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THE TESTAMENT OF PETER THE
: GREAT.

We hope that we shall bo inistaken, but
presont indications ave ominous of a war
in Europe, provoked by Russia, before the
vear i3 out. Thore iz a mystery and a dash
of fatalisin in Muscovite policy which
render it particularly inleresting, and the
reader will be more fully impressed there-
with on reading the analysis which we
here present of the Testament of Peter the
Great. This remarkable doeument is -
portaut in itself, whether apoeryphal or
not, but from a work by the Jate Mgr.

Gavwe it would appear that its aathenti- |
It was found |
among the papers of the famous Chevslier

city ds heyond dispute,

Los pE DBrausoxt, who was the diplo- |

matie agent of Lovis X'V, at the Court of
Empress  CATHERINE, and {hence trans-
ferred  to  the archives of the French

Foreign Office.  Our spaee will allow only ¢

of a summary of this testament, but
pothing essential {8 omitted :

1, Keep the Russian nation in a con-
tinnal state of war, and bave no respite ex-
cept for the oceasional adjustment of the
exchequer.

1. Draw from the best endtivated stat
of Europe their cfficers during war and
their scholars during peace, 1o onler to
gather bene'it from every source.

L. Take part in every Fuoropesn com-
plication, espeeiaily with Gerssany, which
is nearest and most interestid.

IV. Divide Poland by every possible
means,

V. Slice off Sweden, and isolate Den-
mark therefrom.

V5. Choose wives for Hassiun princes !
ameng the German Prineesses, in onder o

multiply family alliances,

VI Reek the commereisl allinnes of
Eogiand above all others,

VI Stretel continually  nerthiward
alanz the Baliie, and southwand, along the
Rlack Sea

IXC dpproncd ar peay s prssilde o
Comatindisuipde sl dhe lediva. The P
todl retyns cper e e Be He poad per
retine . of - the wearld, Opee There, adl
aodd of Eagliood woudd aradd wthing,

e

X. Keepup the allianes with Austria,

XL Engage Austria to chase the Turk
frony Europe, and offset her jealonsy at the
conquest of Constantinople by giving hw

a portion of the eonguest, which you will

take back again huer.

NIL. Gather around  yon all Greek
schismmtics in Hungary, Poland and olve.
where, and through tlem establish o kind
of sacerdotal supremacy,

1t needs ne noning commentary  to

show how this programme has been atmost |

lteradly attemwpied swnd partially eavried
out, and how many of “the clavses of tha

Will are bring enforeed even st the pres

sent time. Tt will by mone inferesting to

append the views of Napoleon on this!

subject, ag his extraordinary genius was
best able to penctrate into the designs of
the great Prren.
St Helena said to Dr. O/ Meana 09 Within
not very mauy years, Russia will seize
Constantinople, the greater part of Turkey
and all of Greees.  This is as cortain us
Hdhe thing were already dose %0 F *
In the natuml order of things, Turkey
“must fall into the hands of Russing; a
large portion of her popuiation is Greek,
and it may be satd that Groeks ar Kus
sians. Austria can be appeased by giving
her Servia, or other neighbouring pro-
vinees extending toward: Constantinople.
If ever Englsnd can make a solid allinnce
~with France, it witl beto provent the ex-
cention of auchu project. - But Russiaand
Austrin can-always accomplish it even
agninst France, Eogland and Prussia com-
bined.  Once mistress of Constantinople,

~Russia bas the comnerce of the Mediter

ronean. - Of all the Powers, Russia is the
most formidable, espeeially {0 England,

Her soldiers are hraver than tho Anstrians,
and sho can raise as wmany as she hkess

In a hundred years hencs, Europs, anl

In 1817, the vaptive of

especially England, will regret that my
plan of banlking Russia did not succeed.
‘When Farope will be invaded, and be-
comes the prey of barbarians, peonle will
say: ¢ NAPOLEON WAs migur "

. .

ONTARIO LEGISLATURE.

