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THE TEACHING OF CHEMISTRY IN MEDICAL SCHOOLS.
BT

. CHARLES G. L. WOLF.

With very natural curiosity, the teacher is often asked by the medical
student, to what end, and for what purpose, is the teaching of a mass of
chemical facts, such as that given in the ordinary course in chemistry
in a medical college; and it must be éonfessed that, on serious reflection,
there is a certain amount of saneness in an apparently idle question.

In the four years that embrace the student life of the average student,
much is to be learned, and much, in fact, that is of obvious and instant
value, and which provokes no question. One.'must therefore be carefl,
in a purely scientific study such as chemistry, that its aims and practi-
cal bearing be brought into view as prominently as possible. At the
same time, admitting that -it is a strictly scientific pursuit, the other ex-
treme must be avoided, namely, that the scientific interest should be
excluded in the furtherance of the practical or clinical side.

In the medical course as given to the medical student of to-day, much
time is given, and rightly so, to the study of anatomy, physiology, patho-
logy, surgery, and medicine, and usually the time allotted to chemistry
is insufficient to go over the ground which the student is expected to
cover. Two remedies for this state of things may be advanced. Either
the time given to more purely medical work should be curtailed, which
is highly undesirable, or a previous knowledge of chenistry should be
exacted from the student on entrance. The latter is the ideal way, but
it, too, unfortunately, has its disadvantages, which «are more patent to
the teacher than to others. Among these are, that the chemistry taught
in soieof t'lhi hei- schoôls istosay ther a ust
fåetbi-ÿ. -Foracleof oth'er'assistance, thé teachinig is d ýoneby nïen wlio
have m6t themsevèse .réceived'a propii train-and ire lherefore; ven
with -thbest of intenitins;'not in a posfiion fo.ay the proper founda-
tions for the work to be followed out in. the medical collège. it is here.


