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BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN
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Sawbnth Srcaol Tenelrer,

LESBON IX,
Magh bl memeosza,  [FAglagxv

CoaMIT T0 MuMony, v, 30, 81,

ParaLLEL Pagsaors,~—Neh, s, 11; DPa,
1xvi, O,

With v, 19, 99, read 2 Cor. v, 8 3 with 21,
92, Ps, ovi, 9§ with v, 28-30, Pr, Ixxvif, 10~
10 5 with v, 27, 25, Matt, vis. 35 wath v, 29,
80, Deut, xiv 43 ond with v. 81, s, ovi 12,

QentraL Vavin.—1ho Lord shows mercy
and judgment,

Lrapwvg Texr.—By faith they possed
throngh the Ned Sea na by iy land 3 which
tho Egyptiaus assaying to do were drowned.
~—Hob. si, 29,

ConyrctioNn.~QCar last losgton left the
Iobrews at Etham or Pithow aui. 20y,
from which they wers comtuanded to taru
gouthward, which led them tu a point at
whioch tho Red Sea, then (it iz proved) 7z-
tending fatther north than 11 present, and
tho * bitter lakes,” as they are now ealled,
stopped their way further, Tu o district of
weater and sand thieo thousan l years have
mado cuch changes that fur the present the
oxact place of cucnmptiunt can vuly be
known as peobable; but vu the milnaation
now had t{:u Hobrews hiad the Lills on the
west and south and the seq on the east.
Pharaoh, coming from tho north, saw noth-
ing poseiblo for them but their fulling into
his hand.

Pho dead in Lagpt were now buned ; the
peoplo had had time to think., It seomad
asf tho Hevrews Lad feared to faco the
wildorness, snd the lund was stll keoping
them,  Opportunity is a strong temptation.
¢ \Wo ean compel them to return, thuught
Pheraoh and lus advisers (v. J).

Horees (wo know from the monuments)
wore then used 1 Lgypt, aud hus own and
thoe natioual chanots were called out yv. 7
in pursnit {v. 9), commg up with the Hew-
rows by tho sea (v, 10), ternfsing thom (v.
10) excecdingly.  Mozes had assurances of
safoly with which he quuoted the people (v.
18), after which the Lord gave divectious
belitting the oceaston. Tho objcet is the
samo as in the plagus, (v. 18).

7. Bramine what is NATUrsL in this
{ranzaction. In tho open wilderness an
army like Pharaok's wenll have every ad-
vanfage agaiust the Ilebrewe If thoey
could got the aea between him and them,
they would havo a real barricr ngainst his
attack® DBut how to do that 2

Bat the bottom of the arm of the sea
beiug left dry (how, we sco afterwards), the
peopls conld have, say from mmo in the
evening till fouror five ia tho moriing for
croszing.  If tho army of the Lawradlites ia
carricd over in thig way (wihch may havo
been, for auything that appears, the flacks,
&e., voing scatterod over the countryy, a still
ghortor timo would bo required,

Tho bottom of ¢ the sea,” with atonos and
inequalities, might bo traversed by men on
foot, moving in tho hght. very eaniy; whils
it woull bo diflicult and slow to chariots
and horses in the dark (v. 20y,

God wastes o power, Ilo takes things
a8 thoy wre,and builds the miraculous upon
them. To feed tho multitude Jesus took
tho loaves aund fishes, though he could, dis.
regarding themy, have created all out of
nothing.  So here God avaits bimsell of
existing natural facts, Pho result is thet
man liko tho Hebxews, who wero willing to
sco God's hand, would <re if. Dut the ra.
tionalists of that time, School of tho Magi-
cians, wishing to ovade the fireo of the
miracle, might set it down with roma colonr
of roason to o vemarkably high wind and
Jow tide, and rulo God out. IIis word and
works seem to bo so avranged that, in tho
samo party, “the meek” aro taurht his way
(sco Ps. xxv. 9) and tho proud aro hardenod
(v. 23).

