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li H Prohibition question w'ill naturally bc a burai-
ingr one for the Nortlhwest inenibers of Parlia-

ment to deal with this se~ssion. %Vc believe that go
pcr cent of the iinîclligcnt portion of the dwcllers in
dIl Northwest Tcrritorics are dCad against Ille law.
It is openly broken in everv town where therc is an
biote! or saloon. and it is broken by necarly al] our citi-
2Cfls froîn iT)cmbers of Parliarenit doiviiiard.s. Outside
hotals tlxroughout the Territories one cati scsigns put
ul S-ndS' becsr for sae-adyet wc axe for-
biddcn 10 inicre.asa our ivealtl, to acld to thc coiintry"s
resource;; by% the making of pure becs-, ilîich a large
quaniîy of tint imported nirit distinctl' is no.
Y'Ot may iliwport as iwuch, bail -.11111 ocsww beer
as vou likae, but you inay not manufacture good
honcst and checap, beer ; so iii efïcct say our rulers.

This thrcad-barc subject prcsentedl itself to us
agM, owing t0 readirsg ai report in the Regina Lcazdkr

of a1 mleetingÏ of thc Ncarthwest brandi of the Domnin-
ion Alliance, bah!d last week,. One cratnk balievcd pro-
hibition would carry in the country, because a tenm-
percluce motion biac once beaui carried in "the ninck
parliament." XVe ara sorry to have Ico admit our
igniorànce as to the character of that nio doubt im-
portant assembly. Ilowever the "mock, p.trliamient"
idea wvas soon knocked kvbih The Rev. Dr. Mc-
Lean is reported to have saic! that "the nine years hc
had spa-nt in the west hiad givens 1dmr sorte idea orthc
sentimientilhere on this qucstion. In Edmonton, Cal-
grary and Leîhbridc, thera woulsd flot bc ten per cent
of the votes cast for prohibition. Iu Ma.cLend there
wvould flot ha ziore tban two and cne of tiiose wvou!cl
bc the àMethodist Minister. (Lati<bîher.) At Pincher
Creck therc would bc abnut five v*otes. Taking

Alberta as a ivholc prohibition w'ould lose by about
ninety-fiic per cenit. lu Saskatchewars il would lose
by seventy-five par cent." That is tic opiniion of a
%vell-knoivu temperance advocatc, ivhiolbas spant a
number of yaars iii the country. Let thc Dominfon
Alliance takae a hint froni this, andl not attc mp to
continue forcing a laiv upon the people of the Northi-
wvest, îvbichi is biateful and obnoxious to them. Sure!)'
9o per cet i ajority should conivinice the veriest
crank of tic pcoplc's genceral disgust of thc law as it
stands, and thecir contempt for it as it is exccutcd,
and iva trust Dr. MýcLeaii's remarks will bear good
fruit, and that an alteration of our liquoi- laws wil
soon be broughit about.

A T LAST the lips of the Premier bave been
QA opcnsed and the data of.-thc general ciactivu

fixed. For some time past Sir John bas been abso-
lutely Sphinx-like, necithier entreaties fromn bis friands
nor the boots and growls from ]lis cemeries bad tha
dcsired affect, of inaking him give away tic grand
secret wbicb for a long- whils: brick lias ben known
to oni>' tha Premiar and our Familiar. Isany jour-
nalists ivill daimn that thcy wvera oni t tic racket, and
nothing but the promptings of courtesy and thacir
fine perception of 'uch propar thing" l indcced them to
let Canada's G. O. «M. have the first crack at announc-
in- the date. Thc country wvas fairly non-plussed at
the sîony mysîcvy th-at cnveloped thc opcnsing of the
great fight, and nowv that the question is solvcd and
hostilities declared, the bigg-uns of both parties arc
starting to belch forth talas of uuuttcrabla disastcr, if
the ««other feU ow " gets thera. Things arc quiet iii
the Territorias just noiw, although tha ainnouncemecnt
is quite stale by this time, but iwhisperitig-s oni the
street corners and secret caucus' in places of liquid
rcfresbiment, -ive a prctty safé assurance that the
clepliant wvill shortly go forth with al] his pristinc
vigor.

Our Illustrations.
XVe bava ta apologize this wcek for the scarcity of

our cuts; but owing,- to our artist liaving hiad con-
sidarable sickness inu bis fiimily, lie lias been unable'
to auen<l to bis wsork as closcly as usual. WC feel
sure aur readers will anake allowances for this. WVe
w~ill makae up for it next weck--plcase the pigs.


