C MEDICAL INST RUCTU R

Ol' 'I'HB COlIPABATIVE POWEBS OF MINERAL, _AND VE-
i GETABLE hIEDICINEB.I i

R I‘here seems to be an universal dlsposmon , :among ell descrip-
“tions of medical quacks, to abase, decry, and moat foally siaoder,
al] ‘medicines obtained from the’ mmeral whlle 1hey al the same
“time extol the propertivs of those belnnglng to the vegetuble,
lnnadom. To. uccumphsh -an anworthy, or unlawful purpose
with the community, it.ofien, if not always, becomes necessary to
inflame existing prejudlces, and where they are wanting, o ex-
cite, and foster such as may best sabserve the desired end. That
thero has been a geners! prejndice against a few of the mineral
medicines—some remains of which are yet 100 frequently met
with—past cxperience bears ample testimony. - Calomel is the
great bug-bear—the raw hend and bloody bones—that has been
vsed by designing knaves, and -others who deserve compassion
for their weakness, to frighten those who have been - selected as
fit subjects for imposition. With Calome!, al} minerals have
been dragged in, and receive the sume sentence ofcondemnalmn,

] for N0 reason but beloaging lo the same family—Tfor being found

m bud company ; or, perhnps for anather reason, deemed suffici-

_ent by the igoorant; viz, that thoy are medicines of great power ;

,a"d,) therefore. .are capable ofdomo' injury: - 'lhnt wedicines of

e aral- km"dom have done mischiaf by not hmmrr beenJudl-

sly. admmletered, mny be’ lrue 3 nud thata pre]udxce should

b consequence, is very naturnl Such trusfortunes h.ne

heen'! lurned, _hy quacks, fo their own-acéount: ,,they have l':!laed

- ahue and ery ogainst all minerals, und in 1he hope of lhrowm"

“ridicdle upon the profession they term us,’ ‘_‘ Miaeral Doctors.

'i‘hey cry mad dog, and et out. upon the chuse”; and happy are
o lbey it they can succeed in deludiog a few weuk sisters to Join

" with'them in the pursuit, and chime in iWith their cry. The rea-
“won of this uncompromising hostility on the purt of quacks, and
s‘mn'o of their disciples, to mineral medicines; is, that they
L are cﬁlcuuous when employed—und that when misused, they do
injury.” The same argument, if such a notion ‘cun be dignified

“ with the appellation of nrvument can bo apphed to uny thing that

. ‘we-catordrink ; or to any powcr that we employ -in theordinary
: cxoncerns of life. ‘Fire deslrpys our dwellmgs—wnten drowas us
—steam bmlers oxplode und.~destroy hfe—horses‘ mke frwhi nnd

ézjych ustly~bolonws loath‘d‘;‘hnnd thut. d':ni
16 head that- plescnbcd ity ‘ X
L And. ir medrcmes obtumed from tho mineral Iunndom‘posseas sueh
T t;emendous potenc_y, pray what are : vegetnble medxcmaa I
mmeruis ure poisonous ure vegetablesany the less éo ?
* With the word veneluhle, are associated many delnclous arti-
cles of foed 5 und when we ure told ofa vegetable pill, the idea,
perlmps mseualhly occurs, that it is something catuble.:  Vege-

. tables ure nutritious, they ure wholesome articles of food ; ; every
‘body euts them, we cut them every day—these are vegemblv
pulls---uo ninerals liere, no poison-—-they can’t huit you, because

o * they are vegetable.””  This is (b lungwige and logic of empiri-
¢« eism; and with those who are not at the lmuble of lhmkmw for
. themselve s---who close their eyes, and swallow wh.xlever is
N lhru:l into their mouths---xt is believed wuh tha greatest smcent)
"'.Let lhe pl“ be whal n muy—-“hel‘wr it be lhe most acm 8, “acrid,

"":’])arli'\] 3, n);e, to produce futal eﬂecta, vegetables will cause the
" sume result m u fur less space-of time, or evenin a few mo-
- mcms. :
. We shnll now mention a few of the most active of the mineral
‘modlcmaq. and some of those of the vegetable cluss, and the rea-
der can judge for himself which possesses the greatest activity-—in
other words which are the mast poisonous.

