4 THE OUTLOOK: BOME BIGNS OF THE TIMES. [Januury

of Jesus Christ, the one Church of Christ, and liberty in the int‘erpr.ctatifm
of the Scriptures, are the basis of mutual fellowship, cooperation in mis-

sions, and the prevention of unwholesome rivalries.* This is, perhaps, as
: d, yet it embraces no confes-

wise and satisfactory a basis as any proposc : 1o con
sion of the Holy Spirit as the only source of regeneration, anc?. (.llsmplc-
easily. perverted, which in these

ship of Jesus Christ” is a vague term; easl _
days would be held by twenty different sects in as many different senses.

Onc noticeablo feature about this movement tc?wzzrd oEltward if not
orgenic unity, which will be objectionable to many, is the wxdespreafl ten-
dency to embrace if possible not only the Gr?ek, but Ron.lan Chm'cl.z {n the
aliiance ; and, in the popular cry for ¢ charity,”’ tho{re is a new difficulty
created—viz., the risk of appearing aisloyal to love, in seeking to 130 loyal
to the Lord Himself. Sometimes one is compeiled to speak out plainly, at

risk of being misunderstoed, for a politic silence may be tacit consent to
We may ab least venture to ask

i

crror, or even treason against truth.
a question or two, First, of what use is an external formal unity with

internal division and dissension? The Roman Catholic Church is
nowinally one, but it represents beliefs widely differing, from the prac-
tica’ly Calvinistic Jansenists, to the Jesuits who believe most of all in their
own infallibility. The Anglican Church is nominally one, but there is
within it s ritualistic High Church, a rationalistic Broad Church, and an
cvangelical Low Church, and the fiercest war is waging within the ecclesi-
astical landmarks, Is not 2 nominal division, with real sympathy und
amity, more the unity for swhich our Lord prayed, than a nominal umon
covering a real division ?

Some schemes of Church unity would never embrace all Christians.
Some, who must be reckoned among the truest and holiest believers, can-
not consc_ent.ously join hands with Romanismn ; for to them this is a ques-
tion not of forbearing with minor differences, but of tolerating fundamen-
tal errors in doctrine and practice. To ask them to countenance, cven
indirectly, the worship of the Host in the mass, the intercession of saiuts,
penance, purgatory, the abominations of the confessional, the idolatry of
tLe Virgin and Joseph, the infallibility of the Pope, the surrender of the
right of private jndgment, and the withholding of the Scriptures frem the
people, is to ask them to wink ai ten of the deadliest errors ever known in
Church history, and they simply cannot do it. To them, moreover, the

papal power represents not only a churck, but 2 kingdem. A church has

* The Committee on Christian Unity, consisting of Rev. Drs, W. H. Ward, 8. W. Dike, A. H.

Quint, and Georgo E. Hall reported, recommending as a basis of unijon :
1. The acceptance of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments inspired by the Holy Ghast

to be the only authoritative revelation of God to man. 2. Discipleship of Jesus Christ, the Divine
Savior and Teacher of the world. 8. The Church of Christ, which is His body, whose great mis-
sion it is to preach His Gospel to *he vorld. 4. Liberty of conscience in the interpretation of the
Scriptures and the adminfetration of the Charch. Such an sliiance of the churches whoald Lave
regular meetings of thelr representatives, and should haso for its object among others: 1, Mutual
acquaintance and fellowship, 2. Cooneration in foreign and dowestlc misslons, 8. The preven-
tion of r* alries between competing churches in the same ficld,




