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ceeded in accomaplishing muclh, the. gratef ul expressions of large num-
bers tcstify.

Tlîat thiere lias been but imperfeet fulfiliment of solemn promises,
is no reflection upon'hiîi, whvlo,withi sucb untiringm efforts, obtained thexu.
A true f rîend to Turkey, aîd .sceking the best interests of lier people,
lie was in fulil hiarmony witýl those mnen and wvomen -%vlio were also
seeking lier truc wqal by preacliing and tcaching the eternal. principles
of truth, wliich, wlien received by any nation, must rcdound to its
niost g1enuine prosperity.

Great changes lîad, however, already corne. Some glimmer of the
liglht slining so brîgbtly lu Western Christcndomn had pcnetrated hiere.
Turkcy, evei tlîrough. lier wars, lîad corne into contact witlî a different
ci'ilization from ber own. Mahmud II. liad hiad sincere2 thougli per-
haps, indefiite desires for a better condition of things for lus country.
The faîl of the Janizaries had put an end to a military despotism, and
wîth tlec disappearance of thîs, Mahimud hiad hoped te accomplishi some-
tbing. The Sultain met witb oniy opposition fromn tlle throng of Turkislî
officiaIs, and littie te bclp lîini iu any quarter. Tflere is sometliing
rather toucliing iu the crude efforts hie inado. If lie hadl lîad a fuller
enlighltenrncnt and lîad received greater sympathy, i-, miglît lhave
aclîievcd liappier resuits. le, liowever, like- nîany anotlier dreamner,
dicd witlxout seeing, lus visions take the form of realities, but lie bc-
queathed to bis son, Abdu-l-Mej:id, a disposition towards reform. Thîis
youth o f 16 came te tlîe tbrônc in 1839. Ie wvas amiable and well-
intentioncd, and lîad mucli about hlm that -%vas bunuane and kindly,
but lie wvas aise weak and irresolute. The personai. relations betwccn
liii and lord Canningi seemi to bjave been of unusual friendlincss, and'
it is probable that under the influence of suicl a character'as tlîat of the
"Great Elclîi" inore was ebtained'from, Iim than if lie bad bcen of a dif-
ferent mould. Most of the Turkisli statesmen -wcre antagonistic te tlîis
influence, and souglit te unake the yeung Stdtan a prcy te their machii-
nationse. It was, therefore, with infinite patience and skill tîxat niost
of the reforma wvere obtained. There was, however, oue Turkishi of-
ficial, Rash1id Pasha, wlîo was iu ivarin synipatliy witlî these newv ideas.
Hie liad becu ambassador to Ewgland, and later te Paris, during t1he
a3ninîstration of M . Guizot.

A4bdu-l-.Mejid, v'cry carly in lus reign, asseînbled nt bis palace the
vassals of his empire and lus officiaIs with the foreig. i ambassadors, and
caused te 'Le read te tlieni tue first formnal Bill Of Riglbts ever graritcd
by tue Sultans. It wa.s the "liaLtti Slierif of Gui liane." It did not
touchi tlîe subjcct of religion but confined itself te three points:

"ist uaanteingt'O all the subjects of the Porte sccurity of life,
hioner and proecrty.

1'2a. Regil ar systeni of Icvying and collccting the taxes.


