
THiE CANADIAN ENTOMOLOGIST.

At a meeting of the committee, April 17, 1792, it ivas resolved, that
for obtaining information tif the facts necessary for forming the natural
history of this insect, before ils eir;,e evaîzis/imeni fromn among ils, it be
recommended to ail persons wvhose- situation may have brouight thema into
acquaintance wvith any such facts, to comimunicate the saine by letter,
addressed to Thormas Jefferson, Esq., Secretary of the State to the United
States.

Nine questions were proposed, on which information wvas particularly
wanted. 1 quote here offly the first.

IlIn wvhat year, and at ivhat time of the year, ivas this animal observed
for the first time ? Does it seemn to have made its appearance in this
country only of late years, or are there any reasons for supposing that it
ivas known, in any part of the Ujnited States previously to the commence-
ment of the late revolution ?"

The resolutions of this mieetingr are printed in full in Carey's .<4mericaiz
Mufiseumii (Philadeiphia, 1792, vol. xS., June, PP* 285-:287) by the com-
mittee.---Thomnas Jeffersoni, IB. Smith Barton, Janies Ilutchinson, Caspar
Xistar. The AmIericai .illuseuni ivas discontinued after 1792. The last
volume contains no: report of the committee.

As is obvious fromn the first question, it wvas at this time flot settled
ivhetlier the insect had been observed here before the revolution, or not.
Mr. A. Fitch quotes the publication in the Aierican ..4useuni, and stated
that no report had been made by the committee. The importance of
this question, and of a comrnittee with Jefferson at the head, led me to
.ask Prof. J. P. Lesley whether the old minutes of the Philosophical
Society contain any unpublished report, or anything else relating to the
Hessian FIy. I received from Mr. Henry Phillips, juli., secretary of the
society, the following answer, under date of Marcîh 28, 1884-

At the request of Prdf. Lesley, I have examined our old minutes iii
reference to the Hessian fly, and append on next page the resuits of my
search. 1 K-now positiveiy* that before the revolution our newspapers
are full of communications iii reference to the Hessiain Fly eo zinmm.e. 1
cannot cail to mmid any one paper, but I remember perfectly frequently
seeing these articles when reading for other purposes. I cannot find
that the committee ever reported.

* The Italics are by INr. 1-1. Pliillips.


