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DANGERS TO WHICH CATHOLICS ARE

EXPOSED IN THE UNITED STATES.

In an admirable article in the January number of
Brownson's Quarterly Review, containing 2 fotice
of # Father Gury’s Moral Theology,” the writer
pdints out the danger to which the faith and morals
of Catholies in the United States are exposed [rom
the contaminating influences of Protestantism, and
indicates the sources from whenee this danger flows
—AMixed Marriages, and Godless or Infidel Educa-
tion, We give the following extracts:—

There are not wanting Catholics who wonld never
deny their religion, but who are ashamed of it not-
withstanding. It is the religion of the poor; it is
aot fashionable ; its menbers form a winarity of the
inhabitants; the prejudices of Protestants are so
deeply rooted and so active, that Catholics ave per-
sceuted in every walk of life. Now every Catholic
knows well that all these prejudices are based upon
falsehood. Fe knows that all enemies of the Chureh
should be Catlholics, and would he if they were sul-
ficiently humble to prefer the authority of Christ to
their own private judgment. e knowsthat, as only
the Church ean guide man Lo the other world, so only
she can teach Bim how to live in this. Ience, two
modes of action are suggested with reference to Ca-
tholic bearing in Protestant society. The first is the
defensive, apologetic mode. Through the mercy of

+od, Catholics are less familiar with it now than.

they were years ago. The Church is in possession.
No Protestant has a right to attack it.  When he
loes, Lis action is dictated partly by fear, partly by
policy.  His own ground is untenable—his owa house
45 tottering ; he knows it, and he knows that, when

Tie is forced to stand on the defensive, he must he!

sitent, or fly, or submwit. Seme Catholics, who do
vot clearly see this,—although they might if they
would but open their eyes 2ad pluck wp a little cour-
age,—pursue the defensive course. If they would
stop here, less scandal had been given. DBut, in de-

fending Catholicity, they not seldom madé it Cathol-"

icism,—a term which some of the recent converts
from Puseyism prefer to employ. Their preference
of e term is not whotly insignificant.  The Church,
were she what some of lier children represent her to
be, might properly rank as an “éswe.”  To return
10 our timid Catholics,—they seem, at times, to be
ashamed of their religion: They wish it to be re-
spectable and plausible in the eyesof heretics, forget-
ting that the Church can be so only when she ap-
pears as herself, and that she owes no tharks to those
who strip her of her venerable garments, with which
Christ clothed ler, and presert her arrayed accord-
ing to the tastes of the age. It isa vaia effort, for,
alter all their precautions, the air and gait prove her
a being not of this world. These pliant souls lay
great stress upon magnificent churches, fashionable
preachers, full cercmonies, and fine music, things
which certainly belang to Catholicity, but not in
their sense.  Tlhey do not lile to hear of kell, or of
any of the four last things to be remembered, heaven
exceptd ; and this place, according to them, las a
second and tolerably wide gate, through which our
% Protestant brethren” may enter, on the plea of in-
vincible ignorance. That is to say, heretics willully
choose the read to hell, but finding themselves, by
some mistake, at the gate of heaven, wherefore they
wmust be admitted. The soft-hearted persons of whom
we speak do not, of course, tolerate the use of the
word Aeretic, and the doctrive vevealed by Christ,
and taught by the Church, that he who beiieveth not
shall be damned, is explained by them to mean, that
e who believeth not can be saved. All the doc-
trines of the Church which are supposed to be ob-
jectionable to Protestants are either never mentioned,
or explained away. Great stress is laid upon those
doctrines which are supposed to be like Protestant
lenets.  Sametimes, particularly in what is called
good soeiety, an inquiring and sentimental Protestant
lady finds, to her no small astonishment, that she has
been a Catholic for years; and that only the outward
signs of Catholicity, such as attendance upon the Sa-
craments and at Mass, and a few other observances,
are necessary to bring her within the fold. Coupled
with this lubrication of what may lere be fairly
termed celestial machinery, one finds an excessive
tenderness for Protestant prejudices,—a liberal . ac-
knowledgment of the inconveniences of the « Catho-
lic system,”—an exceeding candor in admitting the
force of many Protestant objections, and in blaming
the conduct of Popes, bishops, and priests,—an ex-
treme unwillingness to attack Protestantism, and a
- perfect willingness o aceept, in behalf of the Church,
thie base and contemptuous toleration of her enemies.
Protestants, however, are seldom deceived by any

of these devices. Otherwise, the plea of invincible
iznorance might be put forward in their behalf. But
they know well enough, that the difference betieen

Cathelicism and Cathalicity is total and eternal. The.