Arsenic. This is, occasionally, presciibedin various diseases,
and is one of the most violent of the mineral poisons. In Beck's
Medical Jurisprudence, the carliest time of which he speaks of
veath from toking arsenic is  five, six, or ten hours ;”” and this
i3 probably the shortest permd nt which it can tuke place. It
ki'ls by exciting an intense inflammation of the mucous membrane
lining the throat hind the whole alimentary cunal, which terdiinates
in mortification. Death may ensue without this mﬂnmmnuou ;
but this is its genorul-operation. ‘

‘ Mercury. 'Uhe most active and pohonous of the prepnrauons
- ©. “of this metal is corrasive sublimate ; but many others may, if-too
‘i":n.ely administered, induce diseases ‘that may in a short timé, or
afier weeks or months of suffering, . torminate in death:  Corro-

_ #ive sublimate. destro)s life, according:to Dr. Christison, in ** or-

B 'dmmﬁ cuses, . -in:from twenty- four to thrrly-sxx -hours "7 but it
&,y produce denth mach sooner. |
: .._?tn_!:mony' Agnmst Ihli rcmedv lhere wa: once’ so sxrong a

e , , ‘

RS

= Purl:ament pro}nbmnv the use “of all'its compounds 3 and 1bey.

were not renlored to favor ulJ one of the kings was cured by Vts
means. Its use was again: permmed in 1666. .

'lurmr emetic may- produce death, but not as speedliy ds cor=
rosive sublimale, or -arsonic ; it acts by exciting irritution and
mﬂammauon. Olher prepnrntmns of antimony produce the
same effect as tarlar emetic, though in & much less dewree., e

Cupper. I‘hls mmeml is butlmla used, in any-of its fnrms,
ag an internal remedy. 1t nay produce death within twenty -l'our
hours. ‘It acts as ‘an-irritant and causes inflammation.

Zinc. The solphate of zine, or white vitriol, is occasionally
used as aninternal remedy, and is capuble of destroying life in
the same manner us the one last named.

Nitrate of Silver, Chloride of Gold, and Subn:trate of
Bismuth, are irritating poisons, and cause death. They are sel-
dom used internally. . L

Iron. The Sulphateand Muriale, are irritating pmsons nnd»
may destroy anima) Jife in twenty-six hours.

Lead. On13 one preparation of this mineral, the acetnte, or
sugar of lead, is used in medical practice ; aud-those'who have
used it most deny its ever producmv or bemn cupnble ofproduc-
ing unplensunt results.: ‘ £
. © To this catalogue may be added Sulphurzc, J‘.
.Murzauc nc:ds dnd these “constitute the - most achve Jmneral

the VEGFTABLE REM emrs, \mhlch are said to- be 50 very harm-
fess, ‘and” which, “at'the same u:ne, ure cupdble of ueslroymg
hl'e. o : :

' Ozulic Acid. Tlns acid exists in the common sorrel, Tn its
medicinal preparation it has destruyed life in ten minules. "It
operates like the other irritating poisons ; and, if nottaken in

state of the alimentary canul similar to that induced by the mmeral
poisons,

Prussic Acid. This is the most dendly poison. known,
or two drops has Fkilled a sirong dog in a few seconds.
land relutes that s man, about to be taken up as a thief, took
prussic acid, staggered u few steps and fell.  The- ‘pulse ‘could
not be felt, und there was no trace of hreathmg In a few mx-
nules thers was  single violent expiration,’ i

