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“FAITH COMETH BY HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD."—Paul.

SAINT JOHN, N. B, DECEMBER, 1884

No. 2.

Ahe @hristing.

CHRISTIAN CHARITY.

C. FORD,

‘ And now abideth faith, Lojje, charity, these three;
but the greatest of these is charity.” —1 Cor. xiii. 13 o

Without faith it is impossible to please God,
but charity is greater than faith. Aguin, the
Scripturessay, “we are saved by hope,” yet char-
ity is greater than hope. When we1ead of the
wonderful triumphs of faith we ask, Cun there
be anything greater than faith §  And wlen we
consider hope, sweet Lope, we wonder Lhuw any
feature of the Christian religiou can possibly Le
greater than this! But the samo Word from
which we learn of the tiriumpbs of faith, aud
the sweet influence of hope, tells us that love is
the greatest of these, W cannot, then, do bet-
ter than to study this, the greatest of all Chris-
tinn graces.

The inspired penman gives us two sices of
ihis great subject. He shows us what love will
do, and what it will not du. As we judge of
the tree by its fruits, so can we decide whkether
we are partakers of this grace, by looking inlo
our hearts and studying our motives and actions.
If the thoughts of our heaits and the deeds of
our lives are in harmony with this principle of
love, then are we indeed the children of God.
But if wb find the fruits of the flesh, then are
we yet strangers to the spiiit of grace, and with-
out & reason for the hope of cternal life.

What then will love do? 1. It suffers long,
and is kind,, This is God-like, Were it not
for His long suffering, tender mercy, we would
not to-day enjoy the hope of seeing Him in
glory and being made like our ) 'essed Saviour.
Are we striving to be patiakers of His nature,
that we may indeed seo Him as He is, and e
made like Him? 2, Love rejoiceth in tho truth.

BY E.

Him because o was better than they, and be-
cause He exposed their hypoerisy. The same
wicked spiiit, born of the Desil, is Jdoiny its
work in the world and in the church. Oh!
the hard sayings and havd thoughts that ave
continually springing up from hearts filled with
this evil spirit. *‘Love and envy cannot possess
the same hLeart. Love vaunteth not itself, is
not puffed up.” He who thought it not robbery
to Le equal with God, made himself of no ropu-
tation, but humbled himself, and became obedi-
ent to death, even the death of the cross ; und
thiy He did to save sinnets.  To be followers of
Him woe must not be ligh-minded, but have
Lrotlerly love, in Lonor preferring one another,
* Love does not behave itself unseemly.”  There
are no improper actions done in Christian char-
ity, nor does it scek its own. There is nothing
selfish in love. Tt looks not on its own things,
nor does it study its own selfish ends, but rather
studies tho welfure of another.” Christ laid aside
His glovy for a time, that Xe might, iu the flesh,
provide salvation for man; so, we, as imitators
of 1im, must be unselfish, and labor for the
good of our brother man. ,

“Love is not easily provuked,and thinketh no
evil.” It is.not suspicious. The human heart is
ever looking o the dark side. Being evil, it
sces evil in everything. Even the pure life of
Jesus was evil in the sight of Ilis enemies. To
the pure all things are pure, but the impure
lieart sees evil everywhere. Love is not looking
fur evil, nor does it rejoice in iniquity. All
forms of sin are painful to the heart imbued
with the spirit of love, for God is love, and le
who hath God cannot enjoy sin.  Let us, then,
examine our heurts and actions, and see kow far
they are in harmony with this spirit of love,
and wherein we find ourselves lacking, let us
work up to this Divine model. To cultivate
this spitit of love is to sow to the spirit, the cnd
of which is eternal life, But to neglect this, and
follow the natural inclinations of the heart, is

Are we doing this? Is the truth, for which  sowing to the flesh, and the end will be eternal

Jesus lived and died, precious to our souls?} desiruction.

