November, 1894

i.etters to the Editor.

Indian Missions.

Desk Mg, Epiror,—One of your arti-
cles, headed “Iudian Missions,” in the
current number of the Calgary Diocesun
Magazine, has pained not a few of us
whoare workers in the Indian Missions
of this Diocese. 1 am sure there can
have been no wish to misrepresent the
facts, nor intentioually to utter an un-
kind word. The work in our Indian
Missions is hard and uphill, and both the
older and the younger workers need and
and appreciate warm-hearted Christian
Amougst ourselves, as work-
I would that it

sympathy.
ers, it is » sine qua non.
were a more certain {actor between the
workers and the Charch of Christ at
large. In this Diocese, however, God
grant that there may be no uncertrinty
in the matter. We do not profess to be
free from faults—who does ¥ But we do
ask for kindly judgment. and the truest
Christian sympathy. Onpe’s thonghts re
eull the wards of the sainted Faber :

“There is no place where earth’s soerows
Are more felt than up 10 Heawen ;

There is oo place where carth’s failings
Harve such Lindly judgwment given.”

And again:

“Waonld that my scoml might be a world
Of golden ether bright :

A braven whese ather souls might flaat.
Like all Thy warlds. in light.”

1 would like, hriefly to explain the
points referred to in the article. It
speaks of “either the uanwillingoness aor
the incapaci'y of some of thowe clasely
" conwected with the work, to learn the
Iudia;: language.” It is true that some
who have within the last two vears
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joined the Mission, have not vet learued
the language. But I am sure that none
who were present at our Conference,
held last month, could say that any mem-
ber present (und the representation was
almost complete) showed the least unwil -
lingness, or even hesitation, in the mat-
ter. Indeed, as Secretary of the Confer-
ence, 1 mjt;io:d in being able to record
the unanimous desire, not osly to learn
the Innguage, but to leave no stone
unturned in the effort o perfect one's
self in it. Personully, I believe that
every member present was fully capable
and really desirous of learning and per-
fecting himsell 1a the lauguage. The
origin of the above mentioned criticism
arose from an expression of opinion as to
whether it was wise or advisable for Prin-
cipals of our Indian achools to learn the
language, in view of the fact that the
great secular aim of the Institution is to
give a tharough training in the English
language and trades. Into this discus-
sior: | need nat enter after what has been
said above.  As to the offer of two of the
Clergey 10 help the vounger or more re-
orat brethren in liu- work, 1 waould point
out that ane (the Rev. J. Hinchliffe: re-
signed Indian wark shortly afterwards.
Prayer and pains can overcume any diffi-
culty, and | am sure that ere loug mam,
if not all our fellow.workers, (ordained
and unordained - both men and women)
wili rejoice in being able to speak freely
in the native tougue. It is nat an easy
language, and it is niX everyone whase
heart is in the work, who has an accurate
ear and a retentive memery. Lot thase

who are not in the work. and who take



