
August, 1884. THE CHRISTIAN.
iieer os un thougit of. They know that He caine struaIn, but up tis 3traîn, shanld bo aur watcb-
not mierely tu heal bodily ailmionts, but ta cleanse word. J friand once aid te tho uriter, - thattja
and purify the hearts of dhoso who should bolieve saci feturo cf aur church lifo in tho iack of yauug
on) Hims fron ail uncleannessad finally, topresent inoaubors who are growiisg II ta taskc thc place of
thons faultless before the tiron of HisFathor's glory, aur brothron wio must sti dart." We ru-
with Cxceiuding ugreat joy. Sle prubably only knuw inarkod tinît this uadiauss was usteii'sud %ieu wu
Himi as the miraclo worker. 'flhey know Hin lis realized the fact, that ausy tisa who grcw up te
thoa "One altogother lovoly, teia chief anong ton fil sauie place is tho chssrch would fil nty place is
tlous.mud." Sle caine steanhily anui nli trombl- heavan. The OU SIi 1, uf Zion a 1 o passeas
ing, yot with stroi.g faith, te got a blessing by gers on board ; te a l craw, and overy moniber
touching the hen of his garmuent. The y, muro of th s crew intist wask thuur pasage, aid the nie
.highily favared, can cono with humble boldness ta we re tassed on the sca of lifo the larder wu must
tho throno of grace, and thora find blessings suited work. The nauy ovils of lifo are tho winds tuit
ta thoir overy need. If tlesse few thoughts lcatinake tis voyage tespestucus ; but wo have a gotd
my brethren to a more careful reading of the simple capta n and a gaad chart, and wa ara sure of
story which I havo onîly glanced at, uy object will rcauhing our port if Ive work ; but if not, wo shah
have bee1n accomplished. bo bat. Vhila it. in truc tle slsip cavcs us, it la

Montreal, July, 1881. equauly truc wc save the ship. aur Saviaur
wali oi tise lako with lus disciples, lo, controlled

" COLNG O IIi VEN." the abaillants and spoko ponce ta wiid alla wave,

whenI da." hisis ~ ~ta a taIscvonbut ho did flot nianage the boat ; thia tise disciplesWe often hecar it said, "l I want to go to hecaven atedornereehtesr.W avai
when I di.o" This is a nioot worthy desire, and onie iinortal nature that nust gor into harbor Tho
that slould actuato every heart. But tie goingthura voyage is not pasd tub this lifo la donc. It i
after dcath is only a half-idea, anud the weakor half transcelfîntly important that we uasderstand tie
it that. If ve want to go to heaven wo must go great isues of the living prent. Thepastisgone
while wu aro living on earth. The goinq islow, and canot ho rwcaled ay more than the couds of
and not after death. Thore are naxy who faucy aycarago. We mustforýcot tho pontassdfot bnild
they are going to heaven, wiho ar now jgoing very
alowly if they ara going at all. When wo stop
working we stop going. Working out our salvation darkness iute iig1t. Yet this viii sit seeure te is
isgomyg on to perfection. When wu are nsotgroviiig an outrance into.evorasting iiht andblve. While
in grace and in knowledge of the trith, ve are not it in truie erc baru into the kingdanî cf
goin-g. How inistaken the soul who supposes thoy Châst on earth ; it in net true we werc bru saints.
can gain he--veu without the journey of life, arid n lias beei wisely said isat I we are born a bittle
thàt each day mnustrfind thes farther on. It is
wngt suppose at tie will bring arer to the grat da." Th great

wrongtogilppose~~ ~ ~ ~ ila it ilbign i.Grroh psl t h entiles wns net born into, character.
goal of bliss. True, indeed, we are moving oi with
fleeling timsse but we m.iay no be nr honoo.c ia >. nedc lot be isearer lie. inanîsood is nlot reascied by any sîudden impulse.
The goisn that is needed is thait which is by virtuo Dr. J. H. Vincent,the noted Sunday-schoul workor,
of our own efforta. Wu iay stand on the dock of
the ship and by virtuo of the moving ship we are reauise ndr f ble an 1'o by tun
moving and yet not change our position oi the ship.

W u8001 con totocuiclhi)iebt * demanda of dnty as express ed and msade possibleWe must acn cote te the end of this Iife, but may is the lifo sud teaciigs of Christ" This is tsenot bc any nearer heaven than w are now- the royal rond ovor ivhich ail nsust pass te reaci heaven.
m'oving or going that is necessary is our growing The saune usistako is made in regard ta tie future
better. This only will bring lu nearer loeo. as nada of tie past. We are apt

The vory best dofinition tf truc life is going, and
net uiîg ti styiug Chiatinit la esU present, in our anticipations. WVe need te ait-not being or staying. Chriitianity is real life, tend tu the prcsent. God wiii taie caro cf

which v mens a constant growth. WAi en we coties the future. Richter trnly saitI tat vu slould
to grow we ceaso to live. Al g life show signs of sot mais tse prest the sears te tie future, as
growth, and action is life. Strango that any one such a future vas nothing but aur coining present,
should imagine it possible t get into ieave any and tie prseut vo despinu. woubtibh the future
other way than growing into it ; the better we we deaircd." Wu are to-day vist lat year mado
grow the higher we go. The best isan is the hap- un, and eur present is last year's future. Henco
piest ian, and the man nscarcst God is the best
mais. Our earneat prayor should bo " nearer ny
Gd te thee," witi a constant pushing on te ob-
tain this sacred nearnes3. Those who would go te expe t te go te heaven, going cown instead cf Aeing
seavon nust go isow ; tiey msust add te their faith,

couragî; and te their courage, kniowledge, &c. The
important question is, "An I going te lcaven ? "

