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It has been said that General

“ compared with the old civilizations of Europe,
presents a very interesting field for the student in
this department of study. Though not a national
sovereignty like the United States, and, therefore,
probably inferior to it in that respect as an object
of contemplation and reflection for European
statesmen, its political history, its fundamental law
and constitution, its economic system, its social
institutions and the racial characteristics of its
people are worthy of the close study, not only
of Canadians, but of all persons who wish to
follow the gradual development of communities
from a state of cramped colonial pupilage to a
larger condition of political freedom which gives
it many of the attributes of an independent nation,
never before enjoyed by a colonial dependency.”
Dr. Bourinot’s whole paper—* The Study of Poli-
tical Science in Canadian Universities”—which
may be found in Volume VIL of the Transactions
of the Royal Society of Canada, just issued by
Messrs. Dawson Brothers, is worthy of careful
attention. What he says of the probable effects
of such training in modifying for the better the
tone of the political press, is not only true but

seasonable.
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THE HUDSON’S BAY ROUTE.

Faith, energy and perseverance are sure to be
ultimately crowned with success, whatever be the
obstacles to be surm.unted—unless, indeed, the
project to which these high qualities are Cevoted
be physically impossible. The conception of a
line of raiiroad from Winnipeg to Hudson’s Bay,
which would bring our vast and fertile West,
with its teeming harvests, into immediate oceanic
connection with the Old World, is, as our readers
know, no novelty to the present generation. Such
ascheme, indeed, is in logical sequence to the course
of events under the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
régime for two hundred years ‘before the transfer
of the North-West to Canada. It was sure to
suggest itse!f to men of enterprise directly. or
indirectly associated with the development of
Western Canada.  As far as the maritime portion
of the route was concerned, it would be simply
a continuation of the practice that had hitherto
prevailed, and would thus be in the natural course
of things. It would be simply applying to the
new conditions of the country, after being opened
up to unlimited colonization a method of transport
and travel that had been operated without inter-
ruption since the days of the Stuarts. In the Old
World—even when allowance was made for differ-
ence of climate in like latitudes—there was ample
precedent for it in the sub-arctic and even arctic
ports and waterways of the eastern North Atlantic
and the eastern and western North Pacific.
From the first organization of Manitoba it became
a fixed idea with a few persons of foresight and
speculative boldness that sooner or later Canada
should have its Archangel in our northern waters.
No time was lost in collecting data to show the
feasibility of the route during at least as much
of the summer as would make it profitable. The
Winnipeg Board of Trade had a special report
prepared on the subject, which is of historic
interest as well as commercial value. It was so
highly thought of in England that the author, Mr.
Charles N. Bell, was made a member of the
Royal Geographical Society. Mr. Bell discharged
a task for which historical students are indebted
to him, for, with a zeal and industry worthy of all
praise, he placed within reach of the general
reader facts that had long—In some cases, for
centuries—been hid away in books not easily
accessible to the public.  But his treatise—which
bears the appropriate title of “Our Northern
Waters'—is much more than a series of gleanings
in history. It treats not only of the discovery
of the great bay, of the early controversies as
to its possession, of the foundation and under-
takings of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and of
the long record of voyages 10 and fro, but also
of the resources of the shores, ocean waters and
estuaries—minerals, fisheries, tmﬂ;er, game, in-
ciuding fur-bearing animals and birds of price—
and gives a full and intelligible account of the
meteorology of the region, with seasons of open-

ing and closing navigation. Meanwhile several
other persons had been conducting investigations
over the same ground ; and the Dominion Parlia-
ment, in order to be in a position to give an
authoritative reply to so many eager inquiries, ap-
pointed a Select Committee to take the whole
subject into consideration, and in February, 1884
it began its labours. It was composed of the
Hon. Mr. Royal, then member for St. Boniface
now Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Ter.
ritories, who moved the resolution, the Hon. J. J.
C. (now Senator) Abbott, the late Hon. Thomas
White, with Messrs. Dawson, Macmaster, Desjar-
dins, and other influential members of the Com-
mons. Dr. Bell, of the Geological Survey, Stafi-
Con}mander Boulton, R.N., Mr. Malcolm Macleod
barrister, whose father had resided for years on the
Bay as one of the Company’s officers, Dr. Walter
Hayden, the Hon. Wm. Smith, Deputy Minister of
Marine, C. ]J. Pusey, Esq., of New York, and a
number of other gentlemen of official and practi-
cal experience as to the subject of inquiry, gave a
mass of valuable evidence. The Deputy Minister
of Marine presented a voluminous statement ob-
tained from the log-books of the Hudson’s Bay
Company’s vessels from 1870 to 1883 inclusive
and Mr. M. P. McElhinney, of the same departi
ment, furnished a careful commentary on the pre-
ceding data. The issue of these inquiries at
Ottawa and Winnipeg was that Parliament voted
$100,000 for the purpose of fitting out an expedi-
tion to Hudson’s Bay, which should be in part for
exploration, in part for observation—a series of
stations being established on the shores of the
waters traversed. Lieut. A. R. Gordon, R.N,
Assistant Superintendent of our Meteorologicai
Service, was placed in command of the SS. Nep-
tune, of the Newfoundland sealing fleet, a strong
barque-rigged vessel, built in 1873 at Dundee o?
684 tons gross (466 net), and pronounced in ev’ery
way suitable for the work. She left Halifax on
her mission, on the 2znd of July, 1884. On the
11th of October she was back in St. Johns, and
soon after brief summaries of the voyage appeared
in the leading papers. At a later date full and
careful reports by Lieut. Gordon, the commander
and Dr. Bell, the geologist, of the expedition,
were published, and Mr. Chas. R. Tuttle wroté
and brought out an unofficial history—* Our North
Land "—which covered 6co small quarto pages
All three agreed, in the main, that the terrors
of the ice pack had been exaggerated, but the
record of fresh experience did not materially
change men’s opinions as to the commercial value
of the route. Those who had favoured it all along
found confirmation in the report; those who had
less faith in it remained unconvinced. In 1885
Lieut. Gordon made a second trip to the Bay
to relieve the observers at the stations, and his
report was published in an abstract in that of
the Minister of Marine. The detailed account
of the station observations was given to the world
some months afterwards. They went to show
that the ice set fast in the western end of the
straits during the last week of October, 1884, and
that for all practical purposes the straits remained
closed at that point till the beginning of June
1885. He concluded from the observations thaé
the season of navigation would be rather less than
four months. Sometimes, but rarely, the straits
were clear in June, and there (as in more southern
latitudes) was considerable variability in the dates
of opening navigation. The weather at the
stations during the winter was not nearly so severe
as it had been expected that it would prove. The
thermometer, in fact, had never gone so low as
it does in the inhabited parts of the North-West
During the last five years those who have ha').d
a practical interest in the question have gathered a
good deal of additional information, and it is
believed by the more enthusiastic that once the
route is in operation, improvements in the con-
struction of vessels for moving through floating ice
masses, may be effected which will give a grgater
mastery over glacial impediments, and ultimate]
solve the problem of northern navigation. Ney y
venture never have. It is by experiments thei
have at the time been deemed madness tha
the greatest victories of science have been Woit
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