Madagascar.

only a kitchen and a garret, leaving his house |
to the soldiers, who occupied it still twenty
days nfter his departure.”

We hope and believe that the expo-
sure of these tyrannical proceedings,
through the medinm of the press, will .
have the etfect of mitigating, if'it can-
not destroy, a system of oppression '
which is cqually disgraceful to the
country and the age.

It is some relief to find that British
Christians, ever alive to the claims of
religious liberty, aud roused when
they see it violated, have nobly de- |
cared their sentiments at a special
meeting of the “ Tiree Dexomina-
tioxs,” recently held in London.
Their fourth resolution is,

“That the members of this body cannat,
therefore, refrain from expressing their deep
cancern, that the Government of Holland, a
country once so greatly distinguished as the
asplum of our persecuted fathers, has exposed |
a large number of its own subjects to the
operation of a penal luw, divectly at variance
with the principles of religious freedom; that
they affectionately present their fraternal
sympathy to their persecuted Christian bre- |
thren, assuring them of the lively sense they |
entertain of the wrongs they suffer, and of the
indignity thus put upon our common Christ-
janity; and that they earuestly desire and
pray that the day may speedily arrive, when
neither in Holland, nor elsewhere on the
Cantinent of Eurape, the sacred rights of
conscience shall be invaded, by the assumption,
on the part of the civil power, of that jucis-
diction which belonys only to God.”

.

MADAGASCAR.

In this island persecution has =ssumed a
yet more cruel forn than *v Holland.  Not
only has the government of the island for-
bidden the promulgation of Christianity
there, but uas commenced a bitter persecntion
against the Christian converts.  One of these
emverts, a female in good cireumstances,
named Raranavany, was imprisoned on
account of her Christian profession, and
during a period of eight or ten days was fro-
quently and cruelly tortured, to induce her
to renounce her faith. Having sustained
these trials with a holy fortitude, nud refus-
ing either to recant, or to impeach her com-
panions in the faith, she was condemned to
die, and submitted calmly to the execution of
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the sentence, a spear being run through her
body, on the 14th of August last year.

“ Never did a Christian martyr in the
annals of the church suffer from motives
more pure, simple, and unmixed with earthly
alloy. She had never hewd of any after
glory of martyrdem on earth,  No external
splendour had been cast around the subject
in her mind, by reading any lives of martyrs.
All was to her obluquy and contempt,  Her
own father and relatives to the very last
accused her of stubbornness. ‘The people
generally  regacded her as stubborn, and
worthy of punishment even on that account.

* She had no earthly friends to support and

cheer her.  She was not poor in outward
civeumstanees, and by recantation and by
humbling herselt to beg pavdon of the Queen,
she might very probably have saved her life.
But her whole heart, as her letters testify,
was filled with thelove of Jesus.  Sheendured
as seeing Him who is invisible.  Her letters
are compuosed principally of passages from the
gospels and epistles, and these, doubtless,
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, were
the entire support of her wind in the last
hour of trinl.  She died directly and exclu-
sively in defence of the guspel.”

This unlonked-for and appalling event has
created a deep sensation in Great Britain,
and many of the churches have held special
nrayer meetings in behalf of their brethren,
snffering under the scourge of heathen perse-
cution ; aud, as amid the wide range of mis-
sionary  exertion, for many years past, the
Lard has been graciously pleased to exemnpt
his peaple fram so severe a trial of their faith,
the most intense interest has been excited on
the present occasion.

Mardagasear, it will be recollected, is a very
Targe island, containing a dense population,
situated on the eastern coast of Afrida, and
has fur smine years past been accupied by the
London Missionary Society, which, until the
commencement of the reign of the present
Savereign of the Country, has had a nuam-
ber of missionaries Jabouring there with much
success amony the natives,

A Jarge Missionary Meetiug has heen held
in London on this occasion, of which a hishly
interesting report is contained in the English
prrindicals.  We hope to furnish our readers
with a more detailed account of what has
occurred, in our Missionary Register of next
munth.  Meanwhile let every Christian lift
up his heart in earnest prayer to God that he
will protect his people under their heavy
trials, and make all this oppreition and
cruelty turn out to the *furtherance of the
Gospel,” and the advancement of his holy
cause in the earth.



