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IMPORTANT NOTICE.

" All outatanding amounts due to the)
late proprietor of the TRUE WITNESS, in]
connection with the publishing of this
paper and all printing done by this es-
tablishment, are to be paid at the office
of the TRUE WiTNESS, 761 Crailg street,
to the present proprietors, who alone are
authorized to grant receipts. We would
respectfully request of all debtors to this
establishment to kindly settle - the
amounts of our claims a8 soon as_possi-
ble,so as to facilitate the business ar-
rangements for the future.

THE DEVIL VS, THE CHURCH
We have seen how the Devil suffered
defeat in all his attempts to upset the,
Church of Christ ; we have seen that in:
stitution coming forth in triumph from!
the fiery furnace of pagan persecution ;!
weo have seen the failure of the early!
schismatics aad their utter mslgmﬁcance
when contrasted with the greatness of
the Church from which they separated ;'
it Is now time to come tc & most fierce
and terrible enemy that the genius of:
Satan conjured into existence.

Out in the desert of Arabia a fugitive.
resolved to return in triumph to thecity:
from which he had been expelled ; he
raised the fiercest of all cries, that of &
holy war; and this daring and sble
leader soon collected around him the
nucleus of an army. With the sword in
one hand and the Koran in the other,
he raised that chant which made the
echoes of Europe ring for long years—|
“ God ie God, and Mahomet is His Pro-
pbet.” Wae need not repeat the story of
the rise and progress of Mahometanism,
nor is it necessary to detail the wonder-
ful triumphs of the Crescent. Suffice to_
aay that by some miracle of propaganda. .
the followers of the Prophet became as
numerous a8 the sands of their native]
deserts. Easlward, the new and barbar-
ous creed expauded; the places made
sacred by the presence of Christ, the
. very shrines built over His sacred tomb:
and the spots rendered holy by contact |
with the Saviour, fell into the hands of
the turbaned adorers of Allah; the ven-:
geance seeking crescent waved over the
cities where the mercy-speaking cross |
oncestood. Westward along the “Swarth -
Afric shore ” the Mahometans moved,
and muitiplied in moving; they swept .
into Europe, and the tramp of the Sara-;
cen horee was heard on the shores of the:
Manzenares, the trumpet of the Moor|
rang out by the Guadalquiver, and the’
very temples of Spanish devotion became.
the haunts of Moslem desecrators’; the!
Alhambra arose in all the barbaricsplen-
dor of Moorish design, and the Christian
beheld the Moorish moon glitter on the
_ spires of Seville and the towers “of |
Grenada. Over the Bosphorus ‘swept the |
tide of Mahometanism ; in the Byza.n
. ‘tian capital, the follower of the Kora.n ‘meb |
" up his tent and the Turk had come to
.. remain. . But we are rushing ahead of

t_im,e. Let us return! '
- Yonder in Jeruealem, the city of

-

,.j-~saored memones, of prophecles snd of ‘

the hills made sacred by every tradition

impostor was animating his frantic fol-

J|lowers and inspiring them with s blind
courage, origivating in the belief that;

death on battle-field meant life elernal,
while the Holy Land was falling a prey
to the Saracen, while Paynim bands held

il fast the shrines of Christian devotion,
other contingents menaced the very:

existence of the Church in Europe.
{1t was, for a time, almost &
{battle of despair on the part

of the followers of Christ. Once more
did it seem as if the Devil was about to
triumph, that at last his long-sought-for
vengesance was to be satisfied and that
he waa to tear down that institution.
built by Cbrist for the salvation of man.

But that same Christ had said, ¢ that the
gates of Hell should never prevail

against » the Church; He also promised
that He would be with His institution
“ until the consummation of the world.”
Gloomy and forbidding looked the sky ;
the clouds that menaced the existence of

{ the Church seemed to be clouds of dust

raised by the feet of Saracen charzera.
But ever hasit been troe that “ the dark-
est hour precedes the dawn.” Assud.
den as was the cry from Mecca that
summoned the children of the desert
around the standard of the Crescent,
more sudden and more astounding was
the cry that went up from Clairmont and
Placentia, when Peter the Hermit, with
Papal sanction, arose and went forth on
' his wonderful mission over suorope. The
inspired voice of the mighty preacher
was heard in the public places of every

| city, on the green of every hamlet, by

‘I the banka of every river, at the gates of
the lorldly, at the doors of the peasants,
along the slopes of the Appenines, be-

[ yond the passes of the Alps, on the

Rhine and on the Seine, across the Brit-
ish Channel, and even to the shorés of
the Thames. The cry srose: “ It is the
will of God;” and srmies respanded to
the appeal of Peter; & mighty vow went
up to heaven that the Holy Land and
the Holy Places should be rescued from

] the grasp of the aacrilegious Mahometan.
}In thoss *‘ Ages of Faith,” moparchs as

well as beggars were Catholic ; there waa
but one faith, one church, one authority.
That church had spoken by the voice of
Peter the Hermit, and all Christendom
responded.

