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SLINT VALENTINE,
“ To-moerrow is Saint Valentine's Dav,
Allin the moming betime.”

The only ditficuitv tn dealing with the faet
being that it has been St Valentine's Day seve.
ral times before, and that on each occasion hun-
dreds of unfortunate seribblers have scratehed
their heads and bitten their quills to a stnmp—
in the days, that is, when thers were qoills to
bite--to bethink them what te say toan expeci-
ant public, who, in the majority of instances,
would have been just as happy had they said
nuthing at all. iittle
chance in the pineteenth cenwnry of our lorget-
ting the good Saint Valentine, in league as he
is with the Government and ths pastman to re.
mind us of the fuct. 1 wonder if 1 shall be the
first to remind any oue of the arigin of the day,
or, indeed, if there be anyone who has not pre-
viously stored in his memory the facts con-
uected with It in previous discussious ol a simi.
lar character on other fourteenths of February.
And yer, stay, a glance at the Registrar-Gene-

For, indeed, there is

ral's report assures m= that babies, inany indeed,
for that matter, have been given to the world
since the last time I volunteered this informa-
tion. To them, then, let me speak, and tell
them how in ancient times the Romans drew
lots for partuers at their Lupercalin, aud how
the custom in later aul mora Christian times
came to be transferred as a religious observance
to the feast of St. Valentine, bishop and martyr.
Let me inform them, too, that, amongst other
interesting facts, the first person of the other
sex upon whom their «yes may alight on this
eventful morn is fated to be their valentine and
partuer for the coming year. Be careful, then,
young ladies, 1 Leseech you. Resist all inclina-
tion to open the door to the milkman, if he be
fashioned as milkmen usually are. B2 sure, if
vou do sit up till after twelve with anybody, be
sure, ] say, that it is the right man, aud when
Betty brings you word that there is a visitor
below, ask him to send up his card. We cannot
be too careful in these little matters, and the
thought which ix disturbing my rest and pre.
venting me from taking my usual nourishmen,
is that perhaps I may be too late to warn you,
‘und you may have itnprudently gazed upon the
wrony fellow,
Bat I suppoze, after all, itis the post-hag and

anniversary. Valentines so called have under-
gone a change, by no means for the better, in
the last ten or fifteen years. Do you not re-
member, any of you to whom I speak, the
hours you spent, and the bad langnage you
would have liked to use, over that especial piece
of doggerel in which *“ heart” and * Cupid’s
dart”” had played so conspicuous a share, and
which was meant to evoke the compassion of the
reluctant fuir.  Didn't you ever writa your own
valentines? 1 know | did, and very bad ones
they were, too. But then the Valentine poet
had not yet arisen, who for a quarter shouid
provide us with an etfusion which would put
our early eflorts to the blush.

Then, with the progress of color printing and
kindred arts, came the beautiful, as we then
thought them, lace paper valentines, with tigures
and bunches of impossible lowers, which, on
being gently raised, disclosel beneath the im-
passioned verses of the aforesaid poat. Andthen,
too, came the custom of concealing the identity
of the sender, a custom often, 1 fear, broken
through by tacit agreement, when Corydon
feared lest his Phyllis might linger in douli as
to the whenre of her tribute of affection, and
Phyllis murmured over his tnitislsin the corner,
“3illy boy, as if | should not have known it
was him,” which, if ungrammatical, was doubt-
less troe.

Oar valentines are more eostly now, but there
is reason to fear that the love which {reighted
the old ones has left but a Brummagen god to
take his place. The beautiful cards which now go
dying over the world bear nothing between the
Well,
we are a matter-of-fact people, vet parhaps the
old love gets told equally well in new ways.
The valentine has had its day, and ranks now
pretty much with the Christmis carl with its

lines but the compliments of the season.

naked children in mid.winter, an lexotic thiwers
tooming amid the snows.