. One

ah,ohol snlur.ned wuh prussnc ac1d ]n lwo mmutes she fell

s B: Jom
ol‘nn infusion of the root tn core’an’ ague.’“ ‘ .
Elaleri iums - (Wlld chcumber. ) - Tlus ig 80 nnlent a calharhc
{1 1hat medical men seldom useiits S S :
A cuse isveluted in the Boston Medical Mngnzme, and quotcd
by Dr. Beck, ofa female in that city who took six pills of elute-

e l‘yl menuons nfnlal case: ['rom talung lwo glnsses

. ‘..\

arains of the extract of elaterium, and 16 of rhaburb. She died
in thirty-six hours after taking the last pill. -

Colocynth. (Bitter Apple.) This produces violent und in-
cessant vomiting and purging, and deatl in twenty-four hours.

Castor Oil. The seeds from which (his oil is extracted
are copable of preducing inflammation, ulceration, and death.

Croton 0il. A halla drop of 'this operates as a violeat cathar=
tic. - T'wo or three drops rubb°d over the skin of the- abdomen
will a)so cause puru'mg ' :

Julap m ]nrge doaes is an acrld pmson._:

Savm. This exclles mﬂammnnon nud -causes dealh

Pozson Oal..‘ (Ivy ) When npphed to -the’ skm this etcxtee e
violent mﬂammnuon accompnmed with an erupuou of puslules.
We have seen its eﬁ'ecls remain in the system for years,

Doison Sumack is still more deleterions than the last named
vegetable. It nlmost equa!s in viralence the Upas-Tree ; for it
cavses inflamationof the fuce and eyes, lerminating in blindness
by only bandling it, or being in a room where it is burning on the
fire. '

Lobelia. (Indian tobacco.) An acrid peison. . Horses and
cattle are killed by it ; and it often destroys life inthe handa
of botanic quacks.

Opium. This drug and its various preparations belonn‘ tothe
cluss of narcotic poisons. They cause death in a few hours.
Every one knows' that the hubit of taking opium acts upon.the
system like a slow poison, destroying the health, undermining the
strength, annihilating the mental faculties, and rendering the indi-
vidual a mere vegetutive animal—incapuble -of thinking, and
gearcely of moving. It is incredible to what extent this drug
may be taken by those who ‘have been long acccustomed- to ite
use. A single grain'is an ordinary dose when taken mediciazlly ;
and the effects of this remain for twenty-four hours or upwards.||’
But, after a time, the quantity may be. increased to drams, or to
an ounce; and even to a large amount stnll—nnd this is; persevered
in for )enrs, perhaps, befure the system’ ﬁnally ‘succumbs to its

pmsonous influence. Tt-is rolated.of the celebrated Co’erxdrre,

lru:, and' 5,

remedles m the practice of the hr-nhna 'm.» Let us look nov.wat‘ '

sufficient qunnuues to produce death, itmny Jeave a diseased]|.

Haufe-|

Orﬁln s!ntes that'a” servo.ntmrl swailowed a smnll glass full of ,

rium and rhubarb by the advice ofia quuck, making-in all, 24|

tlns “class.” o

{|poison. -

th t, for a lon- Iunc, le !ool. dmlv a pm! of]nudnnnm H thls ls_

reaular opmm ente" ‘seldom lnres- to be more lhan llurty
ofaue.. T S L R

; The:r de]elenou: property bemn 1hn pru
sic acid which they‘ conlm—n. '
TWild Cherry, dnd Black Cher ry, bolh ‘contain - the pruss:e "‘;__Q
acid nnd occ.zswnally kill animals. -
Wild Orange i§ poisonous,. and cattle that’ feed on'its Ieaves ’
are killed, ' : "
Bitter Almonds.
minutes. " .
Peach Keme]:. 'l‘hese are distilled-for the purpose of- imprzegﬁ—-‘_
nating the noyeau cordial. Deck says the 'lute' Duke of Lorraine- ..
nearly lost “his life by ewalldwing. a smali-quantity’ ufthc hquor. ’
Belladonna. (Dead!v nightshade)” “Very: properly pamed: :
deadly. A detachment of one huudred and eighty” l‘rench :0]-— L
diers ate ofthe’ berrles ofllns plnnt. many ¢ of whom dled" -