Let us, then, labor to cultivate

Are we rejoicing in its triumphs, and working  that grace that never fails, Faith will be

for its success 1 3. It beareth all things. He
who would be a disciple of Christ must deny
himself, and take up lis cross dJaily and follow
Him. He must be ready to suffer for Christ’s
sake and bear it patiently. 4. Believeth all
things, The soul imbued with the spivit of love
‘believes all the Suviour says; trusts His great
and precious promises ; henee, it hopeth all
things, and endureth all things, that the hope
raised by those promises may, by-and-by, be
realized. 5. Love never fails, it cannot fail, it
is from above, God is its fountain, and the more
we draw from fiim the fuller will be our
supply. '

Then, what will love not do? “It cnvieth
not ;” envy is one of the fruits of the flesh ; and
Paul says: ¢ They who do such things shall not
inherit the Kingdom of God,” Gsl. v. 21.  Love
is not envious, is not jenlous of another’s good
fortune, There is no passion of the luman
heart more.cruel than this. It was envy that
caused the scribes and priests to hound the
Saviour to His death. They were jealous of

changed to sight, and lope to a grand reality,
but Jove will be sweeter and purer in the pre-
sence of God and Christ, and make our joy
complete, *
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world.” (New Vorsion). There is not even a
hiut here of remission of sins, Now, lobus turn
to the recoud givon by Luke, of the same event,
and we read : “Thus it is written, nnd thus it
behooved Christ to suffer and to rise from the
dead the third day, and that repentance and re-
mission of sing should be preached in His name
amonyg all naetions, Leginning at Jerusalem,”
Hero we have remission of sins, but no baptism
mentioned. Luko tells us in Acts 2, how this
commission was carried ont by the apostles.
They bLegan thero to teach or make disciples of
the nativus. When tho multitude heard the
Word of God, as spoken by Peter, and believed
it, they were pricked in their hearts, and said to
Peter and to the rest of the apostles: Men and
brethven what shall we do? Then, Poter said
anto them, Repent and be Laptized, every one
of you, in the nawe of Jesus Christ, for the re-
mission of sins, and you shall receive the gift, of
the Holy GLost. Here, wo have the baptism
and remission of sing mentioned, but not a word
about the Father, etc. = Ananias said to Saul,
“And, now, why tarriest thou? arise and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, crlling on the
name of the Lord.” Peter says in his first let-
ter . © The like figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting away the
tilth of the flesh but the answer of a good con-
science toward God) by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.” We find, by these passages,
from God’s Word, that we are to be baptized into
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
That we ave tu be Laptized in the name of Jesus
Chvist, (that is by His authority). Thas bap-
tism is for the remission of sius, or using a figure
to wash away our sins, and that in our baptism
we obtain & good conscience.

Now, tho question is, which of these expres-
sions shall I make use of in baptiziag, orsuall I
make use of any of them or all of them. Shall
Isay in baptizing by the authority or in the
name of Jesus Christ. T baptize you into tho
name of the Fatler, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Gliost, for the renissivn of your sins, aad
that your sins may be washed away, and you
may have a good conscience toward God, and if
not, what shall I say. Tlese expressions, with
the exception of that recorded by Matthew, are
explanatory ; they servo to explain the design of
tho institution, and show whose authority gives
it this importance. T think, that in our discre-
tion, we may use one or the other of these if we

; think best; not because it is part of the formula,

nor becauso the candidate needs information on

. Fod . )
In a letter, received a few days ago, I was, the subject, but for the purpose of instructing

asked if I ever used the expression in baptizing | strangers in the assembly.

All that really be-

a person, *“ For the 1emissiou of sins,” and, if | longs to the formula is: I baptizo you into the
g0, why I did, and if I did not, why not, and the ; name of t:,hf: Father, and of the Son, and of the
writer of the question wished me to answer | Holy Spirit. If I say, “ By the authority of

through THE CHRISTIAN.

Jesus Christ ” I Laptize, ete., this explains that

In the commission given by our Saviour, to; L am directed by my Saviour. If Tsay, On
His apostles, as recorded in the Gospel by Mat- | the  confession of your faith in Christ, ete., I
thew, the Saviour said . ** Go yo, therefore, and | declare to those who do not know that the can-
make disciples of all the nations, buptizing thew | didate believesin Jesus, and bias made confession

intu the name of the Fatlier, and of the Son, and | to that effect,

of the Holy Gliost, teaching themn to observe all
things, whatsoover I commanded. you, and lo, I
am with you always, even unto the end of the

-
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Tf I say, *¢ For the yemission of
sifis it shova that I bolieve what Peter taught
off Pentecost 1s true to-day, and that the candi-
dnte will as surely be forgiven as if God spoke



