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christians. Pardon ed by Comiiodus, istered in ad places, n v il igcsnsin
hc found himsel a freedman, since by eitics, by ti ignorant as by tie icarncd,

virtue of his condenation to tLho minas, bi lves as by Venen p g'ec dom n1
he had ceased te bo the slave of his cone b l

inastor and iad becone I the slave of, Ycî coule lîcai' to Mai w]ois te baptise,
his secntene "-serus p fle- c-s he legal do iIet look lîpeu tle Inaî bu tpeu tii e
temli hd it; and being.pardoecd tutht (b hes'
sontence ih of nocossi ty boie:no free. .311t bore :gain ii ad-
On his retiuii ta Italy he entered the vcittiig te lie) iîiglîcst ignifias,
rimks of the clcrgy, and lived ton yeirs t lc lii il te net iii tie prit-

at Antium. on a pension allowed hni by douce îvlt is begeticI cf hcr divine
tli Cniii-cli. Ii 202 Poepe Zcphyrinis iioc ta ail nien. 'e have made
caled him to Rome and made him arch- ueitis. p bilips, ci'ves xvit
deacon. Aftei t li death of Zephin is nt tft ci wners, wOIil
the voteso' the clogyand othe people lm" 'u l U icily impAsilf
called Callistus ta the Papal chair. The mestr i'e %usa ch'istia t! aim
disciplin:i-y dispuitcs which trou bledi is s!eve ii ' woi d
the Roman Churh duri'g bis pon tilicate hveoisy ty ciuicoubic i
made hin many deadly ecmies. One eo' tiît civil soofity, wici we have Ill-
theso-the author of the Philoso- rca(il seoî t Chui treat ne ccisidc-
Ih onialOît , has gien us the details a toly. IL '«i iave cii e i'cavci*
just cited. He calls Giliistus "un- astiil gictr ci;tW't va ed

weorti'hy'' "falli bic, " 'itive "' lie tinot Lation te the slave e uton tho
aceuses him of hcicsy ; reproaches
hii with scandalous leni ty tow'rds

sinners; ho oriticises each ocf his acts,
questions lis intentions and on-
deavors te the uitmost to defame his
character--but he noivhere attemîpts to
prove t hlhs elevati ton the lItePapacy was
in valid because he had been a slave. il ad
there been any-even tue slighestdoubt
in those days about this vaidity, this
bitter, this unt i'csonable, tihis iplaca-

ble enemy wouid undoubtedly uaivetv-
atiled hiimslf of it te add another te this
already long list of accusations. Tli
silenec is the best protf that in the
third ccn tury, et a time wh on the G h rch
saw her ranks recruited from the high-
est classes of Roman society; at a
timo when Tortulian couhl cry out
"All d ignity c mes tc us," th facit of
huving been a slave (and that even ae

fugitive cie)vas ne baur to eevation tc
tue Chair of Peter. eDos not this

pnove Ocnciusively our propos tion, tihat
the highest dignities of the Chnrcl woie
open to the slive, ind that in the Cliuicl
if no where clsc, perfect eyalite " h-

taiidci ?
A passage in the ccatechisn of St.

Cyril of Alexandrin shoevs priists and
clores who had originally been slaves
atmninisterng the Saeraments te hei

faithful. " At the timo Of baptisn
he says l when you approach bishops cr
priestsor deacons (for grace is admin-

saiictuary froi iiiteriestel motives. To
avoid all this the Apostolic Constitutions

anid tho early canlons whiich have preseiv-
cd fMr us se much of the early discipl!in

of the Cliuirc ferbid a slave teo bi aised
te the priesthood, unless iis Imiaster lias
aiready given iiiim his freedomi. lhey
cita as e procodntlt the examplo of

Onesimus, theslave cf Philenon, ireed at
tho request cf St. Paiul and made pricst

by lit apostle.
Thes canons however, appc:r later on.

ta have hald te give w.ay borre th&
daily increasiig hatred of slavery be-
gotten by the spirit, of equnaity asscrted
in tue Church. I tue 4ti century the

rakIIIs of the clergy w%'erc tcr owded witih
saives. y he letters of St Bsil antd of
St. Grgory Naintzen reveal a eîî'ions
opcisod cf tis period. St. Rasii and St.

Gregoiry hald consecrt'eed as bishop tho
slhve of a rich Chistia tien, e;î led 
Simtplicia, who evidently had not grIaint-
cd pemIu 'ssioi te hler si:îve te enter holy

arides. iious and very popular aur
siva wasraised te the episcopat :Igainst
hs will. St Gr'gory thnts tIeoids the
consecrationiI, Jw couîld we rosist the

teii-s of all the inhabitants of' a little
village lest in acosert coimtry who long
witot a siperd, askcd foi' some eono
te take care t tho'ir souls." Simpliia,
vith an obstinaey common to pious
matrons, claimd ier slave and tiat-
cned te, nforcoi her claim beforc the lay