And there is yet another feature of vur mi lern
Lupereniia, which surely is not an improvement
upon the old oucs.  What are w: to sav of the
coarse and vulgar prints that disfigure the win-
dows of the printsellers, and are tfiteer for the
noble savage to seud to his dusky conssrt that
is to by, than for lulies and gentlemen—
Heaven save the mark--0 much as to finger *
Clever they are not, witty are not, in many cases
iudecent, in nearly all valgar and senseless.
Jusult & man or woman, if needs vou must,
openly, ami where he or anather way have a
chanee to punch your head for it,but do rot send
to any oue an insult in red and vellow under
the shalow of St. Valentine, bishop and martye.

If men, aye, and women, too, could re.lize
Low they degrade themselves by handling such
“* raill+,” surely the trade of the cheap valentine
miaker would perish, or be turned into better sndd
purer channels.  With harmless fun | have all
pussible sympathy, but when it becomes vulgar,
indecent, insulting, it ceases to be Harmless,
nay, it even ceases to be fun,

So may you all have the prettiest of valentines,
ladies, and if a particularly choice one comes
from a strietly anenymous source, remeinber
that I always send mine io that way,

GOSSIP OF THE WEEK.

Wit is to solve the mystery of the origin of
the psendonym, ¢ Soapy Sam,” asapplied to the
late Bishop Wilberfores—or the “synonym " as
hisson, Mr. Reginald Wilberforce, oddly enough,
chooses to call it? Mr. Reginald Wilherforce
himself treated it lightly enough last week, and
said the origin was in the “ 8.0.A.P. of Culdides-
don Collega ;" those letters being earved high
up on the wall of that college, of which the Inte
Bishop wus the founder. The interpretation has
been given as 8. Oxon, the founder, wnd Alfred
Pott, the first principal. But, now, what say
two correspondents of the Times 2 The tirst de-
clares that whereas Cuddesdon Collegs was not
begun to be buijlt till 1853, he had seen the sa.
ponaceous sobriquet in print, as having heen
applicd to the Bishop by some of his High
Chureh friends, in ralation to his “behaviour in
the Hampden aifair,’ in 1847 ; and, further,

its eontents whivh interests us mostly on thiy

that a year or two later—and certainly hefore
1858~ he heard the late Mr. Frewen call ant to
a brother M.P.—* Won'’t you come and hear
‘Soapy Sam I"*" The other pathetically tells
how, so early ag 1845, when a “ boy at Kughy,”’
and on avisit to the late Mrs., Tait's father, he
reecived a ‘““grave but very kindly rebuke*’
from Archdeacon Spooner for huving ventured

to ask—**Is that the man they call ‘Soapy
Sam ¥’ 1 presume the name was really im-
mortalized by Lord Beacousfield in his ocle-
brated reference to ““his saponaccous Lovd.
ship.”

¢ }

Tir frequency of lires in London hias given
rise to a new industry. Formerly it was the
fashion when there had been o large fire at wdry
goods establishment for other houses in the
same trade to buy tha salvage stock and offer it
at stupendous reductions.  Now the coster
monger has gone into the business. He loads
his barrow with half-burned and wholly wet
goods, and drives a roaring trade. 1o order to
prove the wannineness of hisgoods hawiil in the
intervals of doing business publicly wring the
water out of them, « procass which, as tar as ob-
servation gees, has a remarkable etfest npon the
crowd, custom thereafter rolling in.  Whether
he waters his goods as B was want to water his

A NEW ERA IN ENGLISH SOCIAL LIFE.
BY LADY WILDE,

oo

The yenr 1885 is an important and remarkable
epoch in the history ol women, for, in conse-
quence ol the law which cane into eperation the
first day of this year, the whole socisl and legal
position of the sex is changed.  From this time
furth a woman enters the marrisd state no longer
as & bond slave, disenfranchised of aft rigtls
over her fortune, but equal with her husband
before the law as regards paoperty, free from his
contral, and perfectly independent of him in
respect to the use she makes of her fortune.