On Jan. $th the grave and reveread Senstors
elected to serve in the Fourth Legislature of the
Vroviuee of Ontario, assembled for the pirpose
of eonmmencing  their aunual review of the [uws
of the aforesnid much begoverned country,

The apperrunce of the Legislators is certainly
of a kind to strike the looker ou with awe and
delight.

At three oclock a quantity of gunpowder
was exploded and the dread person of
i jesty, as represented by the },iceutv'n:\nb(;o-
vernor, entered the Chamber. He was attired
in o gorgeous costume proper for the occa-
sion. He sat down on the Spenker's chair,
which for the nonce answered the purpose of a
Cthione, and tried to look as camfortabile and as
Cmuch at ense 43 it was possible for him under the
¢ eircumstances, This was rather a diflicult matter,
tas for some unexplained reason there was a
P hitels in the proeeedings of the gorgeous cere-
monial and an awkward pavse ensued,

The Lientenant-Governor ““sot,” as Artemus
wanbl say, in his chair, and the ticking of the
eslaock was audible in the apartment, and we
almovt felt inclined to cry out even in thae
wnzust presence ** Speech U0 At last, the official
spokesman of the Government, the Provineral
Seeretary, arase aud informed those present, to
the effect {of course, muceh {o their surprise that
His Honor did not see fit to give them the
privilege of hearing the beantiful speech until
f1hey had elected a Speaker to preside over their
Cdeliberations, The Governor then wrose from
: his chair andd retived towands the door, appurent-
iy meh pleased at being relieved frow hix trv.
ing pesition. ’

Y When the glory that surronnded the Queen’s
Drepresentative had faded out of the Clamber,
fthe Clerk of the Legi
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fature ook bis seat at the

i the table, and the Attorney-General arose in his |

s place and addeessed himself to him.
Thwellers 1o vour city may not bave had the
Padvantage of hearing our Premier,
the weminatel Mr, Clatk, or, as he some-
: times ealled hiin, Col. Clark, for the loity posi-
:tien of Speaker, and explained his reasons.
P The late fimt Commoner, casting rather a
Clonging glanes towards the seat he ld long oc-
. cupied, secondeid the nomination, and Mr, Mere.
it the leader of the Jisthe band that calls itself
{ Her Majestv's Opposition, then arose and admin-
Ddstered somve tafly to the proposed Speaker, suy-
Ving what & nice fellow he was and alf that sort of

thing: The metion was put to- the House and

deciised curried  unaunimously,  and the new

Bpeaker was cendueted {o his chair,

A greatererowd than that which had gathered
. thus on the previons day wssembled in the Cham-
-1 on the 5th to hear His Hunor the Licutenant.

{ Governor give bis teasons why he had ealled the
! Legistative Assembly together for the despateh
ol bastaess. Whether prople were  puzzled to
Pknow what those reasons might beand wers
Canxions to ascertain what o evit would have be-
i Hded the Provines if the Honse had not met, 1
Deannot say, bot whatever eauses may have oper.
i ated i brivging the throng together, the fact
p remadned that there’ it was crowding the apart.
frzent o eXoers,
i Many ladtes wore preseut,amongst whom were
;the danghters of the Lirutenant-Guvernor attired
;1 pale pink silk dresses, making their last ap-
Dpesrance at o the opening of the House us
s Rovalty, sinee ere it assembles again they will
D he relogated to their farmer position of private
! pitizenesses ~-Nie fransit gloria muacndl,
The daughters of the local Prewier were also
Vpresent, arrayed In o very tastetul aud becoming
}enstumes. ‘ ’
It would-have added very greatly to the gaiety
Lof the seene if more of the Jadics had worn
Povening dresses, but the fact is that the greater
g nwmber had on their walking dressesnever took
¢ ofl their closks and did not remove their hats, so
i that the Chamber presented a rather soinbre ape
| },‘Q!ﬂrﬂ]l(‘\‘q R
! At thres o'clock (Royalty isalways punetualy,

H

‘the erashing of the funs was heard  which pro-.

