-astward, and led his people safely into
the regions of civilization. How truly
thoroughly bis work was done is plain
from the fact that the once dreaded Six
Nations were never beard of more. Tue
expedition was one requiringthe utmost
care, circumspection, foresight and judg-
ment. The wily Indian was the foe; the
district teobe traversed mainly trackless
w, oise, unknown and intErsec-ed with
numerous'water courses; the distance to
be measured between six and seven hun-
dred miles, and the resaources of every
kind needed for the expedition. including
even provisions, should of necessity be
brought along from tho firet, since noue
of them could be obtained in the enemy's
country. On bis return from hie Indian
campaigu, Gpneral Sullivan sent l his
resignation. Five yeara of active service
of the most harassing nature had told on
even bis excellent constitution, and the
fatigues of the last expedition had been
unexceptionably severe. The physicians
advised that reat was absolutely noces-
sary for him. Congress of course accept
ed bis resiguation with regret. Wash-
ington, in a letter full of the mmot com
piime'ntary expressione, ays: 'I flatter
uvself it is tinnecessary for nme to repeat
to yuu how high.a îllace yon hold in my'
Peteem. The confidence you have ex.
perienuc-d and the manner in wbich bave
been employed on seve-ral important ce
casions, testify the valie I iet upon your

litsry q Uûcations, and the regret i
muet feel that circumatauces have de-
prived the army of your services.'" Gen.
eral Greene, Washington'sablesecond-in.
comnand, wrrote in a similar str-un;
and Sullivan borewith him into hie e-
tirement the good will, esteem anl affec-
Lion of neanly every officer of rank and
baracte uin the army.
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He was not, however, allowei t re-
main long out of the public service . New
Hampshire elected him as one of her
delegates to Congress, in the middle, o
1781, just six monthe after hie retire-
ment, from the army. The cause of the
patriots had never before worn so gloomy
an air. The armies were melting away ;
the finances of the country were in a
wretched condition; disaster followcd
disaster in the field; the French fleet
was blocked ùp at Newport; Arnold had
turned traitor, and thonsands were only
anxions to follow in his footsteps il they
cou id have done so with impunmty. In
a short time after Sullivan's second en-
trance to Congress a change began.
Military and financial re-organization oc-
cupied his thoughts te goed result. Un-
der the judicious arrangements brought
in by him the armies fiieid up rapidly.
and, in like mnner, the finances of the
oountry quickly improved under the di-
rection of a committee cf yeiv suggeated
hy him, and of which he was the chair-
man and the leadingspirit. These hapPy
changes continued until the cluse of the
war.

General Sullivan resumed tb prActice
of his professien in his own State, of
which he became Attorney-General. It
is not a little singular that his son George
was afterwards appointed to that
rfice and that Ganrge'a son,
John, in tnrn held it aiso. Every
honor that New Hampýhire could give
the General was freely offered. He was
elected Governor of the State among
other posts. He, on his part, lost no op-
portunity of conferring benets au her
people. Space forbida me to go through
the long catalogue of his eminent ser-
vices ; but it should be noted that,
having set bis heart on utilizing the
splendid water-power of the State, he in-
duced a number of French artisans to
emigrate to New Hampshire, for the pur-
pose of teaching their crafts to her
people, and so laid the foundation of her
present great manufacturing prosperity.
HE is last notable service to the United
States was the important aid he gave in
procuring the adoption of the Federal
Constitution, for which several of his
mont distinguished contemporaries
warmly thanked him. Wàshington con-
ferred on him, the ouly office the state
of his health permitted him to accept-
the Federal Judgeship of New Hanp-
shire. This was in September, 1789.
For a few years he struggled on through.
bis duties; but at last was visited by,
utter prostration. A little time of wait-
ing, and then the end came, on the 23d
cfauary' 1795, he being stiilin bis.

fty fth ar.
My skiteha.lsight as it i, sufBoiently

establies that J>hn Selliva, W i s a
Vzry reuttk4ble min. 'Wa think that
i proves alsn an &sseriion pravi titilY
made-that, having regardl boh Io cor-
ception and exocuti,n,~ American i-
pBndence 'wes mord te uC sirigle mal
tlau to Mj m eraJ sullivn,
the "Avenger of Wyo-imung.1

C. M B. A. INVIT ATION.
The members of Branches 132 and 160

Halifax, N S., beg: to intimate to the
members of the C.M B.A throughÔit
Canada, that any memiber visiting Hali-
fax willfind a welcome in their roome,
Andersoan's building, - corner Duke and
Barrington etieqL, ' 27 8


