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LeaveS frein Gosses@ RoManice of NatUiral
Ifflstory.

TIMES AND SEASONS.

"To overvthing Ihero is a soason ; Il anti, ini ils soason, Overy-
thing as co'ney. WiVnIer is net %vilhout lis charm. the charmn of a
granad and desolate majesty. The Arcteic ygr have seen Kîng
Wintor on bis throno, and a foul royal despot ho is. Wlaien the
mercury is solid in the bîaib, 10 look abroad on the boutidiess wasîe
of snoiv, ail silent andi motaoniess, an thae very madst of the sixc-
months' night, muist be somoîlainag arfui. .And yet thore as a giory
and a beau:y visible in prefection unly then. There is the rnoon,
of dazzling brightncss, carching aroInd Ilse horizon ; tisore are ton
tlaoa.sand crystals of crisp and cracklin£r stiow reflectitig lier beans;
there are the stars flasising and sparkliasg wilh unwvontoci shar-
xsoss ; and thore is thse glorious aurora s'panning the pur le SI,
%vith. its arch of coruscating beams, now advancing, now rec ing,
like angeic vachers cnaged in mystic dance, noiw siaoolin -forah
rpears and dants of lvaî ight wiîh rustlmnr' whasper, anil now
safasrling a broad flagg of cnim.qoned flame, that difftuses itseif over
the heavens, and is ariflected from thae unsuiad snov benoatis.

The appearance of thae f.esi, aflor a niîghi's hieavy snow in caim
%vealhor, aSVOTy beasiliful. On the haorizontal boughs of the spruces
and hemnlock-pinos, il rests in lsoavy, fleecy masses, wvhich take
the forra of hanging drapery, while the contrast betvroon tho bril-
liant Nvhiteness of the elothiaig and the biackness of the sombre

foliag-O is fane and strikin,-. Nor are the formns wivil the dri/led
snow assumes less attractive. Ilore, il lies an genfie undulations,
sweliing and sinking- ; thore, ina billie rapples, Jàke the saad of a
Pea-beach ; liore it stands up like a perpendacular ivali ; there,
'ake a cortical hall ; here, i as a long, deep trenchi; there,
a liat, overiaanging table ; but one of ilie mest claarmiag of ils
Manly-vasaged appararaces is ilhat presented by a shed or out-holise
%vell laung witla cobwebs. Afior a drift, ilie saautv is sceen, in grenter
or lesa masses, lo have atîaciod atseif to Ilae cobvebs, ant i angs
from lihe rafters anad ivaIIs, andi frnrn coulaer Io corner, ina gractsfui
draper), cf thae purest tviaaîo, and of Iale rnot faaaîiaslac slaapes.

'l'le eleg-ant arabesques tuat the frust forms on Our tviidov-panes,
anthie iata biadles and serraied swords of iriaici hoar-frost as
compoced, are beatlftil ; rand sîill more exquasaîely claarinarag are
thse symanelricai six-rayed stars osf fallîaag, snow,,%viien cauffii on a
dnrk, surface. Bot 1 tiiiik aoîlaing produced by thae ma-te toucli of
winter can excel a pieasomonon 1 have ofion seeza mn tue %woods of
Canada and Newvf6ur.diand, where it is fainiiianly called silver-
lhaaw. Il is causeti by nain doscendiag Mvien tuie slratam of air
nearest the oarth is beoow 32 deg., anti conscqueaîly freozing the
irastant it touches any objoot ; thc ice accumulaies %vith overy drop
of raii, uashil a transparent,. glassy ceatiaag is formeti. Oas Ilae shrubs
an([ trees, thae effeot is magical, anti r ,minds one of fairy scories
describeti in orientai fables. Evory limte hwig, every brancis, ove-
ry leaf, oveny biade of grasb is enshrined in crysial i thse whole
forest is coanposed of sparklin-, transparent glass, even t0 tlie
miaule leavos of the panes and ers. t

Buat ail this is the beauty of deats. ; and thte naturalist, though lio
niay, anti does, admire ils peculiar Ioveliaaess, yet longs for the
opcmiasg,- of spriag. To his impatience i lihas seemed as if il %would
nover corne ;but, ai lasi, on semne morniag towvard thse end of Apri,
the sun rises wvithout a cioad, the soutlh-twst wvînd blovis sBofîly,
and ho walks forthi, ci Nvrapt in Elysirn."I Life is rsow absoad :
iarks, by scores, are pourang, lortia swoet carcals, as they îaaag and
soar an lte dazziîg briglness of lthe sky ithe blackbard is wvarb-
ling, flute-hike, in the coppice ; s ilwnev]y corne across the
sea, sioeepmng and lwaittering joyoiisiy ; t ie lithoe ohive-ciad warb-
lors antd wvite-thnoats are creeping about like mice amon?, the
twig9 of the laedges ; and, ha !-sWooliest of ail 6oundsof eprîng!
tiacre are those two simple notes, tisat tiarill through, the vory
heart,-he voice of tihe ctsckoo ! -'

Ilote, too, are the butlerfiies. Tihe homely Il whales" of the
garden arc flitting about the cabbagcs, and Iale ta%çny " browns "1

are aing aloag the hedgo-rows tha, diavide Ilte meadTots - the
dilicate" ciritnslone I cornes boundinç; over thse fonce, anti alights
on a bed of primroses, ilseif scarcoly IDdistiaguishablo firrù one 'of
them. On tihe commons and open downis thae ioioiy uitIle " blues"I
are frislcin.- in anintaied play ; andi bore and thore a sill 'more
minute"c copper"I - tiniest of the btitterfiy race - rubs togother
ils little xvings, or spreads îhem to the suin, glowing %vath scanjet
lustre likoe a coal of ire. t

The streams, ireed froua Iie turbidity of the wintèr raiai, roll in