The essential oil destroyed a cut‘ w fives

_ _Vlhe vse' offe'lch ote. _ _'
¥ Daturu Stmnwmu‘m.‘ (T‘horn Apple. )
- MNicotiana Tabacum. (Tobncco) Slan e
* Coniduin’ .Maculaium. (,[!emlock) t r :
v Cicuta Vir osa. ~ (Water Hem]och) By e
Cicuta .chu.ata._ (Snake’ Weed.—Amencnmﬂemlock ): IR
@Enanthe Crocata. ' (Hemlock dropwort: Dead tongue )a i
- JEthusa Cynapium. (Common fool’ spnr:ley ) - =
" Chaerophyllum Sylvestre. (Wild Chelnl)
Sium Latifolivm. (Procumbent: water-parsnip. ).
Aconitim Napellus, (Monkshood, Wolfsbane, Acomte )r ‘
Helleborus NViger. (Black heileboré.) R
Veratrum Album. (Whlte hellebore.~Indian poke. ) A
Colchicum' .dutumnalc. (Meadow Saffron.) - AR ..
- Digitalis: Purpurea. “(Purple Foxgluve.) ‘
el Mnrztma. (Squill.), 77 L e
‘ ‘Ipcca.cuanha o TR L
"'.Ruia Graveolens."'

s

in & very short time.”
Slrychnos Ifrnam
sm:nlar Lo Nox-vomica.
Laurus Camphora.
- Coceulus Indicus. -
Coriaria Myrlifolia.
(Maushrooms. )
Secul Cornutum. (Eruot -Spnrred Rye )
.;‘(qurred MnIZe.---Indmn Corn.} : N
.(Diseased Wheal.) S T
'(Darnel) ,' o f SR 5
:%(Alcohol) L e e
The esseutml mls of tuusy, wmter-ﬂ'reen, cedur, nnd others of"; )

2 R

{Bean of 'St.'lgnntiua.). Ite 'o;ieraticin "i‘s-‘;:_
N . [ b

(Cumphnr.)» ‘
(IndianCockle.). "~ , _
(Myrtie leu‘ved-‘ Sumach.);‘-' o

There is also obtained from the common‘ potutoe vme, by"’"" n
evnporatmw the expressed Julce a most powerful nnrcouc, which- *
is used as a substitute for opium, and which, doubtless; is capable ‘7 .
of producing death- in no very large dose. There isa narco-lxc S
principle in the hap also, deleterious, and fatal to life. L

A very active catharticis obtained from the common butternut:
_The catalogue of poisons, and active remedial ngents, : be]on"-

jng to the vegetable kingdom, might be incrensed (o infinity.; and:

the one here given, though somewhat extensive, is - extremely

limited.
It has not Leen.our intention, by presenting this, fo frmhten the

|{reader by showing him that medicine is but nnother name for

Bat we did intend to teach him that the ery in favour of
« yegetable' medicine was the song of the syren ; eud we hope *
he has learned that ** veg,etables” are not_the innocent, harmless
things that some persons would fain make the people believe. -
They are as usefu! and as valuable as any medicinal agents; and
to preacnbe them requires-great. kil hnd ‘more scxence tllnn g

usually l‘nlla lo the lot of an lgnumnt empmc. L

THE COLONIAL PEARL

]s puhl:shed every I‘rlday Evenm at sevemeen shlllmgs ‘and | eupenco ;
per annum, in all cases, one hulfto be paid in advence. It is forwarded by .
ilie earliest. mails: to subscribers residing out of Halifax:but no_ paper wilt
be sent to e distance without fayment being: -made in advance.: sNo snbseri-
ption will be taken for & )ess.ierm than six, ;months;:and no discontinuance
permitted but at the regular period: ot -six ‘months; from -the date’of ! sub- -
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