A woman married ofter that date bas now as
absolute control over her income as it she wore
single.  She can dispose of her property by wale,
deed, contract, or will in any manuer she way
think proper, without asking  permission of
any one.  Henta and dividends can be paid o
her sole receipt the same as to a man,

The obi cumbersome and involved arringe.
nents of settlements and tenstees need no lange
exist, nor will there be any necessity for tha
peenliarly humiliating form uof provision for «
wife's personal eapenses, calied Y pin money
Thea legal barriers were only required to pro.
tect a woman against the chances of uiger

greens it might not be judicious to press too
closaly, but there ate the gwoods partially buneed
anl wholly wet, snl the birrow is cleate l with
encouraging rapidity. 1t ix marvelious to thiok
how many people there are going absut Loudon
te-day with portions of their underclothing par-
tially  burned. We have sull something to !
learn, it seems, in the wav of trade, but th
“eoster T s, s far as o have oheerved, i b
genous to the soil of the old country.
sition on the yeaus, with netes upon his traus-
migration into the varions forms of itinerant

cenddor on this side the Athaties would i
subiect worthy of Dickens.

.
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Tue thought reading of Mr. Bishop, whose
clainms have been the subject of so much coniro-
versy in the Foglish pipers, has been put toe the
practicai testof 4 ruoney loss to himself if b )
failed, and a zain of the sanwe sum to u clarity
it e sneveeded, The trial ook place wt the

Mitttirmonis Hope  Hab, Liverponls Mry
radius of 700 yard« of the Adelphi Hotd. The
sonditions were that if Mr. Bishap fatled he
should give £10 to the Liverpsol [ulinmary,
while it he sueceeded a like sum shonld be de-
posited by the proposer of thz wager, The starte

Hotel, where Mr. Bishop is stayivg

mitter was to b appointed to superivtend the
It was further stipulate D that Mr.
Bishop's head sheuld benveloped in a

proceedings
velvet
sack, and that the anly connection b should e
allewed to have with the “experimentes”
would bes slender wire,
accepted the chulenge both by verbdd declara.
tion on the platform wnd by wdvertisement, anld
the test accordingly tock place on Saturday wt
one o’clock. A cousiderable vrowd assembled
in front of the Adelphi at the hour fixed for Mr,
Bishop tostart in quest of the hidden pin, while
in the hall of the hotel were anumber of gentic.
men interested in the exprriment, including .
Kev., J. M. Skewes and Mr. W. Ladyman. It
was through the latter gentleman that the wager
was mude, and as he was, therefore, responsible

had undertaken the not verv diflienlt task of
concealing the pin, and had, tndecd, at the tine
Mr. Bishop was geady to start, already had
deposited it in its place of concealment some time
previously.  Mr. Ladyman took his position by
Mr. Bishop's side; a pianoforte wire was wound
round Mr. Ladyman’s hand, and Mr. Biskop
having takeu hold of the other ead walked out.
cide on to the steps,  After some mystic passes
with the haud, Mr. Bishop made s sudden dush
into the crowd towards Runelagh street.  After
the lapse of about six mivutes a loud eheer int-
mated that Mr. Bishop wus returning, and true
holding the pin aleft in his hand.  He was ae.
companied by Mr. Skewes and Mr. Ludywan,
and the former, in a brief speech, stated that
Mr, Bishop had won the wager, that the pin
which Mr, Bishop had found was the one the
speaker hal marked before it wus hidden, and
that the intirmary woull consequently recpive
the £1u. *Did Mr. Bishop Jead you or you
him 7 was awked of Mr. Ladyman, and the
all the way.” Mr. Skewes added that he morked
the piu, and that he remained with Mr, Bishap
while it was hidden,

b . !
T pnthusins of ove, will prabidily do so. By

Ndizgude §eheeked
Cdegree for w woman o resign, of herown e
Pwitl, the rights aud sdvanu
DDy obtadned at st frone the legisiature, afier

Cof another,
Ctoe tewdy Leosaw

Bishop was to find a pin concealed within a

ing-pliace was to he the steps of the Adeiphi ¢

and a4 eom.

Mr. Bishop publicly

for the proper observance of the camlitions, he |

enntgh he wayespied coming towurds the hotel |

reply was emphatic, *He led e, most eertainly, !

spoliation wid paunperisty at i time when mur.
nage deprived her of all legal rights over pro.
perty : but henceforth she halds it b her own
hands free from all bondage, and untrammelled
by any legal dizability whatever.

