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So far wie have gone over the principal features of the Boinbycide,
more in explanation of the sequence adopted by me in the Check Lists,
and which is that of D)r. Packard's Synop)sis Of 1864, than iii any
attenipt to re-classify the family. But Dr. Packard gives no definitions
of the highier graups, and the diagnoses of the new genera do not include
certain structural characters, as, for instance, the neuration. I cannot
here atternpt to limnit the genera, and I only give the c!iaracters %vliich
render the higher groups more or less recognizable. The iieuration niust
be comparatively studied. As a wvhole it seeins to me ta show characters;
of simplicity. The celîs are generally open ; there is an absence of
accessory celis and croîvding of veins, sucli as we see in some ather
familes of maths. We can believe that the Spkin-gida niay have been
thrown off from the saine stem wvhen we compare the neuration. Othier
characters, such as the absence af ocelli, may be additional indices. ]In
the .ZVoctuidce the ocelli are quite rarely absent, iii the GeomnetridS quite
rarely present. But they appear iii sanie sub-families of Bomlbycide,
though flot in the lower ones and in the nmore typical S pinners, such as, I
think, stand nearer ta the Hawk Maths. The Bombycide are, as we find
chemn now, detached groups with very diverse reseniblances ta other nowv
distinct fanîilies of Maths. In this diverse resemblance lies the proof of
the synthesis 'vhich the Spinner Mathis present. To detachi the different
sub-families which we have here discussed is ta lose sight of sorne of those
finer questions of relationship which a close àtudy af these insects calîs
up. No, family of Maths is mare interesting ta the student on this
account than the Boynbycide, with its great diversity of structure, appear-
ance and habit. To the col 'lector the beauty of the maoths', thieir bright
calors, the soft shading', the size af iost of the species is equally tenîpt-
ing, wvhile ta the practical mmnd, the fact that the silk-worm, Bombyx
mon, and ather silk-producers, belaig ta the Bomibycid-e, nmust render the
pursuit of these insects sufficiently attractive. They live short lives, the
incamplete mouth parts render food-taking ta many kinds an impossibility;
they live so, long as caterpillars or chi-ysa1ids, and lay their eggs and die.
But the human nîind seizes upon the inany cansiderations, wvhicli il lias
evolved from a study of the facts presented by these creatures, and turnls
theni ta its profit or its pleasure.
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