II. Ture SurmeNaTURAL, (1) The pillar of
clond, and fire, itself supernatural, chenged
jts look, tho side to the Hebrows bemgy
light; to their pursuers, durkness (v. 20,
"Pho two hodies of men wore parted in this
WAy,

(2) The drying up of tho wafor was timed
50 as to suit tho Hebrews, and tho return
g0 3 to drown thewr enewnies, If the one
or the othor know of this, the Icbrews
would not have despairod (v. 121, nor the
Egyptians ventured (v. 23), Both movo.
monts were at tho strotehing ons of Moses'
rod by God’s command (v. 21, and v. 27
comp. with v. 16).

(3) An obb-tido even aided by o strong
wind would not have been as awallon both
sidog (** the wator split itself "), nor would
its roturn have been so rapid, unlooked for,
and torrible in its sifects,

4) Nor would auy action of the tido ac-
count for tho facts of v. 24— the Lord
looking apon tho hosts” 8o as to troublo
them them, perhsps reealling to them the
thunder aud lightning, nor the taking off of
tho chariot wheels (v. 25), foreing them to
qco God 8 hand agamnst them § nor the com-
pletion of the ovorthrow, asin v. 23, Ina
word, if the languago nsed does nos deseribo
an act of the Almighty out of tho common
courso of natave, it impossiblo to find lan-
guago for snch an ovoeut ; and the Suripture
reforonces to tho fact are strongor sarely
than wounid be inado to n bappy cscape
through a natural event.

1L, The seirttval in thiz miraclo: for
God ig always looking to moral and piritunl
results. (@) Pharash and tho gods that
woro supposed to sustain himare completo.
ly ovovtgrown (v. 17), and the supremacy of
Johovah ostablished.

by Tho Israolites fearad tho Lovd. Thoy
obtained o just impression of the powor and
greatnoess of Johovaly, of which all their his.
tory showed thoir nood (v. 811, Such fear
is * tho vegiuning of wisdom."

{0) They bolioveld in Gad as ablo to pro-
toot and deliver them, ard m Moses as
omployed and guided by him (1 Cor, % 1,
2,)~bolioved for tho tima, for alas! how
soon they changed their minds!  Aceording
tu Josaphna they oblaiued armour from tho
bodire washed upon the shora, and Moses
.ogirdod this alio ns of Gol  Hoswovor !
‘thig may havo boon, they wonld liaga boen
¢ girong for-war ” if- tlioy had only carriod
with thom:tho impressions of this mighty

td) Thoy must have learned, as wo sleo
should, that Gad’s guidance i3 always safa.
Te turn toward the eon a8 Etham pught
havo seomel sheor folly, bub it was veal
wisdom, 'Their place was perilcus : but ho
put thom thoro, ~ So the end ho offcets al-
ways vindicatos the sbeps by which it is
reached (Janics v, 11).  * God moves in o
mysterious way,” &». Wo ask “why," in
yain, till ho in his own time interprots, 8o
fuith and patienco aro oxorsised.

(o) In tho greatost Jdangers, ssints seo
mast oleacly the Logd's wondera, The dis-
ciplos in tho storiu - the Hobrew confessors
in the furnace—Danicl in the lions' den—
Noah in the deluge, Xo.

N J) They must havs seou that God nevor
gives a command, without mving the power
to obey. It hosays “go forward,” wo ave

tu ;;u, and oven the sen wall open a way for
us

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS,

Chango in plan of journsy—fiom what
place—to  what—by whose cenunand—
Foryption feohing—offect of appearauce on
Hebrows—Gud 3 command—the ehango in
the pillar of cloud—ufinct of it—chango
the  sea—natural  fitness—supornatural
power—aovidences of—tiuse of passug—look
of the waters—feoiing of the Firyptians—
how  disayed—thor fear—thorr flight-—
thewr overthros —tucir budies~tho effset un
Iieael-—a to Gud—as to Moses—the les.
sons wo vtizht to learn corcerunng divano
mu lanco—lark providences—and thy “end
of the Lord.’