aso " Vil I o vsen~ <i~~' X,1~ *~e ureif s-principles andi legs godlli1ce isi tlîeir nsatures, Mlaynot " Will 1 go whien I die ? " Wu are3 sure if wo
are growing in Christian virtises, that -wo are goti se t e ean oe iniss, alc te pessio
now, and if we keep on eoing till we die vu will be
all right after death. Go will takze care of th devoted, cousecrated lifof jay and love. Tion

oin~ iien.GoÛ iii tise gospel cf peace aîud lova pour its fragrancegoing then.
Wo are surprisod, and our surprise deepens into ur ivo t te osonto ti n ispr

blasnk asmazenent wien ive hear so many who talk I a ist te balsaYc ting i
about going te icaven-and who actually suppose Neves, i
they are goinsg thero-who really aire standing à a ieariuî, b2tter knsewisa
still as a post, and, post like, are in thse saie place That tue Master's oye nuay trace
they were years ago. There seems te be a feelinug Day by day, our giowth in graco,
of satisfaction on the part of such, that if they can s
stand steadfast ani imonvablo, and not go back i w. junye bow
into thie nful oeients of tho world, they are do- ---.----- av.
ing all that religion requires of them. But a caro- I AND .4077'-K
fui reading of 1 Cor. xv. 58, will roveal the fact
thsat steadfast and ismovable is united.with abound- Tie worls Divine Teacher la cas-d that the
ing in the work of the Iord. Thei'e is no auci "trot lu known by its fruit;" terefore, te frs aE thissg as aimpi>' ihdin u wu"mdraigja idmn a careful exaniintiosi ahoisld precedetis si " hol d ing our, own," and resting y denT

vith ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~od Au asuo h aly.Ntol nti frcii e n w n c it teâ dwrter ton

straigitlinu oln fasth .mdbedience in relation tî thuir

great autior. Chijt. Tirthtl is nit a little tis way
and that say, it is yea, ni cain ba onl1y so.
As to the how une can show obedieic to w hat is
required of all who dosiro tu be corsidured Ciris-
tiais, it is not so u insuch t f. cI tiat 0ua is s ighit as
it4s to knotv that one is righit. Tho feolings may
b ioved fromu natural n causus, such ais tsympathy,
or eloqiunoico. and tne iuay bu led te a certain
action whichis lnot scripturally the way ta obtain
the answer of ai good conscienca toward Cod. (Seo
Acta 5th Chap. 1 ta 17 verses.) Obedienco tu Jeans
Christ results in duties which are purIly in accord-
ance te his commands, andI "iereby woI do know
if wo koop H is comtua'dnonts," Christ's ias loft an
oxamnple not only of suffering, but also of action,
that His steps might be followed, Ho beinug the
" Leader of the peopjlo." If our love of truth doos
not conform our will te desire " Thy will b done,'
truc joy will net result otherwise, as ioe niay bu
constrained te conply te some action whici wili
not bu approved by the Master, whoi caisse te His
disciple John and yequîested iammersion in water,
and in that being performed, the divine testimsony
was given, " This is ny beloved Son in whon I am
woll pleased." Hence John coild declare vith
certainty, " Boiold the Lamb of God that taketh
asay the sin of the world." Inquiry hera may bo.
made : How cau decisive statenant be uiade that
it was the action of immersion that Claiit received
froin John; forritis not saidthatJohu dipped Christ
under the water. Well, does it say that the water
was poured en Him î No ! Neither is it asshrted
that water was spiikled upon Himu. Tien how
was the death of Christ and His resurrdction shown,
as stated by the Apôstle Pal, in thoi use of water 1
And how cau Christ's examsple bo followed, since,
according t the above evasive rcasoning, Bo was
net olierwise' baltized, except iVy walking down
into the water and coming up out of the water. .
Wel, even this actimidestroys the personal appli-
cation of water to the infant. The principle of
loyalty to Christ can.onsly be exemplified.by a per-
sonal immersion into his death, and risinig te new-
ness of life, past ains being remitted according te
God's promnise andi tise testiniony of the Holy
Spirit, as declarei by the Apostle Pater, ou Pen-
tecost, for ho spake as the Spirit gave hlim utterance.
No other eleient than water cau represoent a
cleansing character, nsùitable te tho means of
Christ's shed blood for the renission of sins that
are past, producing a goo-1 conscience towards Cod
through faiti and obedience te Hia will; hence
the Apostle's arguient, that as Christ's death was
au effectiy atonement, se munschi more fis lifo con-
firmss the good sews te sinsfusl ueii of forgiveness
and acceptance, tiirough living tos nako intercession
for all who througi His draw near te GCod, and
His resirrection affords a good hope of a future life,
bocause Ho is the author of eternal life te all that
obey Hlim; to such is the promise: "That as I
live, yo aso shall live by ne." Th love cf Christ,
thius ianifested while we wro yet sinners, He
laving givei His life for sus. generates the principle
of love in ail who truly believe 41is testiunony, and
wrsilingly conforma to the will of His Father in
huaven, se the Saviour tauglst in conformity as the
sent of the Father te instruct the world in right.
cosnecss accordinîg te His'will, vhich isrversed in
both the ol anda new Scriptuses. For faith, that
all who read may run in the path of peace, provinsg
all thiIgs, iold fast that which is good, the word
of the Lord abiding in us transforming into His

image more and mure, unîtil the perfect day, whon
the rigiteous judge will declare,. " Well done, gzood
and faithful servant, enter thou .nto the joy of
thy Lord."

Now be min heart inspired te sing
Thu gloros of my baviou- Kin%-

Let &Il the nations know ThV Wor,
And every tongue confess thee Lord.

JOx Uxnàara.
Newport, Hiats Co., July 5, 1884.


