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polishcd churcliman to unite himself wvith the expedition,
"and assist the cominissioners in such tliings as they might

think uscrul." The object of this. alth. .ugh flot entcred on
the journ ils or congress or expressed in any formai preamble
to the resolution% ik perfectly evident. loi the debates on
the Canada bill. in 877r4. wc are informed that there were one
hundred and fifty thousand Catholics, asid only tbrce hitn-
dred and sixty Protestants %vthin the goverfiment of the
province of Quubec, and it was therefore bcicved that one
of the surest rncans of prompt success with siich a miass of
Ronanists. %vas to show them, by influential men of their own
creed, that their brethiren, over the borders. were up ini arma
and reazly to do battie in JcFence of religious and political
liberty. Tbirec of these representativcs came froin a pro-
vince originally fousided by toicrent Catholics, who had re-
ceivcd a tolerant charter cvcn from a bigoted king.

It is a singular thiaig that Dr. Franklin. who ,now, at the
advancedl age of scvesity, wvas sent on this wild and fatiguing
journey to wvrcst Canada fromi England or sicutralize it, liad
been one of the first sevcntecn ycarï bettore, to urge its con-
quest upon the mother country. Whicsi lie w~as iii London
in 1759, although lie biad no interviews wvitli the minister. bis
conversation on American affairs wvas aIlvays rcspectfülly
heeded by men in power, and *1it bas becn said on good
authority," declares M1r. Sparks,"' that thc expedition against
Canada, and its consequences in the victory of Wolfe at
Quebec and the conquest of that country, may be chiefly
ascribcd to Franklin. He disapprovcd tbc policy, by wbich
the ministry bad bitherto beeil guided, of carrying on the
war against the French in the heart of Germany, where, if
successfut, it would end in no real gain te the British Nation.
and no essential loss to the encmy. In ai companies, and
on ail occaçions. he urged the rcduction of Canada as an
object of the utmost importance. It wvould inflict a bIow
upon the French power in Aine& ica, from which it couId never


