
SOM£ ETHNOGRAPRIC PHASES 0F CONCHOLOGY.

To the absence of ail knowledge of the metallurgie arts among
primitive nomade tribes, or to the want of the nietals thcmselves, as
anmong the natives of thc Australasian Archipelago, may be ascribed
many of the economic uses tu which sea shelis have been so widely
applied. They illustrate in a striking.manncr the adaptability of mnan
tu the rnost varied physical conditions of the globe, and frcqucntly
exhibit the imperfectly developed rcasouing facuities of the saoge,
-working witin narrow limite, alcin, to the instincts of the lower
animais. Thus we find curious accidentai affinities betwcen the rude
primitive arts of.the European savage in the dim dawn of the ancient
world's prehistorie centuries, thie cquaily rude arts of the Carib, or
the Gîmanche of the Antilles when brought to the knowicdge of the
old world ini the fifteenth century, and the simple devices of flie
Polynesians oceupying the Volcanie, or Coral Islands of the, Southcrn
Ocean, firat visited by Europeans in the eighteenth century. Owing
tu the absence, on many of thi siands of the Australian Archi- ilago,
flot, only of metais, but even of stone and wood, marine shJ,«' fntm.
t1ieý uost important available material alike for economie uti., and
ornament; and thc saine appears to have been the case, tuo .,-a
citent, among the Indians of the Antilles in ante-Columbian centuries.
The extreme beauty of mauy of the marine productions of the tropica
and flic Sonthcrn, Ocean, sufficiently accounts for their adoption for
personal adornment, as in the case of the Cyproea aurantia, or beau-
tiful orange cowry, of which specimens arc rately to be met with un-
drilled, owing tu its use as a favorite ornament of the natives of the
Friendly Islands. But these spoils of the occan acquire an additional
value, when, as in Central Afrîca, or among the American Indians
around flichead waters of the Mississippi, they have ail the added
virtues which rarity confers. Dr. Livingston, when leaving the
flelondas after a brief sojouru arnong them, thus records his friendly
parting with their chief : "IlAs the iast proof of fricndship, Shinte
came into my tent, though it could scarccly contain. more than onc
person, Iooked at ail the curiosities, the quiekeilver, the looking-giass,
books, hair brushes, eomb, 'watch, &c., &c., with the greatest intercst;
t'hen closing tlic tent, so that none of hie people might sec the cx-
travagance of which he was about to, be guilty, hc drew ont fromn bis
clothing a string of beads, -'nd the endl of a conical Sheli, which is
considercd, in regions far iromn the sea, of as great vaine as the Lord
Miayo's badge is in London. Rie hung it round my ncl, and said,