most ignorant ammong them are aware of this, although
their ideas concerning it may be confused and ob-
scure. 'P'hey know that it is Catholic doctrine, that
out “of the Church there is no salvation, .and o
amonet of reasoning er of concession will convince
them that the Church will consent, by any possibility,
to be ranked with sects. ITeree tley regard all those
who endeavor to hide their Catholicity with suspicion
or contempt. ~ For the apestate they have no regard
whatever, inasmuch’ as le seldom, if ever, fuilsto
show, by his conduct, thdt his apostasy was caused
by base motives. They hold what are ecalled  liberal
Catholics™ in utter contempt also, and if they ever
profess any regard for them or for formal apostates,
it is only for a season, in orderto use them as vile
tools in their opposition to the Church, They know
well that the Church does not tolerate this « liberal-
ism,”—that she anathematizesit,—and that these
¢ liberals” ave tanught by her to confess their faith,
whole and entire, not only at the loss of their worldly
goods, but even at the peril of their life. Neither
can Protestants feel much respect fer those Catholics
who deny certain articles of Catholic faith, or eanceal
thewn, or explain them away for the purpose of con-
verting Protestants, or, at Jeast, of securing their
good-will. "T'he Protestant may always silence them
with this dilemma < “ Either you explain the doctrines
of your Church cerrectly, or you do not. If you
do, it is not what I supposed it to be,—~it does not
prefer such lofty claims,—it isa mere sect, and J
need not join it to secure heaven. If you do not, I
will suspend my judgment until I can meet another
Catholic who will not be aliaid or ashamed to tell
me precisely what his religion is.” .
Both nataral and supernatural causes are at work
to make Catholics in America more rumerous and
powerful. 'They may, and do, attain a standing in
political, civil, and social life. This result, as it be-
eomes more appacent, will abate the anxiety of those
who wish to see the Church respectable in a worldly
point of view. One obstacle, upon which our ene-
mies-relied, will be removed. They loped to pre-
vent conversion among the bigher classes, by repre-
senting the Church as a receptacle for men too poor
and ignorant 1o go elsewhere. Tvery visit of a Pro-
testant to Turope tends to dispel that potion. Nay,
in Catholic coautries, the tablesare.eflectually turned.
Protestantism appears mean and vulgar, as it is, and
hence Protestants in - Catholic countries, if they be
not “ professors,”—a class of persons rapidly grow-
ing small,—are ashamed of their Protestantism, and
some of them, at tines, almost fancy that they are
quast Catholics. But there are other ¢ institutions”
in America upor which our enemies rely as means for
checking what they are pleased to term the ¢ growth
of Popery.” Of one of these, and the chiel, we
have spoken. It is the necessity, under which a Ca-
tholic labors, of living with Protestants, of hearing
their language, and of witnessing their example. 1le
must be in the world, and yet not of it. Much, if
not all, that he sees and hears among his gencrally
unbaptized companions, is calculated to estrange him
from his Clurch, and to make of him an infidel,—
a result quite acceptable to our Protustant ene-
mies, who care not if a man become a demon, pro-
vided he be seduced from the Church. "Che Sa-
craments, assiduously attended, are the obvious re-
medy for all Catholics so tempted. Yearly and se-
miannual communions do not suffice in our times.—
'The other means upon which our enemies rely are
mixed marriages, democratic institutions, and god-
less schools. :
Marriages, when between Catholics and infidels,
that is, unbaptized persons, are annulled, and when
between Catholics and heretics are forbidden, by cc-
clesiastical law. DMMixed marriages are not intripsi-
cally evil, and the law forbidding them does not bind
semper et pro semper. Father Gury, hawerver,
(Vol. II, p. 374,) regards the conditions without
which such marriages are inadmissible as: founded
upon the natural law. "The principal conditions are,
that the Catholic party shall be in no danger of apos-
tasy, and that the children, without exception, shall
be baptized and educated in the Catholic faith. Tn
this country, as we liave already remarked, Protest-
ants are rapidly becoming an unbaptized people, and
consequently infidels. Hence, in mixed marringes,
most of the dispessations are obtained for disparity
of religion in a strict sepse. Believers are yoked
with unbelievers. The danger of perversion, to the
Catlolic party, or ta the offspring, is as great as when
the Protestant party is baptized ; for infidels, in these
times, hold the Church in deeper hatred than even
those Protestants sometimes oddly called church-
members. Father Gury, ina very few words, de-
clares his judgment cancerning these imixed mar-
riages. Following Benedict X1V, Le calls them de-
testable. Benedict, in his decree super Matrimoniis
Hereticorum,. declares ta be a most doleful thing,