LESSOW X.

; BITTER WATERS SWEETENED. |} L.rotus

CoMAIT 10 MEMORY, v. 26,

PariLinin Passacry~—Ps, Ixvie 10; Deut.
Vit 12, 14,

Wath v, 22, read Gon. xsv. 18; wath v,
28, 24, Ex. xvie 35 with v 25, Vs, L 16;
with v, 26, Judges 1. 225 wach v, 27, Ps.
exlvu. 3.

Custral TrUTH.—T rtbalation worketh
pateence,

Ly wiva Trauv.—And the leaves of the
troe were tor the healmg of the nations,—
Rev. sxidia 2.

_ Thuisn comrpact and eacy lesson; but
its situplieity must not tewnpt any teacher

Ma~h
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to forego tharough preparation.  Wiete
the facts aro obvious and mwemorable,

tho strength ot the teachier should bo lad
out in showing and applying the practical
pointa,

\We shall make ont the historical connec-
tion, and sco the bearing of this incident by
leoking at

i. Tar prorsiNg or o Jovnvey.—Tho
Red Sea, whoso waters looked so ternbls to
Laeacl, as barringg thear way oleseape, has be -
comy tuo means ot delivoranes (ol xiv. ),
Tho people tauy ther song (which wo shall
sty Loreafror) a2 tho epot {probably) now
callelin bouks o txav. | dyun Musa ithe
spranes of Mowal, 00 on thy way to it They
were s itiug oul lor 3mai (» be formally
cond.uiated to Gud, and placed under his
Insw.

Tho distriet through which thoy pass d
has been cavefully examined Ly Burch-
hardt, Rohinzen and the Palmera. Though
sandy soils ciangs, great rocks and limo
stone beds remam; and theso dotermine
whero water will spring up, and tho fized
spriugs ix the plices, Thoe wilderness, a
region with scanty herbase, hut unfit for
tillaze, has been lung and widely kuown as
Shuey asmotimes called tho desertof Btham
\WNuanto. AAxdie 8), beeauso that town was
on ils burder eliy xa 20,

Tho people werve alw begioning thelr
edieation, They have to fiud ont what is
11 tuewseives, as they had boen rliown what
Gow i+ 21 contiast wit's Leathen deities.
They have to bo “proved.” They have to
tearn dependencs ou the Lord for all goed;
that oven biberty wathot ¢ huni s not happi-
ness.  Inamehing the best kinus of steen, at
is not only neews.ary to have iron fres trom
dross and compact ithe furnaco of Egypt
did ¢h2t for Isvacl), but to have it * temn-
pered.” Thee needed? to be  tempered,
trained to boar cawectues, as healihy bodics
havo tu learn to cudure heats and eolds.
At the Re? 8~ it was **too much watv::
now they go thveo days wathout,’ In
Laypt they hd cat to the fall (xvi 31 the
favo of the wildosness shall propare thom to
cabao Canacu. Tlus 13 the moral uye of
suel incidenta a3 we stndy at

II. Tan aritoe wyrres,—It was now tho
third day from Jyun Mase, through o dvy
and dusty Jand ; theiv aupply of wetor, car-
ried along, would be exhausted, when, at
the ond of thity-theeo nules, they cowo to
a fountam. There grow acound seme
stunted palm treea and tho theray shrub
known a3 gaurkud, with a smll asid berry,
that riponed two ionths later than thus
visit,

s Mara,” said Wollatead to hivasulf, as he
tasted tho water,  ** You speak the word of
trutly,” caid the Bedowin atteadant, ¢ they
arvo sdoed wmara,” i e, deadly or bitter
(Rath 1. 20), ww s of the sawe import in
Arabes and Hobrew,  Tho Aenbs pronounce
tirts wate . tho worat iu the distiwt.  Thoro
13 & basin six or eiglt feot aun Jinmeter, in
which Robunson reports two feot of wator,
It vanes with the season.  The placeis nuw
calied Huwara, and the ovulenco for its
identity satisfies the best-tuformed writers,
How did the peoplo feol 2 Lot us next ex-
amiuw

