
CLINICAL LECTURE. LUi

The inference to be drawn from these extraordinary cases may be
summed ip m two words, someitinies applcable in surgery as in ottier
matters-ld desperandum.

Let me now draw your attention tu the 1it of accidents treated at

London Hospital duriug last year. Independent of hernias, reteutions
of urine. hæmmrriige from causes nut mentioned as accidents, they
amount to the large numnber ot 10,311. Qîut of iliese there Ure-Frac-
tures, 1216; Wouinds,2912; outusions,3269; Sprams, 1206; Dsisoca--
tions, 114; Coneussion uf btrat ,42; Burns and se's, 17; Bites of
dogs, &c, 131 ; Foreigtn bodies m various passages, 162; Corrosiwn from
acid, i ; Theeal abseuss trom ujury, 122 ; lulanunation lrOU îujury,
645 ; Attempts ait sicide, 34.

I have also before nie au mnteresting analysis of the fractures which
are arranced thus:-

Skuiil, 17; Face, 30; Spine, 7 ; Ribs, 222; Sternum, 4; Pelvis, 4;
Thigi, S0 ; Patelia, 17 ; Leg, 203 ; Foot, 39 ; zcapula, 13; Cinvicle,
137; Ilurnerus, 80 ; Foretrmi, 287; Hand, 126.

Thuis it w-il be seen ihat Iractures ut tîue furcarm are the mnst niuner-
ous. Next, in frequtenîey, are fractures of the ribs ; next, of the leg; tilen
the ciavie;e, hand, &c. ; and the boucs least ubuoxtous to fracture, are
those of the pelvis, the stermn, and the spme.

We deduce tis infercnce Il·um this list, that those parts of tli budy
which are mnost Ài use, are the must hable tu :racture ; as, for instance,
the furearmn. From an estimate 1 made sume years ugo, 1 louud, la uor-
roboration uf this renark, that fracture occurred mure frequenttly tu the
right forearma and the lett leg, and tit the ribs vere mure frequeutly
fractured un the left side (as pLerhps less defeunded by the jett ari).

I nowv proceed tu consider niie treatument of accidents in gent rat. )Cou
are first, then, to sec whi lier there is any bieedîug. Vn liatever Lthe na-
ture uf au iujury, hæoeîurrhage is your hrst care, and thereture il yuu sue
any marks of blood, yon strip off ihe cluthes aud luuk fir the source of
hoorrhiage, on wlhielb you ciap yuur linger, benîîg etr tamn uat haemourr.
hage frotu an artery witumîa oiîdmiary reachi cau be arrested uiomeut-
arily by pressure of the fiuger rtly appued. Oi this sutbject, however,
I shall treat wlen conte to the subCet ut ha'morrlîage.

The Iositiun and upjearane ot tue piatent wii souleutmes afferid you
at once a clue to ti nature uf the tujury, aud il he be sensiube ie vul
punît ont what lias iup1 enied. Thlius, if the tiigh be broveu, you w1ll
find in all piobabwltyj onle fout tuiried out, and an attempt to oiuve the
limb wilî cause exeritciatiîg pain; so, ahzu, pain uli attempt at nuun
will lead tu the detectiuon u ofotter Ira, tures. I have said tiîat the pa-
tient's own sensations will sumetimies lead yoi to a diaguosis of the inju-
ry, but this wiii iot aIways serve yuti. I retiieibr being called tu a
pluruber who had fu[len trîto the area of a iotise lie was enguged ut ; lie
wus unable to stir, but perlecty coiiiposed, and when I expressed my
Sorrow that he hlad met witi su severe ait mjîury, ie repied with a calin
Countenance that the iîschief was not su severe as 1 inagined, as lie
wa in no pain whatever. lie hlad, iowever, bruken lits spine in the
lOWer cervical region, and soui suik, .1 need not say, unîder the effects
Of this terrible injury.


