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very truth; by the faith of which they for-
metly stood, and by the unbelief of which
“they fall.

The whole design of whathas been said,
is to inculcate the great necessity of %lory-
ing, first and last, entirely and exclusively,
in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ It
is freely adnutted, that it is bighly proper
for professors of the faith to examine them-
selves by their fruits, but then of what are
these fruits the evidence! Of their faith|
in Christ,and hope in him alone for salva-
tion; and therefore no wotks can afford any
evidences of those that perform them being
the people of God, unless they are conscions
that these works flow from the faith and
love of the gospel, as the sole ground of
their confidence. It is of the last import-
ance for professors of the faith to be fully
convinced, that when they backslide from
God aund his ways, they can only be re-
covered by that truth which first quickened
them, aud that the free and sovereign grace
of God can alone renew their hope and joy.

To this purpose we have many examples
in the word of God: and particulatly the
case of the Churches in Asia is exactly in
point, recorded in Rev. chapters ii. and iii,
The Ephesians, baving left their first love,
are called on “‘to remember from whence
they had fallen, and to repent.” The Church
in Sardis, having departed from their live-
liness in God’s ways, is eshorted #to re-
mwember how they had received and heard,
and to held fast, and repent.” And the
Laodiceans, having fallen into a self-righte-
ous and lukewarm state, highly offensive to
Clrist, are counselled by him “to buy of
him gold tried in the fire that they might
be nch, and white raiment that they might
be clothed, and that the shame of their
nakedness might not appear, and to anoint

their eyes with eye-salve, that they might
800."

It is then a comfortable and safe doc-
trine, that Christians, in all their defections
and sins, must bave immediate recouise to
the blood of Jesus for pardon and peace of !
conscieuce. They may perhaps have, at
times, reason to doubt if they ever knew
the truth, and this may be a state of mind
salutary to their souls in certain circum-
stances, but they ought at all times to be
convinced, that the gospel is true, and suited
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should bhave been self-decelvers; and fhy
to bo encouraged, while it is called to-day,
to draw neat to God, sind call on his A].
mighty name, who has assured us thy

none shall éver do 80 in vein, Rom, 1,13, F

PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED,

Prench Christ critcifled! Tuth notagids §
from this, under the temptation of meeling §
some qaestion of the day, or some bearing of §
the public mind. There is much mysti |

verbiage, which some estecm to be of trans.

cendentaldepth. There ismuch pantheisn -
which some regard as original and sublime,

Your versatility will often be urged tofollox
after these conceits,
their amazing influence.
nothing. They arc the bubbles of the hour,
They cannot boast even a novelty. Ican
jure you, care little for them. Yours isnot
a discretionary theme., It is unchanging,
Keep to it. Abide by it. Itis one, butiii
an infinite one! Itis the word of Chris,
divinely true! Itsrigidness canneverhan
per your thought. Itsreiteration can neye
weary yourinquiry. Atno pointcanitrn.
strict you. It is alarge place. It s
boundless range. Itis amine of wealik
it is a firmament of power. Whitherwoul!
ye go from it? It is the unwinding of-sl
the great principles. It is the exponsia
of all glorious thoughts. Tt is the e
pacity of all blessed emotions.

O Calvary, we turn to thee! Ournatmg}.
a wreck, & chaos, only canst thom adjusl'-
We have an aching void which thou caet} '
We have pantings and longing|-

only fill!
which only thou canst satisfy! Be thouth:
strength and the charm of our inwatd lifsl

Be thou the earnestness of our deepestinkr !
est! Bethouinspiration, impulsion, divir-|.

ity, andall! Ourtearsneverrelicved us until
thou taughtestusto weep!
mocked us until thou badest usrejoicel W
knew no way of peace until we found ou

way {o thee! Hope was banished fromu}

until its dove flew downwards from tha
upon our heart! All was dormant untjl ther
didst stir; all was dull until thou didster
citeus! OQOur cyes are still lifted totheen
to the hill from which comcth our help!
Our feet shall stand upon thee, O high mom
tain!and thou shalt make them benutifd
while we publish the glud tidings of " Christ

to. their case, although they themselves

crecified.'—Rev. W. R, Homiltor, DI,

You will be told of §
They reallyan
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