Then did Richard Cceeurde-Lion don
his armor, and with cross on breast and
sword in hand go forth to join his royal
brotbers in the crusade. Then it was
that Stephen of Blois, Bohemund of Tor-

important called together theirfollowers,
and leaving home and wealtbh,
famlhes, leaving all the allurements and
happiness that wesalth, power and ease

1 could afford, they - turned their faces to

the east, and, three hundred thousand
strong, they left Europe, crossed the
Meditexranean, trod the wilds of Taurus,
fainted under the burning suns of the
Orient, and, .at Iast, beheld, set in the
emerald meadows that line Orontes,
the white turrets and the gray battle.
ments of the Syrian Antioch. Crusade
followed crusade, until the great object
in view was attained and the stability of
the Christian faith in the hearls of
princes and people ‘was made manifeat,
We need not go into the story of l.hoaa
eventful wars; but we refer to that
period in order to-show how, when least
expected, the Almighty raised up the
man to summon the Ghnatlau wond to
arme.

‘Satan’ f?mdmg t.h's.t. by Sohlsm he hll d

; ;}_ﬂ._iulﬁlmenta, the temple of Bolomon was '

to m:ure the  Church resolved to try

replaced by the Cﬁumh ‘of the new dis-
| pensation; but -slas! ‘even there the:
; Mosque of Omar arose all beautiful upon

and recollection.cherished by the Chris-.
Jtian. And while the spirit of the desert

rentum, and hundreds of others equally’

and

other . methodp he insplred ‘Mahomet:
with the idea of appea.llng to the eword,;
and singe the sword was raised to cut:
down the cross it became necessary that’
the sword should be unsheathed to_de-
fend that sacred symbol, But again the
infernal monarch was doomed to disap-
pointment ; the Church wes not to be
overturned - even by the power, the
ubiquity, the ferocity and the numbers
of her new enemies. Asan evidence we
have but to glance at the pages of his-
tory, to read of the Moorish wars, of the
Turkish struggles; we have but to con-
template the world to-day. What has
become of Mahometanism? It is
synonymous with barbarism, or semi-
civilization. The poor, untutored Arab
makes his pilgrimage to Mecga and lives
out & miserable life in dirt, rags, and
obscurity; the Turk, although within
the range of civilization is little better;
he is a slave, & brute, a being without
the semblance of a soul ; his life is any-
thing but one of grand aims. His fate
is evidently sealed, and the first
European crash of war that comes, his
days will be pumbered. But why
point to the gradual decreasein Mahome-
tan influence in the world?- Let us
turn to the Church that the Devil wished
to destroy by means of this fierce foel
Where is the Catholic Church to-day—
centuries after the firat attempts of the
desert fanatic to uproot her? She is
there, seated upon the seven immortal
hills, with the crown of perpetual life
upon her brow, the sceptre of universal
jurisdiction in her hand, and with the
nations of the world, silent before her,
each one listening most eagerly for
avery eyllable that falla or may fall from
the lips of her Suprems Pontiff.
Mahomet’s coffin is said to he suspended
midway between earth and sky—at least
the children of the Koran so believe;
but the Vicar of Christ—not dead, but
forever living—holds a place .midway
between heaven and earth; too sublime
for this world he seems constantly ele-
vated above even its greatest men; not
yet prepared by Cbrist's second coming
for the kingdom beyond the confines of
time, he still remains within reach and
hearing of the world beneath him. The.
Msahometan failed and the Christian con-
quered ; the Koran sank into the obscur-
ity from which it was drawn, and the
gospel of Christ became more and more
known throughout the world; the cres
cent was doomed to defeat, and the
cross was, as ever, destined to triumph.
In a word, the Devil is once more defeat-
ed and the Church of Christ has come
out safely from the ordeal.

VENERATION, NOT ADORA-
TION.,

From the very first ages of the charch
the two practices of veneration fur the
saints and prayers for the dead have been
sanctioned. There is a great distinotion
between the veneration which we pay to
the saints and the adoration of them, as

| the Protestants always smve to call that

mark of respect.

