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TORONTO, OCTOBER, 1887.

RAILWAY COMMISSIONS.

Il an interview with a Toronto Globe
reporter Mr. Moberly, metaher of the
Railway Commission, is represented as
saying, that the visit of hinself and Mr.
Burpee as a delegation of the Commis-
sion to the United States, led to their
being impressed very favorably with the
working of the Inter-State Commerce
Iaw and the interpretation of it by the
Commission of which Judge Cooley of
Michigan is the head. There can be no
doubt that the moderate course taken
by the American Commission hasalmost
entirely dissipated the fears which at
one time existed of disastrous results
to follow the carrying into effect of the
law, and it is hardly to be wondered at
that Mr. Moberly was favorably imn
pressed with the existing stitte of affairs.
The establishment of a comiîîîassion on
the other side of the line must modify to
a considerable extent the opposition of
many to a cominission in Caaula, for the
great fear was that it would be ruinous
to Canadian railway inîterests to allow
the imposition of higher rates on througi

[O)eronit, 1887.

tratlic than were charged on the througha ng the managaient in private banda
linles of the lUnited States There i% 110 %% itI proier jbowîr- nf check in the lands

realsoli why a comiiiiissiioi of Citiadeiais if th- representatives of the people, or
sultti id liot show egnal good s inse in our in oflier mturds, a puic comission to
aiirs wi ith that whicli has mlîarked the ritrat on lixtdI lies tte

ctiurist of the A i.tricaii C ommissionrs,itid tl voiiaes We notie tlat
anîd if this wals dnî te, the railways of it il rt-tint interview %Ir. (iauicvy N.

Caiida iud inot sufler itore tlhe:n t lie i 1iri-ideit of t New York C

railways of the UVited st -s ltate ail- Iral, miaile opposiîag goveriiiilcit owlier-

Stadîy done. 'lhis is iot tecess;arily an h)p of tit' ronds, expresses hinuucf heurt-
atrgumeniiit in favor of estab ii g n coi.i- i4- iii fit-or of govertiwnt eheeka ahd
ini'-'ioti in Canada, beut there aire two ,ulwrvisinii. This we take as strong

fa-ts whicli always have beel n ft.% or tf for li-lies-ng that tfe oiving of
that N iew anîd, ii our opnittih n, ini tite ll utiglit to lé-gitiiiiate publie iiterest
chaiged state of ittatirs sinceo the pro- i the management of railways wili resuit
posal for a commiiuisioi Ias last lefore It'îîeticiallyto the roads themselves rather
Parliamtitent, should be regarded as more tlin otherwise.
important than they we-re at that tiume. h ie not inprobable that the present

'le lirst of these' is that a vonunission iion wbich is to I investigate
is IL protection to railway companies n report <)on this subject wili advocate

againist one atother. The inereasedcom- the appoiutiîîeut of a permanent éom-

petition of the two great railways of mission and, if this in dorie, there will be
Cuniada îmust recessarily lead to dispute îîany who will advocate that aide of the

and litigation as also are the extensions case wlo previously were indifférent or

of both likely to lead to diflicul- een hostile to the plan.

ties with smaller coiapanies. A bench
of experts in railway law and practice THE RED R VALLEY ROA.
devoting their time wholly to the con-
sideration of the intricate problemîs aris- GREAT as wu the complication caused
ing out of the present condition of rail- by the attempt to build the Red River
way atfairs would be more likely to give Valley Railway, it was as notbisg to
detinite and satisfactory judgments upon tue confusion worse confounded which

these questions than any ordinaty.judges lias arisen siice the abandonment of the
possibly could. nork for the prosent season. To pro.

Again the tendency toward Govern- sent 'sen a sunîary of the lfacta
ment control, as we have previously lrought out in the public prou on Iun-
pointed out, and as indicated elsewhere denialile authority," by alleged inter-
in this issue, is growing. Such coutrol, views miLl public nen, proceedinga in
we believe, would le an untinecessary ad- public courts, and otherwise, would re-
dition to the Governnent's functions, (uire far more space than we can Rive,
and iijurious to the public interest. even to so important a subject. To at-
But nany things injurious to the public tempt to follow the charges, counter.
interest are carried througi legislative charges, and wonderfui, legal, political
bodies as the result of public clamor and cconoîic discussion, wnich have
against some real or fancied evil sinply taken place within the inonth, would ho
because nobody coies forward in tiie a still more hopelea tank.
to propose the true remedy. It is, in Therc is no doubt, however, thât the
our opinion, more than probable that if work ba been suspended with every
the growiig public desire for fuller pub, probalility of not being reaumed this

lic control over public corporations such seaoii. The acason given by the Mani-
as railways is not met in some w-ay, the re- tobaGovernment for taking this position
suit will lie that public ownership and is inability to aise the funds neceasary
management of these institutions will Le for carrying on the work. It is to 
dematded with suci vigor that legisla- supposcd that, before yieiding Lo this
tors will be found some day weak iîuniiiiating, iot to Say disgraceful lices-
enough to enact the law ntecessary for sity, the Govenment of Manitoba
carryinîg out such a change. The great sought by every naans to proceed with
objects to be achieved in railways are fie work, so that wlien the facts are ail
enterprise and careful management to- out it will probably be found that some
gether with consideration of the public aImost desperate make-ahifta were re-
iîitr-rest. Titis cîlat le aclîies-ed liy i sorted to. Wiine on thiw question of


