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CLOSED COAL MINES.

Mr. J. C. Douglas, M. P. P, for Cape Breton, gave
notice in the House of Assembly last Friday of the
following motion: ‘that an order of the house
do issue for a copy of all correspondence between
the government or officers thercol, and all others,
in respect to the property of the Cape Breton Coal,
Iron and Railway eompany at Broughton, Cape
Breton county, during the year 1915 and 1916 up
to the present time, together with all correspond-
ence from the mines department or officers thereof,
of members of the government, to this company, its
officers or agents, or inspectors of mines, or others,
in reference to the conditions, operations and pro-
ductions of the said company.’”

Mr. Donglas has also tabled a series of gquestions
relating to the colliery at Bridgeport, Cape Breton,
asking when it was closed down, and the reason
therefor; whether there is any correspondence on
file relative to the matter, and whether the govern-
ment has any intention of taking steps to see that
the colliery is reopened.

Mr. Douglas follows these questions up with
others relating to other mines which have ceased
operations in different parts of the provinee. He
asks for a statement of the number of coal mines
now closed, with particulars as to loeation, the date
and the reasons of the elosing, und the steps, if any,
the government has taken to get them in operation
again,

He also tabled questions relating to mining cer-
tificates. He asks the government for the names of
the distriets or territory over which they severally
have jurisdietion. Ie also asks for a statement of
the number of certificates issued in each case, with
the fees and salaries received by the issuers thereof.
He also seeks information as to the number of cer-
tificates refused, with the names of the persons to
whom they were refused, and the reasons for the
refusals.

Mr. Douglas also seeks information as to the
names, addresses and nationality of all persons
grauted mining certificates in the year 1915, and
asks whether the examinations on which the ecer-
tificates were issued were held in public, and if so,
when they were held, and at what stations,”

It is well to have at least one member of the
House of Assembly who manifests keen interest in
the coal industry. What Mr. Douglas is after, pre-
sumably, is for an official declaration as to the clos-
ing down of the collicries named, for we have too
high opinion of Mr. Douglas’ intelligence to assume
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particularly

that he is not aware why the work at Broughton was
abandoned,  The ehief reason for the closing of
Broughton was shortage of eapital, and the inability
to progure it owing to the outhreak of the war.

There may have boen other veasons, known to the
Department of Mines, which the questions wiay dis-
close.  As for Bridgeport, it was known years be-
fore it closed that ita days were numbered, due

solely to the faet that the coal was becoming ex-
hausted.  No doubt there » coal in the old
pit, and Mr. Douglas may wish to put the Dep;
ment to the test as to its knowledge of why the pil-
lars, ete., have not been removed. It is not to be
thought of that Mr. Douglas wants a commission
to find the quantity of coal that mi i
able at Bridgeport, If there wer
any torics being appointed on the commission it
would be another story, but knowing that commnis-
sions are composed of stannch grits, people o not
see why Mr. Donglas should be so solicitous to pro-
vide nice little jounts and fair emolument for po-
litical opponents.

Do Mr. Douglas’ questions, as to eertificates and
examinations, imply that he would like to sce the
examinations open to the general public! Exami-
nations in publiec would not tend to the comiort of
he eandidates, nor the edification of the auditors.
+he examiners do not examine the candidates, They
hand the candidates papers on which are printed
questions 1 be answered by each.  The prineipal
duty of the examiner is to prevent urreptitions
references to tables, ete, or copying the one cin-
didate from the other. The wnswers to the ques-
tions by Mr. Douglus may, of course, be more or less
informative.

Commenting on  Mr. Douglas’ questions pro-
pounded in the House of Assembly, the Herald says:

“The large number of coal mines which have
been celosed down in the lust few years, or for one
reason or another have been operated in a very re-
stricted way, has had a marked effeet "» the falling-
off in the production of coal. The opposition take
the ground that the government has been singularly
remiss in looking after the mining interests of the
provinee,”’

And then the Herald refers to the mines closed
down in addition to Broughton and Bridgeport, viz:
Port Hood, Mabou, and Thorburn, The Herald, in
asserting that the closing down of the mines has
had a marked effect in the falling off o/ production,
is probably in error; at least the assertion must not
be allowed to pass unchallenged. Had the men at
these mines been thrown idle then there might be
cause for the assertion, DBut the lact is thut when
Bridgeport shut down the men were absorbed in
other collicries of the ecompany. When the Dewm-
mond colliery was elosed, on account of the fire,
many of the men found work in Sweliarton, and the
same may be said of Thorburn. Lhe Lulling ofl in
shipments at some poiits, ow to closing of the
mines, tended to inereuse shipiucnts at other points,
The falling off in shipmciis i the early part of
1915 was due to lack ot oivers. Lhere were inereased
shipments the latter pari ol ihe year, and these
would have been muech gieater but for the scar-
city of labor. How much would shipments increase
if the whole doze: closed mines were to reopen
next week? Very little, for the reason that the