" A woman may, of coune, after amnrriage, .
sigi adl her rights, and make overall Jur pro.

Pperty to ber hushaud, 3f e deserves 1t and

many women, in the full contdenee and tira

thiz impulsive generosity shouda be carefull
for it would be idiatic in the higheat

s o which her sex

the boandage of centuries, and o Strugele for

Cfresdom cariad on bravely and mobiy by wosge.
Cresstott of Frave-learied women for the Last Gy

Vears, . )

There will alwavs be plenty of oppartanity
for the evepeise of ;~‘lli:l‘()u:\ Hh!'lllr»v‘.\‘ withoy:
woman anding berself dowa By dong legad o

Centaents to abeiteate ber persoual nzghts in favoer

Much woulil depenud on the charne.

ter of the lusbamd, andif bes condaet s wurthy

of generous contidente i "‘"“”,“"“ wiil oniv

Cpersanat Ihten for buvets
sake, withaut the inteovention ef Luwvers and
|l("_‘\}.~.

That the necessity of * pin msuey™ inomatn.
monial «wttirwients has pasaed away shouid be o
matter of imtenss congidtalstion to the temal
sex, 1towas vexations and annoving tos wonoa
“of fortune to find hoer persenal expeiines pros ided

for mersiv by a smadl s vl osut of her owa
proprrty, the husband n-.\‘._‘rvin},; Al thee rest for

Chimeself, and givieg the wile no aceonut of it

Sowetimes, i mederate hunschslds, sy
poumds 2 year was constderod sutticient tor o
woman's deess awel othier oxXpenses ;) then g
duatly the ity ot wenbd fall 1o thuy, or
twents, an-d Saably, perlaps, emd tnonodaag,
- huehatd deelsritg that Wonen had oo necd
of money ;) et evervdiing peossary be orders
ard b woubid pav the tiils,

Theu came the svrutiny of the bills —oseasan
of much tersare, and st ordeal of terrot 1o the
wife- ; and mesnwhile stes had o endure the de-
privation of much that makes hife charming and
pleasant. No one e fied dignified, free and
happy without the voutrol of & cortain amount
Cof aoney for the graces, the elegaut adorn.
Cments, and, above all, for the chorities of jife,
0 The hardedrawn Hne of simply paving the

williner's B elosed 4 thousand aveuuss 1o
gontle Jovs aned pleasures inoa weman's dail
life, unboss indeed she descended to ** coaxing”

“and subterfuge to obtain pockel money, or sul

mitted to minute inquisition as ta the o

for which it was required, as if she were 2 @

or a menial.

Al this happened ander the old system it
was, in fact, the law of married life.  But now
svervthing is changed, and o wife can henee.
farth claim and held her independent position
with the dignity of conscious freedomn that
knows ne neal of conviug or subterfuge, and no
impnl-e of wetion in marriad Hife, save those of
perfect ove aud genersus  confidence, 11w
woman hus a fortune of her owa, say three hun-
dred a year, she can exeraise ler right to reservie
at least a hopdred a vear for et personal expen.
ses, white she pgives up the rest for the generad
wood of the household.  Tu the sane way, if she
has three thousand a yvear, let hier reserve one
thousnud and give the rest to the general fand,
and this “without the intervention of any legal
instranwnt, but purely of her own free will, for
circumestanees might arise which would require
her to resume control over the entive amount.

i In Baet, under no pressure or influsnes shonkd
a woman ever resign the legal rights she has ac-
quited over property, or imperil her future
position and comfort aml the claiwms of her ¢hil-
dren by a reckless and unnweessary contidence in
another,

i Women have hevu s long pwlitically non-
existent, that they ahmost tremble  to assert
they have any rights apart from their hoshand.
They require tuch training in habits of self-
assertion amd self-relianee, and full knewledge

col their newly aequired legal rights, in onder
that they may become worthy of the nobler life
of freedom, and better fitted for the higher and
more dignified status, hoth in home and social
life, whieh they are destined leneeforth to oe-
cupy and adorn,

b