claimed that His Hovor had left his official re-
sidence and was proceeding in stare to deliver
himself of his speech.” He way surrounded on
all sides by a troop of the Governor-General's
hody guard resplendent in tin Lelniets, lest per-
chance 1 suppose) Nihilist,” Communist
sowalist might attemypt to subvert the British
Constitution by doing injury to the angnst re.
presentative of the Quicen. : SR

The Lientenant-Governor entered the Honse,
whereupon every person  present aglow with
loyalty arose to their feet,

“hee newly elected Speaker who was enveloped
in hiis official robes and’ bore ‘in’ his hand nis
three cornered hiat, then came forward and reasd
the self dispumging speech always: mnde by
freshly fledged - Speakers; informing his Honor
how  he haﬁ been chosen by the Assembly to
preside over its deliberations -although he was

and demanding from him the 1\1‘ivil|~go far the
members of -the House of ficedom of speech in
the House, and_the -inestimable advantage of

of thy Governot roplying himself thy Proviucial

Beuretary in a selemu little vot speseh, gave the”

Yesterday !

so-little qualified for the dutivs of hishigh office,”

1
i

i

E

‘Hamilton, Ont,, aged 34,

peciss (o his saered preson at all times, Tustead”

Lientenant-Governor's sssent  to the requests of
the Speaker. ' . : o

The' A. D. C. in waiting then handed to Hia
Homnor the specch which the latter ‘proceeded to
read. : B

The matter contained in  the speech was of
such a nature as ought to have convineed any
person who wax open to conviction, of the fact
that Jocal ‘Houses and local Goveruments are
utterly useless and worse than  useless, as not
only do they not serve any good purpose,but the
expense attendant upon them iz rapidly sapping
the resources of the country.

It has only been a few years ago, since the
whaole system of Common Law and Equity Prac-
Lise was reorganized by the Administration of
Justice Acts, aud now” when the profession und
public have just hecome familiar with the pro.
visions aud things are beginning to work smooth-
Iv, the Government propose to bring in another
Bill to fuse the t'ourts of Law and Equity.

The operation of the Supreme Judicature
Court Act in England has not been so satisfuc-
tory, nor has it been so0 long in operation as to
warrant the Provines of Ontario in adopting »
similar weasure for many a year to come.

Another measure reopuued is the extension of
the jurisdiction of Division Courts. Division
Courts ju this Province have been bad enough
i all conseience whilst having jarisdiction
over only small debts, and the proposal to
extend their power is calculated to strike s
severe blow at the proper administration of jus-
tice,

The Premier admits that County Judges are
on the whale unfavourable to the proposed ex-
tension, a3 net being in the public interests, bat,
nevertheless, he is determined to push it through.

Another measure altogether unnecessary is an
Act for the distribution of the sstates of debtors,
which is to be passed upon the supposition that
the Dowinion Parliament will repeal the Insol-
vent Act without substitating anything in its
place, o theory whichi is extremely problematical.

The only other matter of any importance
tonched npon in the Speecn is the questi o of
pariiament buildings, which appears to e a
pieee of useless extravagauee, as i ail probabi-
fity in a very few years, when the eves of the
people of Canadasre fuliy opened to the iniqui-
ties and extravaganee of ouv present system of
innomerable governments, the abolition of the
leral houses will be demanded and obtained,
and the proposed parliament buildings be left
tenantless, uniesy, indeed, the dream of Toron-
tonians Y realized {2 thing which you Mont-
realers wonkl strongly objsct tol, that Toronta
should witimately Licome the capital of the Do-
mitnton.

he Speech, like everything eise in the world,
geod, bad or tnditferent, at length came 10 an
end, «nd the Governor having passed through
tlie dread ordeal, handed the official document
to Lis AL D (L, and rising up and bowing to the
assembloge, left the Chamber accompanied by
his suite.  The crowd then grulually melied
away, until the members only were. left in- pos-
seasion of ‘the floor ef the apartment. The
Speaker then wok the chalr, and alter passing a
few formal motions the House adjourned.

VERT.
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OBITUARY.