that there should be found Catholics so shamefully
carried away by ¢nsane lust that they will not ab-
stain from these detestadle marriages, which Holy
Church has always condemned and forbidden (perp-
etuo dumnurit atque interdizit.) ‘The Pontift goes
on to praise, in the highest terms, the zeal of those
bishops who deter Catlolics, by the enactinent and ex-
ecution of severe laws, {rom wniting themselves with
hereties by uis svcrilegious bond. ~ And lie admon-
ishes all persons having the eare of souls to see to it,

by opposing all honest abstacles, that Catholies do not

enter upon {hese marriages, which bring peril or
damnation to the soul (¢ propriam animerum per-
niciem). This decree was directed to the bishops of
Belgiuin, but it forms a part of canon law.

These are strong expressions, but no stronger than
those which the Clurch has employed in every age.
St. Paul had said, “ Bear not the yoke with unbe-
lievers, For what fellowship hatl justice with ini-
quity?  Or what communion is there between light
and darkness? But what agreement is there of
Christ with Belial? or what portion bath the he-
liever with the unbeliever 1« TWis 45 o prohilition
of intimate allionces with unlelicvers, und espe-
ctally of intermarriage.”—Kenvick, in Epist. 11,
ad Cor., Cap.vi. ver. 14, 13,

We fear that some Cathelics are hall disposed to
consider marriage with unbelievers as the rule, and
not as an exception barely tolerated by the Chreh,
unblessed, and tolerated with fear and trembling, sece-
ing that sech marriages are too frequently the result
of “insane lust,” or of some equally vile passion.—
It is'true that persons afflicted with this discase are
in the habit of quoting 1 Cor. vii. 14: « For the un-
believing hnshand is sanctified by the believing wife,
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the believing
husband, otherwise your children should be unclean,
but.now they are boly.” «The children were law-
ful. He calls them loly, that is, not unclean.”—
Kenrick, 4aJoc. cit. Tt is probable that they were
called holy for another reason. It was understood
that'she - eanclusion, the offspring, contrary to the
logical rute, shonld follow the better part, the Chris-
tian parent, and thus become baptized, loly. Ttis
certain, that, in some mixed marringes, the unbe-
lieving party is converled to God. DBut it is as cer-
tain, that, in a majority of cases, children born of
mixed marriages come into the world, live in it, or
go out of it, with all the signs of reprobation. So
far as our experience extends, the Catholic party and
the children are saved, if they be saved, so as by
fire. We have yet to see or hear of a wixed mar-
viage which turned out well.  Sometimes temporal,
and, humanly speaking, most unaccountable mis-
fortunes, befell the family. Move rarely, the Ca-
tholic party would apostatize. Very frequently the
same party would grow renriss in the discharge of
Catholic duties,)—an almost inevitable rvesult, inas-
much as “evil communications corrupt good man-
ners,” and no communication is more evil than that
between an unbeliever yoked with a Christian, be-
cause it may be close, confidential, and uninterrupted.
Few Catholics, who have intermarried with Protest-
ants, can say that they have goneforward in the way
of salvation. Many have sensibly receded from
their ficst fervor, - The most commaen resuit of mixed
marriages is the perdition of the children. 1If the
fatlker be an unbeliever, his authority—if the mother,
her slow, but sure influénce—militates against the
life of the clild. Sometimes the infant is not bap-
tized. DMore commonly, the children are suffered to
acquire a dislike, which some demon seewms to foster
in them, of Catholic habits, and they are accustomed
to prefer mere Protestant socicty. They are too
commenly reared in such a pagan way, that they hold
the Catechism and the Sacraments as of little ac-
count,—things well enongh for the vulgar, but scarcely
necessary for them. If a child, under these circum-
stances, be sent to a mixed college or school, his
ruin is complete, a miracle apart. Indeed, punish-
ment, always visible to the eye of faith, irequently
to the common observer seems to be meted out to
this sin, even in the present life. Why should it be
otherwise? In a great majority of cases, the con-
ditions without which mixed marriages are utterly
damnable are not observed. There is danger of se-
duction to the Catbolic party, or to the children.—
This danger, everywhere possible, becames in our
country probable, in consequence of the comparative
liberty claimed and exercised by American children,
their early emancipation from parentat control, and
the pagan nature of the society into which the pro-
videnee of God has thrown Catholics in the nine-
teenth century. Yea, why should it be otherwise?
Mixed marriages are not blessed by the Church. s
there a medium between a blessing and a curse 7—
There are no prayers, no sacred rites, and the priest
is not permitted to assume the signs of his office as
minister of the Sacrament. He stands sadly by, an

involuntary witness of an aet barely tolerated by the

lall concerned.

