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there was a regular provision fo. religious instruction in the time of the
patriarclis might be 1ferred from the vow whiclh Jacob iad at Bethel,
that of all that Uod might' give himu, lie would surely consecrate a tenth to
God. Tiere could be no toubt on the subject when they came downî to
the date of the estabiiliîment of the Jewislh systen. Unîder it there was
undoubtedly provision lor instruction in Divine things. Only a few of the
priests were required tu be in Jerutaten at any one tine for the purpose of
performing sacrificial duties, and the rest were resident in the cities alotted
thein, where thny were donhtless uployed in the work of instructing the
people in religious truths. Little vas said alout this part of the oflhe of
the priests. but if God required parents, under severe penalties, to attend
to the religious instruction of their children, would he not require tie
saie diligence in the work of teaching froum those whom lie set apart as
Bis representatives ? The priests were the custodians of the law, and as
such, at stated seasons, lad to read the Scriptures in the presence of all the
people. So, wien Jehoshaphat wished to revive religion in the ]and, lie
sent priests througlh all the cities of Judah. It w'as, doubtlcss, part of the
priestly oflice to instruct and convert the people. The priest is spoken of
as the nessenger of the Lord, just as in apostolic tiies the ininister of a
Churcli was called the "Angel," which is the Greek word for messen-
ger. The work of the Jewish priest w«as similar to that of the Chris-
tian minister. The stricty priestly work-that of offering sacrifice-
%was suited to the age, which was characterized by limited knowledge of
Divine things. But that age has passed away, and it ià the glory of the
Church of the present day that it has outgrown the necessity of these em-
blematic lielps. It was, continued the preacher, the glory of the Church
witli whici they were connected that they could do without tiese helps,
and endeavoured to bring the mind into immediate connection with the
truth. For a Churcli inC the present day to resort to ritualism vas the
saine as for a man to go back to the use of crutches after recovering the use
of his limbs. He spoke at sone length in opposition to the theory which
is held by sone, that the work of teaching was confined to the prophets,
whose habits, le said, were nigratory, and whose ollice was very similar to
that of moderu Evangelists. The prophets were men raised up to mueet
emergencies, to inake up for deficiencies in the work of instructing the
people, and, in times of neglect and indifference on the part of the priests,
to supply wiat should have been done by themi. As a writer had observed,
the great distinction between the prophets and the priests was inspiration.
The regular religious instruction of the people was no work of the prophets.
The agency of the prophets in the kingdon cf Judali wvas only of a subsi-
diary aind. In the text there was an awfuil exposture of the evils of popu-
lar ignorance of Divine things, and a denunciation of those w«ho were maily
responisible for that ignorance. The necesity of a correct knowledge of
sacred thiigs is as great now as it ever was. The knowledge of Goi can
only lie muaintained by the labours of pious and able men, stationed per-
manently aniong the people. A minister nust Le pions, as the first condi-
tion of usefuliess, but that is not al] that is required ; lie imust also be able
to teacli-not only capab:e of guiding, but also of creating public opinion.
If lie is behind the age, lie cainot comniand the respect and confidence of
his people. In the present age, and especially in a younîg country like this,
a minister of the Gozpel mnust have his mind fully furnisled, and be able
to confute elTor whenever it may arise. It is indispensable that a man be
truly religious ; but, superadled to this spiritual qualification, there nust