W. A, Himsworth, Clerk of the Executive
Couneil of Canada, aged 66 We shall publish

i a portrait and memotr of Mr. Himswaorth in our

next number, :

Professor MeRerras, of Queen’s University,
Ringston, Ont.  Ie was bornin Nairn, Scot-
Jand, in 1539, and came to Canada at a very
early age.  He eutered Queen’s University in
1847, and took his degree of B.AL in 1850, and
M.ALin 1852,
erdained, and was sent te Bowmanvitle, where
he remained il he was appointed rofessor of
Classies in Queen’s University, in 1844, on the
resignation of Professor Weir. The Professor
was for seversl years Clerk of the late Synod of
the Presbyterian Churceh in connection with the
Churely of Scotland, and, after the union of the
two branches of the Presbyterian Chureh, he
was appointed one of the Clerks of the General
Assembly, in which capacity he was n muodel of
neenracy. © He was one of the best ecclesiastival
Jawvers in- the Preshyterian Church.  He did

not often speak in Church courts, but few men

spoke” with greater. point and clearness. The
sneeess of the endowment fund of Queen’s
College is largely dne to bis exertions. . It was
while sttending and Jeeturiag through the coun-
try on its behall that he eontracted the cold
which led to his death. 1In private life, Prof.
MeKerras was a man of singular geniality, The
Presbyterian Church has lost, in him, one of
her most. able useful ministers, and Queen's
University - an - wecomplished - Professor ; and
there is probably no mau in the ranks of the
University more heartily loved by his brethren
than was Professor MeKerms, The Professor’s
maother, who is ninety-three old, is lying at the
point of death nt Kingston, and, itis feared, will
not be long in following her much-beloved son.

Miss Lillie Lonsdale, actress and writer,.at
We hopé.to be able
to publigh her portrait in'a future issue.

Count Bachasson de Montalivet, life Senator,
formerly Minister-of the Interior under Lonis
Phitippe, aged 75 years.  He leaves very im-
portant and interesting mewmoirs, S

Fdwanl William Coke, painter, Royal Acale-
inician, and Fellow of the Royal Soviety, aged
60 yoars, L .

At the age of twenty.one e was-

M. Poujoulat,'rénrownéd French poleifﬁﬁ: and
historian, aged 70, " ¢ u cune T

. Ax Hisroricat ‘Plerurk.—With the per-
mission ‘of the Colonel of the Regiment a
number of “the Rorke’s Drift men, survivors
of the defence, have been told off to wait
upon Miss Thowpson at :Portemouth, where
she is now hard at work. - Inthe garden
of & friend’s house earthworks, or rather sacks
containing earth, to look as nearly as possible
like mealie -bags, have been set'up, makinga
miniature Rorke’s Drift. Here the gallant de-
fenders fight their battle over -again, and are
sketched in as they stand, Al the principal
figures will be portraits, and we shall have not
oniy a picture of a battle, but the conuterfeit
presentment of many of the heroes who took
art in it. A ludicrous incident, which might
ave terminated tragically, occarred to Mrs
Butler's (Mies Thompson) liost. Fawte de wmiews,
hie had volunteered to represent a Zala at close
quarters. One of the soldiers who had marked
this Zulu for bis own, and brought him down
at Rorke’s Drift, was to rehearse the scene and
fire a blank cartridge at the enemy.  The pre-
liminaries being arranged and the *“Zuin” in
position, the soldier began to load, when, haifin
jest and halfin apprehension, the Zulu 1usisted
upon having the cartridge examined.  This was
done, and it was found that in the excitement
of the moment the man way loading with ball
cartridge !
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SONNET.

“Tia aweet 10 think that for our losses dire

There cometh ever some excelling gain,

And alter fate, with strong-avengioyg ire,

Has 0 us bronght new agonies of pain,

There will be brighter vislons ; we shail reign

Trinmphaut, throned over ruiten days,

And ioour vaa life's lufty glacy-fes

Will blaze ngwearied, flame eterual pralse.

Love doth not tall, bat to he sl restored.

First bafMled, he i& simltered from his craze.

