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SAVING FAITH.

. Saving faith is not a mere conviction of
the understanding —an assent of the mind ;
no mere inspiritive, lifeless belief, which re-
siding only in the thought, has no root in
the heart—no command of the will—no
sanctifying influence on the life. Wéare
speaking of a faith, while it essentiglly em-
braces the assent of the understanding,
establishes its seat in the affections and wil);
& faith which receives Christ as a Saviour,
10 be delivered not only by his- righteous-
ness from the condemnation, but also Ly
his Spirit from the indwelling unholiness
of sin;a faith which embraces the will as
well as the invitation and promises of
Christ; which hungers after purity of heart
as well as jovtulness of hope, finds its plea-
sure in obedience, its clothing in humility,
its excercise iu love and every good work,
and proves that it is of God by its watch-
lug unto prayer—its diligence to overcome
the world and glorify God ¢ This is the
'uicto* that overcometh the world, even
our faith.”

We are speaking of that faith, Again,
“We are bound to thank God always for
you, bretliren, becanse your faith groweth
exceedingly, and the chagily of every one
of you all toward each other aboundeth.”

We are speaking of a faith which grows,
and should grow, to the end of life, in vi-

gour, in hope, in consolation, in fruitful-
ness; a faith which just in proportion (o

its growing, is attended with a growing

charity—so that if the former grows ee-

ceedingly, the latter will grow abundantly.
Again, “The love of Christ constraineth
us; because we thus Judge, that it one died
for all, then were all dead: and  that e
died for all, that they whieh live should

“the salvation of his soul.

not Lenceforth live unto themselves, but !

unto him who died for them, and rose
again.”  We are speaking of a faith which
deliberately forming that judgment of the
love of Christin ¥is death and of our in-
finite indebtedness thercto, rises from its
believing contemplation of the cross and
passion, and obliges us (faith working by
love) to live henceforth, not unto ourselves,
- but unto that wost loving and precious
Kaviour. By any other faith we have no
idea that a sinner can obtain a part in
Christ.  All other is dead, and leaves us
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dead in sin and under sin, without Christ
and without hope.

But while we are thus careful to main-
tain the essential connection between faith
and all good works as the fruit and evidence
of its life, we must be equally careful to
bold that it is not decause of these, its
works, that it justifies. These prove it to
be what it is—these are the consequences
of its being what itis: but these do not
make it what it is—namely, efficacious t0
our taking hold of the righteousness of
Christ.  Without them it is not living, but
by them it is not justifying. When a sin-
ner goes by faith to Christ, it is not be-
eause his faith is accompanie: with these
virtues and works that it has power to re-
ceive the Saviour’s grace, and merit to en-
gage his favour. The sinner comes as 8
begzar. He stretches out his empty han.d
to Christ. That hand is his faith, It 18
not wade acceptable by beiny filled with
something to show that the suppliant 18
not entirely & beggar. Itz emptiness 18
part of itself. The more price it brings
the less of faith it is. The more the sip-
ner looks at what he fancies his faith takes
with it to recommend to Christ, the less be
looks to Clirist as all bis righteousness.

The efficacy of faith to justifv is not in
the least, as it is a virtue in us, a part ©
our personal holiness, one of the fruits o
the Spirit, a work of grace in our hearts
and the pareni grace of all others; but
simply as it is the empty hand whereby

‘the begyared sinner takes ard relies on

what Christ is, and has done for him 9
It 1= not savi€
because it works by love, but it works by
love because it is saving.

A patient goes in faith to a lenevolent
physician, who will take no price for h®
skill.  In consequence of his going, he
physician devotes his whole care and skilk
to his cure. In consequence also of “"9
faith 1hat puts the caceinto the physician#
hands, the patient cheerfully obeys all the
Physician preseribes.  Now it is not thi8
obedience that at first drew upon him #
that the physician could do to heal him. It
was his faith, his application only that di
that. The obedience rusulted from thab
faith.  He obeyed because he trusted—~~
Thus faith takes us to Christ. Imwedi
ately that precious physician of souls ¥




