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NOTES BY THE WAY.

‘* Hounds.''—We {fear that the prophetic
threats of Carlyle, in the last century, as
to the fate inevitably reserved for the
wretched squirarchy of England, if their
passion for the chasc did not soon  give
way. to a passion for higher things, have
not had mu.h iffect upon that thickkeaded
lot. Things are, apparently, worse than
evet in tnat benighted island. Where there
were ten packs of hounds in Carlyle's
day there arc at least fifteen packs
now, and the number of horses kept solely
for the purpose of hunting is bevond De-
lief. Anid yet, our young men do not
scem to-be very degenerate : Africa and
the Boers did not find them weakiy or ef-
fiminate. They lived hard and they fcught
hard ; did not sotne at least of their
hardiness derive from their carly intro-
duction to the sports of the field ? Well,
we had plenty .of it in our {time, for we
went to our first Mcet on 15th of Octaber
1831, just a forthmight before we reached
the great age of cight years, and we do
not think our carly expericnce in hunting
‘our
habits or lowering our love of books in
after life. At the present day there are
in England of Staghounds 24 packs, of
Foyhounds 196, of Harriers 127, and of
Beagles 51; in all 396 packs. Of course,
the Beagles are, or at least used to be,
followed by men on foot; the run of
course ridden to by mounted men. Diffi-