Arnon the later years shail lail him tord 5

Those grander-rolling emplasis of time

Move furward, all vootratied, with one aieard,

Apd cruwn him with their barmony sublime.
Maontreal. C.W. R
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OLINIONS OF THE PRESS.

THE CANADIAN TLLUsTRATED NEWs.—We direct at
tention 10 the advertissmnent of thy Canadian [ustratud
News, together with other publeations wi the Barland
Lithographic Company. of Montreal. The [Tustrat
News ia well worthy the putrovage of ev g
aud we trust that it may find a lurge cireie
this locality. The snbseription price §s 31 pef annam |
tut by a special arrangeoient with the patdishers we ean
furnist it jouinly with the Examiner for 815 per anonin.
Send along the namer pad the cash.—Kraminer. Mount
Forest.

CANAMMAN  ILLUATHATEY NEWs —The (uradtan 11
fusirated Neowr, the only paper ot s kigd pablishied in
the Duminion, bas commenced its 2lst voiame, The
Nzws bas worked its way up 1o the front rank of pictoriat
papers, and 18 8 very ceeditable juurnal to this or any
conntry.  We are glad 1o know tuat tue effurts of tun
proprietots sre baiayg approciatel and the: eirvuiation al
the Canadian Hiutraiod - Inccaasing. -~ Feaner,
ham.

1y another colinnn will be found the advertisement of
the Canadian [Hustrated News It is new in existeoee
over ten yesrs, and us it i8 the only paper of b= kind
in the Dowminton, it ought to be snconraged.— Free Press,
Port Elgin,

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWa.—The Christmas and
New Year's nambers of this excelleat home serial ara
really admirabie in illustrativn and ia letter-press. Threy
are tall af approprinte aad sensonable fiterature, while
thv engruvings Are far soperior to any that we have bad
vel. The last issue, dated January drd, is particniarly
noteworthy. It beging the new volume~—the st very
»pirixed!_\x'mvd the general reader witl find & great deat
of pleasiire in tooking thiough . A pew stery is cuin-
menced. aml there 15 no betier lime than the prosent for
subsoribers to begin takiog in the H:’um‘.:te:‘l N rxr{—-ttn-
natiapal pictorial newspaper of e Dominioo.— CAT .-
icle. Quebec.

FASHION NOTES.

AMuNG new huts for street wear is the toque,
which is woro not only as & bonnet but as & bat, accord:
ing as it is with or witbeat strings.

PLusn is a favorite material this winter, both
for bonnets and for jackets, vests and the rimtnings and
facings of both silk and cashmere costitmes.

LicuT furs should ouly be worn by tlondes,
and the fur borders to seal clouks and jackets shouid be
of short fleece if the wearers are fnclived to embonpeint,

Ax overdress all in one piece, termed the
habit redingote, is fast growing in faver. Thix is ren‘dy
a polonaise” made long-tu the back wnd graceiuily
deaped.

DaixTy bonnets for dolls, in all the new tua-
warials and in the latest Parisiin fashivns, ure shown at
Dougberty's ; miniature copies of the bonnets of the
day. .

HUYOROUS.
Banies will enjoy 366 holler days this-year

“ WAt do you do-wheu you have n cold 17
 Cough,’ was the sententions reply. :

AN Trishman says he can'see no earthly reasen
why women should not be allowed t0 become maedical
men. ’ S o

OPk tramp is so good that he not only obeys
the commandment not to work on the Sablath day, but
Jdoesn’t work on the other six either,

A Broapway engraversreeently made this
mistake 1 Mr. and Mrs, —— respectiuily request your
presents atthe marriage of their daughter.”

A CLERGYMAY,; iu speaking tol one’of hiy
parishioners who was 0 given to angumont rpm it was
diftienlt 1o converse with him on say subjeet. sald,
1 Brathor —— fs =0 aryumentative that he will dispate
with » guidepost about the distanes 1o the pext tuwn,

and argus with a tombitone as 1o lh§ truth of ’lul_ep("

taph.™