III. Tnir uSHAPPY RESULT TO THE PECPLE.
They * moarmured agawst Moses.”  How
untveasonable ! Ho gavo up good prospects
for them. Ho shared their hardships. He
did not lead thom but as God's officer. Tho
pitlac-oloud led them. But thia1s the way
of men (8o Ps. x1. 8, 4). It is tho havd
condition of authority that whon the multi.
tudo faro woll thoy applaad themsolvos ;
when it thoy repine against thoir ' aders.”
All tormtor help feom hun is forgutten.
Thoy treat hum asg itio had contractod for
suppiies for thom and failed. Bgyplion
taskmas'ors woro not moro unreasouablo
with them (ch. v. 11} thau thoy with him,
(30o John v, 35). Soo how the Rodeomor
was troatod (Matt, 10 1950 Lot us.avo how
wisdom 13 jastified of hor children.

IV, Mosks' cry AND THE AxsweR.~Thoy

ory to bim; bo ories fo tho Lord (v. 25); as

parents mast do for wayward oluldren, or
childron in waut; as teachers must do for
their olassos; as ninistor. paust do for the
peoplo ta whom thoy call in vain (Rom, x.
21). Sea Ps. eix. 4.

God showed n henling treo. Tho Apo-
crypha (not iuspired) soems to say that this
areo had “virtuo” i it for tlns purpose ;
but no ono 1 the East knows of such o
trees Tho work was ruperustural—one
moro proof God gave men that theiv lita
wust come from sometluny cutside thowa
selves, Thero is no ovider.er that it was of
a tico prowing in thenvigzbborliood that the
*would " came, It was the word anid will
of God that gavo the healing property to it.
Swect Egyptian water was 10ado undrink-
ablo in anger - bitter willornen wator was
mada gwvet in  meroy—Lboth for Isracl's
good, wbich leads ua te look at the

V. Monan vses 7o IsRsn AxNp To vs—
God js physicinn as well a3 deliverer to
Lsraed,  Ho uses what means he will—meal
12 hagsav. dug, e v op pgs (Iean SSavin,
Sy, sali 43 Kenzgs ke 29, 2L, v as with
Clinist, ely, Lo (Johin ix. 6.

Ho had » design m leading the peoplo to
the bittor water that they could not dnuk,
and then saweotoming the water,  Tlus was
to bo an *ovdimance,” o nred principle wish
tho people, that he woald swecten any Ing-
torness thet came to them mn tohiownyr hun,
and that a arace eave them o rint to ex.
peet this at ius hand,  Andin teachung tins
lesson—for god teaches by deeds as well as
words—ho * proved ' the neoplo showing
thew nataral hoart to themselver, This 1s
the bearing of tho words mn v. 26, in winch
thero is no diflienlty requiring explanation.
It1s as 1t God saud: * 1 punwned them for
dsobedienco : yon shall have health aud
satoty 1 obeying. ' Theio 1uay bo an ablu-
son 1 the made of deliverancs to tho tros
of hio, of which dehghtiul tiaces occar
througliout tho Seriptwries (svo Gen. il 9,
ne, 225 Ez. xlva, 125 Zoeh,av.; I'rov. ni.
18; Rov, . 7, nad xxu. 2.

Thie lesson was ~vely made vet olearer
to them at thew noxt stopping place, Einn,
six mles south, with 1ta dehchts, with
palmg tor shade and welis for water (Is.
xxut 1, ). Tinsas sull the principal sta-
tion for travellers betw.cn Suez and Smad,
18 ealled Wady Gharand(, contaimng, says
Palmer, * & gonsidorauvle amount of vegota-
tion, palm trees 1n great numbers among
tho rest, and a perenuial stream,’

Lot us learn from this—

(1) God puts the bitter at the beginuing
of our journey—tho downil puts the sweal
(Luke xvi. 25}, God tenches us through
such exporiences.

