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Many of these patients, too, suffer in silence for months, and even
when forced by the extremity of their sufferings to the physician, shrink
from relating a complete history of their condition andi absolutely refuse
to submit to an examination. Authoritative medical teaching and experi-
ence unite in forcing upon the attendant a most pessimistic view of his
efforts in behalf of these sufterers under such conditions,

It is in this class of practice, where almost everything depends upon
the remedy alone, that a peculiarly aggravating condition of affairs exists.
A very limited list of remedies of demonstrated value is presented for
selection, and I believe I am not wide of the mark in saying that, in the
hands of most practitioners, no remedy or combination of remedies hith-
erto in general use has been productive of anything but disappointment.

Some time ago my attention was drawn to Ergoapiol (Smith) as a
combination of value in the treatment of a great variety of uterine dis-
orders. Its exhibition in several cases in my hands yielded such happy
results that I have used it repeatedly in a considerable variety of con-
ditions, and with such uniformly good results that I am confirmed in
the opinion that its introduction to the profession marks an era in
modern therapeutics. In the treatment of irregular menstruation and
attendant conditions I have found it superior to any other emmena-
gogue with which I am familiar, in the following particulars :—

1. Itis prompt and certain in its action.

2. It is not nauseating and is not rejected by delicate stomachs.

3. It is absolutely innocuous.

4. It occasions no unpleasant after-effects. |

5. It is convenient to dispense znd administer.

The following clinical notes will afford a general idea of its action
in a variety of cases:—

Case 1. Mrs. came to me presenting the following symptoms
incident to a delayed menstruation: Persistent headache of a neuralgic
character; dull, aching pain in limbs and lumbar region; cramp-like
pains in abdomen, and considerable nausea. The menstrual period

was overdue seven days, but as yet there was no appearance of flow.
Her periods had always been occasions of intense suffering, but had

never before been delayed. I began the usc of Ergoapiol (Smith), with
some misgiving, owing to the irritable condition of the stomach. One
capsule every three hours was administered without any aggravation
~f the gas'ric distress. In twenty hours a normal menstruation was
well under way; the flow was slightly increased over that observed on
former c-casions. The pains had subsided. Ergoapiol (Smith) was
administered, one capsule three times a day, during the menstrual
period, which terminated in five days. The patient was instriited to




