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A NEW ADULTERATION OF PORT WINE.

BY E. B. SHUTTLEWORTH.

Having recently had occasion to test a number of samples of
port wine, I principally directed my attention to the detection of
foreign coloring matter as affording the best evidence of falsifica.
tion. On applying the test recommended by Lapeyrere,* five out
of the fourteen samples examined gave colorations differing from
the remaining nine. This test appears to be of some value, but I
have no doubt that considerable experience is required before a de-
finite and satisfactory conclusion can be arrived at. Filtering paper
is saturated with a solution of acetate of copper, dried, and dipped
in the suspected wine. If genuine, a greyish rose-red color is pro-
duced. Logwood is said to give a distinct sky-blue, while other
coloring matters give modifications of the original natural tint.

On examining by the spectroscope, the nine samples before al-
luded to, the spectra produced showed no special characteristics,
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