(2} Whent ho leads us all bitterness
will bo takea away, if wo will ouly look to
him. Mo Lias a **baln for overy wound.”

18) Our hearts avo all too like this batter
water, “0O blesaad Saviour, the wood of
thy Cross, that s the appheation of thy
suflerings, 13 cnvugh tu sweeton a wliolo soa
of bitterness.”

ILLUSTRATION.

Maru, —* The identifieation of Marah
with the fouat of Huwara, tirst proposed by
Burckbardt, is now generallv aeerjl 1,
Tho fountaiu ris.s frow a large mouid, a
whitish putvefaction, depasitod by the water.
At present no water tlows, but thero nre
traces of a ranning stre~m, and in the timo
of Moses when tho road waz kept by the
Egyptians, and vegetation was more abun.
dant, the sourco wus probably far more
copiond."—Speaker's Oommentary.

SUGGESTIVE TourICS.

ho starting vlaco for Marob—tho dis-
tancs —tho wilderness—ity namo—aspeet—
the distance—whither the journey was to
lead—the di-couragement to tho peoplo—
therr  conduet —unreasonablo—why—what
Moses had Leea to them—his plan—tho re-
sult—character ol this act—why believed
supcrnatural —the lesson to Iarael—what
God is tv them—their need of learning—
how tire peoplo proved—t 10 ordinanco and
statuto—tho promizo—the uaxt place of
halting—ita character—tho lesson to tho
peoplo—and to us,

Scandal.

The story is told of a woman who freely
usod her tonguo to the seandal of others,
and mado o confession to the priest of what
sho had done.  Ho gavo hor a rips  thistle
top, and told her to go out in various dirce-
tions, and seatter the seeds ono by one.

Yondering at tho penance, sho oboyed,and
then returned and told hier confescor.  To
her amazement, he bade hur go back and
gather the seattered seeds; and when she
objected, that it woald be irapossiblo, he re-
phed that it would bo sull wore difiicult to
gather up and destroy all  tho evil roports
which she had arculated about others.
Any thoughtless, caroless child ean scattor
a handiut of thistlo seed before the wind in
a mogient, but tho strongest aud wisestinan
caunot gather them agam.

Tongueless Speech.

The ropnted miracls wrought in the case
of tho Aliican Bisliups and eertain other
Cur tian martyrs, who rowined tho powor
of speoch aftor having their tongues cut
out, has lately been the subject of a some-
what heated controversy. 'The fact of thejr
voing able to speak after they had lost their
tongues was not questioned ; it was only
olaimed that thero was no miracle in tho
mattor, or anything to warsant the Divino
intorposition.  Thoy may have booon most
worthy oharactors, but their tongnolass
speech was no proof of sueh o fact, sinco
tho samo phonomonon had beon observed
iyhoro thero conld bo no olaim to gaint-

iness,

Av intereating illustration of tho tratl: of
tho Intter positiun has juss ocenrred in tho
Ruyal Froo Hospital in London, tho case
boing reported 11 tho Laneet for Noverabor
8. To removo n onncoronsulcer, a pationt's
tonguo was wholly eut out, leaving tho fioor
of tho month ontire. Rccovery was rapid,
and within o woek the pationt could speak
with suffaent watinctness of arficalation to
mako himsolf anderstoud, say.ag: “I fool
gs);:“ and ** I should Liko somo more boef
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Ony Gowngy Solhy,
Roady Obadieh;;.'

If you'ra tollto do a thing,
Aud 1acun to do it ronlly,

Noves {ut it Lo by hadvas;
Doit tully Yreolyt

Do not muke » povs 0XCOAD,
Woaitlap, weak, ansteady,
Al obcifonca"warth the uamo
Must bo prowpt and voady

N hen fathier Cudie though plencant ey
Tho play you ave purswag.