We will here quote from a work, al-
ready referred to in some of our previous
article, “an Irish gentleman in search of
a religion” Having abandoned * the
Catholic religion he went wondering
through the mazes of Protestantism
seeking a creed and finding none.

He says: ** There now remamed little
else to fill up the measura of what are
called popieh supers&lt.xons, but veners-
tion of images and prayexs for the dead ;
and to both of these I find Tertulhan'
lending his sanction. In spea.kmg of
the wife who survives her husband, he
desires that -éhe ‘should - ‘pray:for: her
husband’s soul, soligit- for him refresh-'
ments and offer on the- anmveramea of

‘his death,’ In gnother pla,ge we. find

him traomg this praotxce of apostohcal -'
traditions, not enforced, a8 he nayu, by
the positive words of Seripture, ‘but de- -
livered down from his predecessors:—
thus not only upholding the papmt.lca.l
usage of praying for the dead, but de-
riving his suthority for it through that -
equally papistical channel, ‘Lradition!”

* With respect to- images,” says the
same author, * the use of which, as
memorials, was derived also by the early
Chrigtians from tradition, & passing sen-
tence of Tertullian, in which he men-
tions, as though it were of common oc-
curence, the pistures of Christ upon the
communpion-cups, is a sufficient proof
that the use of images had been, at' the
time he wrote, long prevalent.”

In a ourious work on the eucharistic:
oups of the ancient Christians. (by
Doughty), the suthor has collected, with
much industry, an account of the differ- -
ent materials of which these vessels were
formed, from wood up to crystal,“onyx,
&o., and among the images upon them -
he particularly specifies that of the
crucified S8aviour, snd the good shepherd
carrying the lamb on his shoulders.

“ There appears little doubt, indeed,
that reformed eyes would have been
shocked by such ‘idolatrous’ represents-
tions, not only in the second century of
Christianity, but most probably from its
vary earliest periods.”” In the year 814,
when Leo, the Armenian, assembled
geveral bmhops in order to induce them
to break images, Euthymins, metropoli-
tan of Sardis, thus addressed him:
“Know, sire, that for eight hundred
years or more since Christ came into the
world, he has been painted and adored
in his image. Who will be bold enough
to abolish 80 ancienta tradition ?” From
the same fondness for religious memor-
ials, we find St. Clement of Alexandria,"
in the same century, recommending $o-
Christiang to wear the figure of a fish:
engraved on their rings,—the fish being.
& symbol of the name of Christ. (Clem
Alezand. Opera. Cura. Palteri, p. 288.) -

“1 bad now,” says the religious pil-
grim, “to add to the six notes of Popery
three more,—viz.:—7. Prayers for the
dead,—8. Veneration of images, and 9.
Crossing without end] Assuredly, any
one less determined than myself to find
Protestanism somewhere would have
given up the chase in despair.”

Upon this question of veneration of
images, &c., we will quote from s little
book written by Ri. Rev, J. J. Lynch,
Arxchbishop of Torontae, entitled “ Ques-
tions and Objections concerning Catholio
Doctrine and Practice.” It is a small

-{ volume, yet it should be in the hands of
"| every Catholie. The copy we have is of

the thirty-third thousand that have been
published. - We quote from page 27 and
followin :

“ Question.—Do Catholics worshlp im-
ages of Christ aud His saints ?”

“ Answer.~~No, but they cherish and
hopor them as represeniatives and me-
morials. All civilized- people cherish
and honor-mementoes of their dearast:

.| friends, such as busts, pictures, and pho-

tographs, etc. To dishonor or spit upon
the pictures of royalty, orthe flag of a
nation, would be considered 2 grievous
insult to the sovereign’ or conntry. ‘God
himself ordered images (o be made
(Num, xxi., 8). And- the Lord: said to

"| Moses, ** Make a brazen serpent and’set:

it up for a sign, ‘whosoever being struck
and shall look on it shall hve.” Healo
ordered -cherubims to be - made.: a.nd
plaoed around the ark of the covenant. .
In Catbolic countries images of - Ghmt., .
crucified, and His Blessed. Mother: and
saints .are erected:in churcbea, ‘on. thn
highways and-mountains, ‘dB’>an , operE.
Bible {0 remind: the 'people:of. the'lave
ob: Ghmt. and. His saints: for

‘urge us to love them and




