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DIVINE AGENCY IN MODERN MISSIONS.+

T -IE agency of God is not more manifest in creation than in
4' Ihistory. Signs of I-is handiw'ork may be seen in every age.

H-istorians bear testimony, that the whole period bears marks of
a comprehiensive, all-embracing plan, with a. unity and harmony
which no human foresight could have designed, norhuman energvy
lhave wroughlt out.

The design of this paper is to show forth this Divine agency
as revealed jin that part of history whichi relates to modemn mis-
sions. Iii the mission work of the early Christian church, whose
record is in' Acts, the presence and agyency of God were clearly
manifested and recogrnized. The entire work ir' its inception,
history, and progress xvas of God. Hc- -elected and 1)repared the
missionaries, gave them, a door of access to the Gentilles, and
accompanied their preaching with migyhty sigr's follo\wing.

In th hisory r'd rgress of modemn missions, the sanie su-

pernatural agency is as clearly visible. The workings of Hlmi w-ho
alone doth wondrous things may be traced ail alonig the uine.
The whole period is as a burning bush, every twig of which is,
aiflame wiÎth the Divine presence.

A field so vast and varied mighlt be viewed froi n anv stand-
points: but it xviii not be possible, in the space of this l)aper, to
do more than indicate, iii broad- outline, the leading- paths ofE Divine activity.

Viý'ewingz the history of modern missions as a wvhole, t1iu
agcencV of God is first seen in preparing the church to engage in

Kthis work. For cen tu ries previous to the modern-niissi on era,I1iJtle
mission -xvork had been either attempted or accomplishied. 'l'le
reasor'is iot difficuIt to find. The churchwxas asleep. Spirit ial. d cat h
xvas brooding over lier. Probably atno timie since tie Reforma-.tioni
was spirituial Iifc so]low as about the iniddle of last century. Spirit-

ual dsolaion-as xidespread. In France, infidelitv prnae

the nation ; i Britain, ritualismn, free thoughit, Socinian ;and
other ý"isiis'" paralyzed the life of the church; in Amierica, as
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