Do aotaay, “Tll
Have nuishiod what Y'm doing

A Crooked Path,

Ono day Avchio——"'3 fathor sent him on
an ccrand, and as the place tn wlhich
was to go was some ilea off, ho was
alluwed fu have the lorse. Ttwas a Hue
sunny morning, and Arelie enjayad hi.
side, as you may well suppose.  Ho unde
the wuod old Lorse go fast or alow, juat as
lie Liked ; and tho spring birds wera «ingine
on every treo he passed. Hiz father told
Liu not tu stup by the way, So o woent
abd did what hoywas S0l te do, and was
tevating hutae with o nierry heart, when he
eauglit aight of some hoyy in o farmyasd
Ho kunew them, and whut shontdt he de
but ride inte thoe yard, just to say “ Gnod
mornitg " to them. The boysz were playing
at marbles, Archio watched them from the
horse’s back, nutil he got rolintervsted that
ho slipped off the sadile, tonk hiv turn in
the game, and played, and played again,
until two whole Lionrs were yone,

Ho was quite fri htened when he found
how much titme hiad paseed. e juaped
on ** Charlio’s™ back, aad away he wont.
But notlung looked so pleasant as befui-,
The ficlds were as green, and the cky as
bluo, and the sun as bright, anlthe birda
a3 gay ; but Archie—ho was not as happy.
Ho had stopped by tho way, all the while
knowing his fathor was waiting for him,

v 0, dear, what escuse can I mohe 7
thought he. * Exeuso?” 1t nught have
been rephied, * why, none, ‘Lhere is no
excuso to make. Spealk the teuth ke an
honost fellow.” Soon Arcluo sprod father
coming down the road to meet him, afraid
least somo ncaident hat happeved, 1 am
¢'ul you have reached homeo safely, wmy
son. What has detamed you ¥ asked ius
father.

¢ T lost Jiny way," said Archie, * and it
took 1.0 some time to get right egain.”
Uix father, of course, belicved b ¢ no had
nover detected Archie in a lie. The culprit
went homo and said tho same thing (o Ins
mother, Do you thinkho new folt happy 2
No, no. Ho wns i a croaked path, and
could not find ycnco in it. Hetred to
appear onsy and cheertul s but ho was mn-
enzy and wmizerable, and did not really like
to look his pacents in the faco.

ITo did not sleep well that night : no one
sleops well on o lie. Ho did not wake up
bright: no onoe wakes up bright oun « ke,
Ile was not comfortablc all duy; no onc iy
comfortable with o hio for & boruir com-
panion.

So it went on several weeks, and Archio
was alinost forgetting thesm ho hadcom-
mited; airmost, I zaid, for thero was still a
sorg tpot whenover ha thought ofit, one
tha’ hiz meniory would never get rid of,
By-and-by the gentleman at whoso house
ho had stopped camo to seo his father, As
suorr ns Archie set eyes on him his heart
beat violently, aad ho turned pale.

In a fow minutes tho gontleman looked
at Archie, and asked, * How did yon got
hemo tho other day, my boy? Our boys
had s vory pleasant visit from you." Iow
do you thitk Arelo felt? Mr—M then
turned to Ins father and said, * You must
let yonr son come again. When L3 was
thero o fow wecks ngo, ho only stayed about
two hours. We hoped ho had cotno to spend
tho whelo day.”

There, Archio’s guill was & out. His
father and mother had found Lun out in a
direct falschood. 1o folt both ashamed
and sorry ; and yob it wna o relicf that his
paronts koow it, and to ask their forgivo-
1028, Nor was that all.  Ho knew that ho
aad grioved his Hoeavenly Parent. Ifo
knew that “ lying lips are an abomination
to tle Lord.”  An **abomination!” Think
how God mmst hato linrs, Ho was troubled
and humbled, and prayed God to forgive
Lim this great sin for Jesus” sake,

Not long aftor his mothor sent him to
buy her something at the shop. Arehio
did so, but did not bring howo as much
chiango as she had expectod.

“ Is this all the money, Archio ?” asked
his mothor, looking him full in the “ice.

