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of Jesus Christ, the one Churoh of Christ, and liberty in tho interpretation

of the Seriptures, are the basis of mnutuai fellowship, cooperation in mis-

sions, and the prevention of unwliolesoine rivalries.* This is, perhiaps, ts

wise and satisfactory a hasis as any proposcd, yet it emnbraces no confes-

sion of the IIoly Spirit as the only source of regrencration, and ££ disciple-

ship of J oses Chirist" is a vague'term, easily. pervcrted, ivhiclî in thesp-

days would be held by twernty differont sects in as many different senses.

Onc noticcablo feature about this movement toward out-vard if not

orgi cuaiy, -which will be objectionable to mnany, is tho 'widespread tel,-

dency to embrace if possible not only the Groek, but Roman Chiurcli in the

alli-anGe ; and, in the popular cry for " charity, " there is a new difliclty
crcated-viz., the ri of appearing étisloyal to love, in scelzing to bc loyal

te 11he Lord llimself. Somnetirnes one is comlpelcd to speak out plainly, at

risk of being inisundcrstood, for a politic silence rnay be tacit consent to

orror, or even treason against trutli. We niay at least venture to, askr

a question or tivo. First, of what lise is an external formiai unity ivith
internai division and dissension ? The Roinan, Catholie Churel is

nozuinally one, but it represents beliefs widely differing, fromn the prac-

tica7ly Calvini:itie Jalîselnists, to thc Jesuits Who behleve 11nosL Of aIl in tlîcir

ovn infallibility. The Anglican Churcli is nomninally one,ý but there is

withil, it a ritualistic Higli Churol, a rationalistic Bro-ad Church, and ail

evangelical Low Chuirch, and th(- flercest 'war is wagriig within tice ecclesi-

astical landrnarks. Is not a nominal division, with real syinpatby &4n(

aluity, mnore the uniity for which our Lbord prayed, than a nominal uilonl
covering a real d;vision ?

Sonie sciiemes of Church unitv would nover enîbrace ail Christians.
Soule, Who ilust bc rcklosncd among thc truest and holiest behlevers, caul-

uot coscLîsyjoin ]îands ivith RZomanism ; for to thcmn this is a e-

tion not of forbearing with minor differences, but of tolerating fuindamein-

tMi errors iii doctrine and practice. To ask thein to countenance, .ývcn

indircctly, tle worshiP Of tlc llost ini the mass, tll(, intericUssion of saint-,

pecnau'ce, Plirgatory, the abominations of thc confessional, thc idolatry of

tLe Virgin and Joseph, tlie infaîlibility of the Pope, the surcnder of th(.

rigîrt Of private jnldgmenlt, and the wit'hholding of the Scriptures fr-mi thc

people, is to ask them to wink au ten of the deadlicst errors ever known in

Churdli historY, and thcy simplY cannot do it. To thcml, inorcover, the
papal power represents not onîy a ckurck, but a kiingd-,iL. 2£ churc.. lias

* The Coinuittee on Christian Unity, conaisting of ReV. Dre. W. Hl. Ward, s. W. Dike, j. .
Quint, arnd George B. fii! reported, rccornucnding as a basis of uinion:

1. The acccptance of thec Scriptuits of the Old and. xew Testaments inispircd hy 110, CfJ ia
10 li fli oniyanthritai elation of God *0 man. 2. Diý-rpiaship of jesujs CrstvDv

Savorad Techr o th woid.3. The Churcli of Chri.4t, which is is body, wboso4 gruu naiti-
slon it fa tb preacli IlF8 Gospel 10 the zorid. 4. Liberty of conscience in the interpreuaitioaî of the
Scripturca and thé adinitration o! thse Cisurcl. Such an alliance o! flie churcIiahoudL'

regnar metins 0ftherc epresttive, and abonid hsa;o for its object among, others . 1. mutuai
acquintncesudfeiowaip.2. Cooccration '13 forcign and doineatic missions. 3. Thc preven.-

tion Of r",daines bcîwccn coznpcting churceis lu the saine field.


