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kindness and trust that its confidence niay not have been mnis-
placed.

As to-day we seek to, adapt t'e.atînient accordiug to, the e.ausc
of disease, so, looking back to, the remiotest ages, we find the
huiiuan instinct groping along, the saine pathway. But iii the
early ages of the race science wvas unknown, and miracle wvas
seen in every unexplainable phenonicenon. Hlence disease was
attributable to the wrath of a good being or the malice of an cvii
one, and treated accordingly. Amnong the ru(ler tribes tlic Mcdi-

ce- n a erelsay; but even. iii higher civilization we
flnd that in Egypt the piiests of Osiris anid Isis claixnied powvers
over diseuse; in Ass-yria, the priests of Gibil; iii Grecce, flue priests
of Aesculapius; in Judea, the priests of Jehovah. While those
have ceased to exist with the decay of their respective religions,
systems, the ruder primitive tribes have persisted. They a re
found amiiong the aboriginal tribes of Africa to-daýy, as also oni
this side of the Atlantic. Parkrnan, in discussingr the custouîs
of the Hurons, says: " A great knowxledge. of simples for the curee
oýf disease is popularly ascribed 'to the Indian. ilere, however-,
as elsewhere, bis know'ledge, is iii fuet sicanty. Hre rar-ely raci
froin -iuse to, effeet, or from. effeet to cause. Disease, in Ili,;
belief, is the resuit of -sorcery, tlue agency of spirits or supe-
-natural influences, uudefined and indefinable. The Juidianii dtw
wvas a conjurer, and his remiedies were to the last degree Pie1-
posterous, ridiculous or revolting«."

Among thie Coast Indians iln British Columbia, the praetive
is stili kept up, and it rnay interest you to hiear nie relate ht
1 saw not forty muiles from here, only three year 1,ago. lIn tlic
Indian villages, are to be found linge barnlike structurescull
raneheries, each consisting of one immense. rooin and capable ,
accomnmodating twenty or thirty families. Living close to naturev,
the floor, of course, is inother eart.h. Rough s-taîls, arrangl(l-
along the walls, separated by sereens of rush matting, and opea
towards the centre, form the noue too privato retreats of the ili-
dividual families. lEacli lighits its own fire on the earthen fleijr
opposite, whereon their rude cooking is doite. The smnoke escapes
thir6ugh the shingles, as there is no chimney, and in the absen,e
of windows flue light cornes in throughi the cracks in the wooidei
wvàlls. I went down one evening to such a place to see a sivik
Indian wvoman. It was dusk, and the waves of the sea were lap-
ping the beach close ut hand, while dusky chuldren flitted b 'v iii
the twilighit, engrossed in some pastime. On enteringr the onl1y
door in flie rancherie, 1 found it in utter dax'kuess, excepting for
,a sinall fire burning at the extremne end of flic building. flere
wvus n)resenited a study in liglht and shade to have suited a Reni-
brandt. Around the fire wvas arranged a circle of indian woniei
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