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tains nuimerous stipulations. They
we'e mado to bind, eor they matin noth-
ing. They wer' made to bind the
Britishb Lgislato's, or teir very exist-
ence wotld have boa as absurd as ise-
less.

If the British Logislators break any
one of these without the formal consent
of a mority of the Irish Logislators-
the prosent representatives Of the I'ish
Parliaeinci) t-thei, necessarily, the Act
of Union falls astinder, like exploded
glass.

We pointed out that this resultwoultd

happen if for instance, tue hostile Eng-
lish proposai of reduciung the niumber of
Irish lepresentativos weecarried inito
affect, against the protests of' the tisth
Legislators. It was exprcssly stiptula-
ted, in the so-called Act of' Unioi, that
Irelanid should have a nmnber cf Repre-
sentatives, fixed at one hiindred and tive

consquenlythat stipulation Nvould
be glaringly brokel, and the Act ron-
dered void, if the sad hpstilc proposali
were carried through tbe London Par-
liament by the British Logislators.

This is the ighi t ground tat the
Irish members sIotild take, and vould
take if they had thorighly pi'served
the traditions of Grattan, an realized
perfectly the feeling that they ar-c the
RBepi'esentatives of' a Natiion. It is
pitiable to sec that seveal oft hem have
allowved theimseles to be drawn dowvtn
te discuss the details of' the pr'opositioin,
as though it were a clause in an Englisi
noforin Act, instead of meeting it·as
Ir'ish. Representatives ought only to
aoeet it. Instead of upholding their

dignity as Ambassadors, they descend
ho the rote of clerks in England's ante-
chamber.

It may be said that the English will
dmarit' to oir position as regards this
question. Wc cannot as yot conceivo
what proitexts tlîcy coul possibly a-
lege in the place oretasons, beyond the
old statemnnt that Parliament is mini-
potent. That, hiowover, would bc mis-
applied. Parliament inay be ornnio-
tant over its own legislation, to amnci
or mindo it-but, certainIly, it camiot
alter the clIises of a Tr'eaty vithouit the
concurrence of the parties te that
Treaty. B'itish Lcgisitors camiiot rid
tiiemselvos of stipulations made to biid
3ritish Legislators, unless with the

concurrence and distinct consent of the
Represcitativcs of' those on wlose bc-
hail suci stipulations werc inscrted. Iln
this case the fermai assnt of' the Iriish
Logislators must be obtiined.

But wo doibt whctheri there woild
be such a deiur to this proposition of
our1's as might be supposed. Nay, al-
ready the idea that the Aet of' Union
can bo broken by a breach of ome ofits
stipulations by tho Jritisih Parliament
has ben admitted by the Eiglish niniid.
It is, in fiet, too solf-evident ta bo ig-
nored, except, peihaps, by somne of oiur-
own iceble 'iids.

Tlhc following extract froni a lottoi',
inscited prominently in the Pall .iall
Gauette; concedes and establishes our
aigunit. After ientioning tiait in

a lrgc nixed comp:ny lie icard
Englishmen denouncing Irelnd,'i the
writei- proceeds to prove ouir position:

"The speaker went on te mar iht, in his
judginent, both in law iuid eqliy, the Union

ad been repealed hv Mr. Gladtstoeis Gov-
erinent. He put th ease.in tis way: The
rish ChuiirCb, liv the sixti article of the

Treay of Unioii, ias made an essential part
of the Union. In destroyig the Irish
Chlrbu, M r. ;la1ds.tonýe inicoiscioisIy des-
troyi tie Union. He said that e sihould
te glad te get those Irisini (indeed, he
isd iianoier wnord tan ' ien ' out of te
louse of Coinions; tie said that hey had
been at the beck of any Miniser, toir any
michief, who cho ose te purcalse tiru aid
by any jeb for aitny iieiasu re, however des-
trictive of te kingdoml1n i genieral and ire-

Indt ini particI lar. lie gave as ani insi tlance
the conduct of the I rish iibers and thi r
support of' Sir Robert Peel's free triade
ieîîasires in 18.1G, froin whicli ireland is now
sojustly Sur. Hi e lbserîed, in the course
of taik, that lc saw no need of an Irsh
House ofs Couinions, even il the Union wiere
repeted-that Ireland woul be tmuch better
ruîled b.Y an English and Scotch Paîrliamiinit,.
withoui anv Irush ime ber. I couetss tiat
personallyI have long hteld siiiiiar opinions
wooitht entin o anlliunce t ei-as
being too un î po pil ai' tor publ.icity. 3uît Iy
point is this: nobo Y had anyhing to say te
the contrary-and tfit in a mI ixed coin pany
of all sorts of people, excet J ish. Not, E
voit l have the Iish ponIder this littlestory,

and consider that if the Brlistih public is
>rovoedci a tritle ftrtier it lay tie suîiicient-
y naggravated to put som dep policy

actioni nlow not often pu blicly aLvowedC.."
WO nood not tioible about the an-

mututs of' the wri toi'. It is all the botter
that he shotldl be full of' anintosity te-
w'ards ns. Perhaps it is net altogethe-