% Yes mother.”

“X hope, my dear son, you aro nat de-
ceiving mo again,” she said,

Archio was honest this timo, and it al-
most broke his heart to be thus suspected ;
yot ho felt it was just, and wont away
sorrowful. ‘theso are the consequences of
falschood; it is & cro ked path, and hard to
get outof. A boy who has beon a hiar can.
not bo 1mmediately belioved. It takes
timo to restore confidenco 1n his word,
cven when ho speaks the truth.—Eurly
Days.

Parish and Preacher,

Tho Congregotionalist thinks that oven
for the foibles of miristers parishes hava o
rosponsibility :

If your minislor, thon, doos not seem to
ho guito perfeot, consider whother you are
perfoct yourself; whethor you have done
what you might easily Lavo dono to make
Tum less imporioo$ ; whothor, under oll the
circnmstanocs, o is not quite as gocd
man, as faithful a ministor, ns yor: yoursolf
would apt to bo if you wore totako his
place and ery your hand at his duties ; and
whothor, on the whole, inatead of going 1o
your noighbours and getting up & canenaof
disaflection against him, wonldn't it bo
much bottor to go _to him, spoak to him
frankly and kindly of tho ti'ngs which
griovo yon~-and considoring yeursolf lest
you also shall bo tempted-—tlas seok to
holp him and to-holp himself, and to holp
you all, up and on toward hoaven.

!

Dr. Oaien's on the Rovival ‘n Berwick,

Tho followiny 'ntervsting lottor on the
religions movemeni in Barwick-on-Tweed,
from the Rov. Dr. Cuirns, appearcd laloly
in tho Daily Review . —

Sie,—May 1 ask you toinsert o fow lines
a8 Lo tno progress of tho rehgions awaken.
tug 1o ths place, 1 wlieh I know thet
many are intereeted 2 Sinco this vt of
Menavs, Moody and  Sunkey, o Tuesdey
tfamuary i), whell was follosed by w0
profound  and wuvasal o iprissou,
tisero beve been bieoades the Jasge weon Jay
praya-mecting, nectings for addrvesses zad
mayer every pight (with the exe ptioun of
Saturday) in the Coen Tlichange, whiel,
has been plled. On Sabliaths evaangr it wag
pilod totwithsiauding the stovin) to a des
gree only shart of the meetings of Tuceday,
whilst last night it was aqan Jolly avd at
every one of these ancaors thero hwo
becu many mguuers who waned te bo oy,
serstd swatlyy and i Whew (ueny profiss to
have ieund praco mihe Seviosur. The nects
e~ have been ot the mose rave, roleian,
and nudaasetstrats o chatacecr, sud with
thy Crvecpuaon of tho weep € Coibestuces of
thu speakers nad heamrer o ad the lutenniog-
hog of requests for prasecand Cank-giviag
wnany of the tunt shcelug cluract. v, aad
IreREer fervout B sadingt, Wibls i al -
compinment, could hardly by ditusaushes
ed from ordimary Subbuth worshwp,  Thero
12 not the shighitest trace of physical excite-
ent, exeept what i3 insep  ole fiom  the
reatization of the awful and joyfal truths of
the zo-pel of Cluist. A markcd festuro is
ties crov.d of youug percons of buth  sexes
swho wio i attendence, anl many of whom
prefessto have capurienced asaving cliange,
warh ovary delicat b, as far as can bejudy
ed, ol sucenty,  Last night, thanka wero
returued for sovealecen joung men who,
beandes vthoes, had waited tu Lo conversed
with after the meeting on the Lord’s day
cvening, I'rows conversation with many
inguirers—woct of them young men and
womch -—I ean attest the inselliz'nee and
visibie deep earncstuess of these who como
furwart,  Tle moevement he < extended to
our Sabbath seheols, in one of which a
brother minister totd me ho had converacd
goparate’y with sisteen scholars, who de.
sired to find salvat'on, Jast Lord's day. In
my own eongregation, besides the larzest
nmber of applicants ever publicly reenived
for the first timo during the day—giving
tokon of an earlier revival raovem~nt ~thero
was an evening meoting of the Biblo class,
which prodaerd on thowa who attended it
on impression of mingled solemnity and
gladne«s such a3 I havoe neves witheased in
tlic wholo cotirsa of ray ministry, or in any
oxerciso of worship before. I eavnot de-
seribe it further in o publie journal.  This
is but a sampls of the cxpertences of othor
mimsters at this remarkable time.  We
greatly need the sympathics and peayers of
our follow-Christione, whilo they rejoico in
owr jovs and give thanlk- with usts God for
1lis abcunding meveics. Lot mo add that
the movement is assisted by minisiers fromn
a datanco—the Rov. . J. Popo, of New-
eastle, i addtiton te tho Rov. R Leiteh and
D. Lowe, of that town—iaving visited us;
whiie Megsra. Moraan and Wilson, of Edin-
burgh, are oxpected this week.—I am, &e.