Chureh. Tt is one of the most dreary events of lis
ministry. He, the dispenser of tle mysteries »f
God, lanws well that the exhibition of human pas-
sages before him too commonly ends in the ruin of
He does nnt assist as a minister of
Giod, for matrimony is a Sacrament of the New
Law bringing grace to sanctify the legitimate union ol
man with woman, and to enable them te receive aml
{o rear their offspring in picty and holiness.  Thesce
things may Le done 10 mixed marriages, and so may
the dead arise.

Our enemivs rely upon gadless schools,—state edu-
cation,—as a means of checking the progress of Ca-
thelicity.  We must admit that they have laid their
plans with infernal skill.  The result will not equal
their anticipations, however. 'I'he attention of the
Catholic world has been directed o this subject by
those whom God hath sent to rule over us, and =«
strugule, which will end in a victory for the Church,
has begin between Catholicity and the State, to see
who shall lave the child. We translate a few para-
grapls, in which 1%ather Gury, as usual, pithily states
the Catholic doctrine—

“ Parents are espeeially bonnd to procure for their
children sound spiritual education. Man
hath a most noble and rational soul, created after God’s
image, and for God, his final and sopernatnral eud.—
Hence parents are stiictly bound to instruet and edu-
cate theie children for God, their Jast and only end.—
Hence matrimony was made a Sacrament, that the
children mizht be born again to Christ, and become
worthy of eternal life. TFor what sauth the Apostle ?
* 1f any one have not care of his own, and especially
those of his household, hie hath denied the faith, and
is worse than an infidel.? . . . Pareits are
bound, either by themselves or by good masters, to
rear their children in good discipline, in the observ-
ance of the commandments, iu faith, und in all things
necessary to salvation. . . . They are strictly
bousd to procure for them masters distinguished for
learning and piery, and 10 see to it that they be not
corrupted by bad companions, discontses, and books....
Parents are guilty of deadly sin, at least generally,
who send their children to” heretical schools, or who
sufler them, for the sake of worldly learning, to sit
under an bevetical, impious, or immoral tencher.”

‘We refer the reader to the chapter on prohibited
books, Vol, 11, n. 754. In the first valume, n. 226,
we find the following sentences:—

¢ It is mever lawful to priat or publish books con-
taining matter against faith and morals, not cven when
ihey comaiu some good matter. . Printers
should, in all doubtfn] cases, eonsult learned persons,
particnarly thoir eoclesiastical superiors. . . .
Such books cunuot be indiseriminately sold, let, leased,
or given away, . . . Obscenc books are to be
destroyed whenever they chance to fall into Christian
hands, They are not legitimate property, and no man
can honestly own or claim them. Like noxions crea-
tures, they shenld be wholly extirpated.”

Amang the worst books in circulation are some
which were written or compiled for the use of sehoal-
children, or for what is humorously ealled scientific
reading. The inanity of many school-books, their
multiplicity, and the atheistical character of some of
them, are evils which are beginning to arrest the at-
tention of even the Protestant community. Little
heed is given to the character of the teachers, and
not much to their qualifications, Normal Schools
are established for them, with what success may be
gathered from the fact, that there are not wanting
among them persons wha do not know how to spell.
What is called Christianity is no recommendation to
them ; Catlolicity is, avewedly, a disqualifieation for
which no degree of scholarship can atone. The con-
sequence is, that the generation now cdueated by the
State will become, not only pagans, but ignorant pa-
gans, The chief aim of those who have the care of
youth seems to he to erect palaces for school-houses,
to muitiply books and ornamental branches of study.
Solidity is so generally sacrificed to show, that our
school system reminds one of a thing which should
he the hiead of a man, but which turns out to be an
empty head, that is worthless except asa hairdresser’s
sign.  Wait a little, and all Protestants whe profess
to beliove in the necessity of religion, and all parents
who care for more than the bodies af their children,
will become convinced of the rottepness of our sys-
tem af state education, and they will join us in pray-
ing for its restoration to its proper place, as a hand-
maid of religion. It has played the vagabond long
enough.

"The peouliar institutions of this country are fre-
quently spoken of by our enemies.as efficient means
for the perversion of Catholics, When they are
urged to describe the peculiarinstitutions upon which
they depend for this result, it is usually found that™
their ideas are indistinct and obscure. State educa-
tion is ane of the first to be mentioned. This insti-
tution is rapidly committing suicide, and, if it is ini-
mical to religion, as it certainly is, it cannot destroy
Catholicity without burying all religion beneath- its
ruins. It will not destroy Catholicity, however.—

The Church has witnessed the downfall of too many



