
eOn the Hilory of the Ancient Perfans.

Perfian verb fubfantive, which is the model of all the refl, .are\deducibia
frtm the Sanferit by aneaiy and clear analogy: we may hence conlude,
that the Pàrsi was-derived, like the various Idiaù dialeas, %from' the lan.
guage of the Brdhmans; and I mufi add, that in the pure Perian I find no
trace of any A-rabian tongue, except what proceeded from the'known inter-
courfe between.the P'erfians and Arabs, eipecially in the timeefbAHRAM,
who·was educated in Arabia, and whpfe .Arabick verfes are flili extant,.tQ-
gcther with his heroick line in Deri, .which many fuppofe to be thq
firft attempt at Perfianverfification.in Arabian mètre.: but, without-havr
ing recourfe to other argumients, the compojition of words, in which the gç-
nius of the Perfian -delights, and which that of, the Arabick abhors, is a de-
1:ilive proof, that the Pàrsi fprang from an Indian, and not from an 'Ara-
bian, ftock. Confidering languages as -mere inflruments of kuorviedge,
and having flrong reafbns-to doubt the exiflence of 'gengitne,bQoks in Zend
or Paahlavi (efpecially tince the.well-informed author of the .)abißàu af,
firms the wdrk of ZnarAusIvT to have been loft, and its;plaçç fuppliedby
arecent compilation) Ihad no ihducerncnt,:thoughI had an oppertunity, to
learn what remains ofthofe ancient languages; but I often: convçfed on
them with my friend BAHAN, and both of us were convinced:after fuI4
con tideration, that the Zend bore a, frongrefemblaice to Saiftrit;and the
Pahlavi to Arabick. He had. at my requefi tranflated intoi Pablav theifine
infcription, exhibited in the. Gulilàn, on the diadem Of CvR U;zand:I had
theýpatience to read-the'lift of- words from the Pazend in the appen;ixo
the Farhangi jehângiri: this examinntior gave me perfe çonviïtion, ýthat
the: Pahlavi was a dialea of the Chaldaicb ; and of this curious fa I will

-.exhibit a fhort proof. By the nature of the Chaldean tongue, lr words
ended. in the firfi long 'vowel likejhemià, heaven; and tha.t veryiord,Mn«
gltered in a fingleletter;.we find in the Páteind, together withlailid, night,

-?neyàY, water,'nirà, fire, matrà, ý rain, and a multitude of others, all /Irabick
or -elrew with a Chaldean termination: -fo zainar, by a beautifulmetaphor
from pruning~trees, means in Hebrep to compqfi veifes, and th.nçe,.by an
cafy tranfition'tof ig.them:.and in Pahlavi.we:fee the verb zarnzten, to
fing with its forms zàmrîtnemi 1fing, raizrinid he Jang ; the ver;bal termi-
nations of the Perfian being added to the Chaldaick root. Now all thofe
words are intcgr-l. Iparts of the language, not adventitious to it Éike the Ara-
biêk noùiis and verbas engrafted on modcrn Perian: .and this diftinaion
Convinces niè,' that the diale&c of the .Gabrs, which they pretçnd to be that
ofZE . ,andOf which BA;HaN gave me a variety ofritten fpe-
climens,'is alaté'inventiôn of their:priefns, or fubfequent at leaf.to .the Mu.
felman inðrafion; foó', althpugh it may be:poffible, that a few o.f thefacred
books were þrefeived, as.he-ufed to alert,.in fheets of leador copper at the

-bottom'of wells near Yezd, yet as the .conqùerors. had not pnyafpgiritual,
but a politicali ihte'reft in perfecuting.,a warlilke, roôbi4ft, and iridignant race
o cf irreconcilablè conquered fubjeas,: , longLtine mi have,;lapfed, ;before
the hidden feriptures could have been ifafely brought to light, and few,
Who'could perfealy underffand them., muE then.have remained.; but, as
they continued .tà profefs ýmong themfelves the religion of their forefathers,
it became expedient for the- Mùbeds to fupply the lonf or.mutilated.works
of theirlegiflator by new compofitions, rpartly -from their- impèrlfea recol.

i9 n, a'pai-tIy -frog fuch inoral and rigios qowledge as t1 ey ýleaij-