Joux Cairxs,

Derwick, Jan. 29, 1874,

Tho Persistence of a Name.

A curious illustration of tho living force
of o nare iz to be seen in the title given to
tho Wirgin Mary by the people of the 3as.
que Fruvinees. Ia the most ancient rec-rds
of Clunese history (the annals of the Bam.
boo Looks, lately travslated by Dr. Legze,
the namo Ishtar appears a3 ono of tho
titles of the Qu-en of tho Stars, Awmonc
the ancient Assyriane, Isktar was their
chief femalo divinity, tho celestial vivain
mothor. In Solomon's thae, the Syrian
equivalont of tho nane was Avlarie; andin
1L Kings, the wise man hiwsclf is charged
with vaving set up an altar to this faseivut-
ing zoddesa. In tho Hebrew record, tho
spellng is Asktvreth. By Milton the namo
is given as

“ <0 v gstoreth, whem tho Phaniclans callod

Astarte, Quecn of Heaven,”

Whethor Phanician voyagsrs left the
name in Spain, or whether the Dasques
brouwsht it with them in their originaf
migration westward, it is impossible to
say, nor does1t taatter. It i there incom.
won use to this day, a living nwne
with a history of at least five thousand
years,

Ruskin on Perversion,

No man hasz botter appreciated ehnreh
art—oven pre-Raphaelite ary—than Daskin,
No onn has written moro eloguently abanut
it ; yet no man has written moroe stingiugiy
of conversions o Romanism theoough ifs
sensiblo attractions. All whotun to Roman
Catholic churches and surrendor their roli-
gious consciontionsness and raanliness to
these seductions, should ponder the follow-
ing indignant words from this greatest of
our art writers. o says that “ot all fatui.
ties, the basest is the being lured into the
Romauist CLurch by the litter of it, like
larks into a trap by broken glass; to be
blown into a chango of religion by the
whine of an organ pipo; stitchedinto o 1.,w
orced by gold threads on priest's petticon.s;
jangledinto o chango ¢f conseioneo by the
ohimes of & belfty. I kaow nothing in the
form of exror go dazk ns this, no imbeetlity
80 absolute, no treachery 8o contemptible.”
o acds that $ho longor he hives thoe less ho
trusts * tho seniments oxcited by painted
glass and coloured tiles.”

The condret of & horo 13 Chrisidanity in
action; and 8o far, one :3 Messianio in ine
fluonce and arm. To write the hivtory of
civalization without regard to the Cross, is
as 1f an astronomor showld compose a
planotary systum  wubiowt regaed to the
sun, by whusze Lihit alone the plaucia can
be seen, and by whoso atiractions thoy aro
hold mn thew comse, Trao.rohygion i the
mester mspiration of true gientnesy, boing
evermoro 0oth constructivesand ennobling,
It buids the beauntiful gato of Lnowledgs,”
tho ortranco to tho eapramo tompls,

wheroin it kindles tho glory of diviae.adors

alion.




