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against patronage wvas carried on in Scotland.
-And ien in this distant land 1 beard of the
steadfastness of Dr. Clialmers in behiaif of' the
Clîristain pçople, and read bis noble speeches
expotinding the just and-Scriptural distinction
bctween the province of tic civil magistrale
nnd the churchi courts; and wl'ben 1 read too of'
Dr. IMakeilar, the present inoderator, and
others, appearing at the bar of the Court of
Session wvith the ininisters of the Presbytery of'
Dunkeld, willing, likie the ancient w'orthiesi to,
suifer shame for the cause of' Christ, I feit that
the Churcli of Scotiand, ;as far dearer to me
dian ever, and I could say witli Deborali and
Baxak-"My heurt is toward the governors of
Israel wvho ofi'cred, thernselves willingly."

My advice then is, that in a great fighit of
afllictions,.ve should give, wvat bielp wve can te
our fathers and brethren. Our voice rnay bo
feeble, but a voice lifted arnong the wvoods or
Canada, bearing testiinony to the trulti that
the churchlibas lier privileges whlich no law of

man may overbear, is %vell fitted to, strengthen
thecir hands. 1t is weli kinowh bowv rnuch, the
Presbyterians in Holland encouraged our chutrcli
while in lier sufferings from the prelates after
the seconid Reformation. 1 have seen D.Whole
volume of episties from Çhristians in that
country to thecir suifering breilhren in Seotlaad,
synîpathising vvitli tlîem in their afflictions, and
charging thern to be faithiful, fur it wvas the
cause of God they hud espoused. I think,
thereflore, sir, connected as wje are se closely
with the cliurchi of Scotland, it is our duty, for
1 hiope it is not too, late, to corne forward at
this great crisis, and to, give an expression of
our devoted attachi-ent to bier interests, and
our cordial approval of' the prineiples for wvhicli
she is contending. Iloping this~ifllbe received
Iïn the spirit in %whicb it is written,

I arn, learsir,
X'ourinost obedient servant,

JOHN HOGG.
York Mtilîs, £21d Sept., 1840.

III1STORY MND CULTURE 0F RHUBARB.

IIisTORY.-TliO first species offlbubarb cul-
tivated in tbis country, was the Rbeurn rhapon-
tilcuni ; it is a native of Asia; but. by wbom it
wvas introduced is unknown. The ancient
Grcelis called"thie root or commerce "lRhabar-
baruni," because it grcev plentifully on the
bank-s of thieriver Rhla, (WTolga) iii Russia. The
Gree<s,, liowcver, of more rnodern fîmes, chang-
cd its name to Iflarbaricuru," becauso it was
brouglit to, ]arbary for sale. Tlie species se,
uluch iii use at that time, lias till lately been
generally bclieved to be the R. palmatuin :but
Mr. David Don lias satisfactorily provcd it to,
buc theo R. australe, of Mr. Don's "Fiora N-\e-
palensis,"ý and theR.E;nodi of Dr.W\alIicli. It
is-, lowever, very probable, that the roots of
various species are used, as the barh- of varions

sces of Cinchonia is collectcd as the truc
bak.]y wvlat means, or to ivlorn rnkind is

indebtedl, for the discovcry of the xnedicinal
quality of tbe roots, is totally unknown ; it is,
howcever, probuble, that, its virtues werc appre-
ciated by tie ancient phîysicians: for Dioscori-
des, pliy.siciaii to, Anthony und Cleopatra, wrote
on its qualities, in bis work on flotany anîd
Medicine, publisbied jilst before tlie Chîristian
Bru, vhierc hie recornjnends it against wveak-
n-psses or tic stoiliaclî, discuses cf tue liver, ' .c.

&.c. Galen also, another Greek Author, wbo
ivrote on Medicine about a century, afterwards,
strongly recornîends it for diseuses of the liver.
Paulus JiEgineta, wbo is said to, bave been tbe
first man that practised rnidivifcry, appears -to,
have first used rhubarb as an openi-ng inedicine.
The mots wvere brought froin China, ivhere
Michael ]3oyne, in biis IlFiera Sinensis,' pnb-
lislied nt Vienna in 1656, says thie plant is a
native, and growvs in great abundance. It wvas
introduced froin thence by Tartary to Aleppo,
Daniascus, and Alexandria, and tbence reached
Vienna.. It wvas not known to Europe, tilt 1555,
'lien the Cbiinese brouglit tbe roots for sale to,

the city of 'Goa in India. Vairnont, Ieaurnare
states, that soniesoldiers in the arrny of Charles
the V. brought il. to, Spain from Africa about
the sumoe tirne. This does flot apjpear unlih-ely,
for the dreadful disease, wbicli the followers of
Columbus brougbit froni Anierica into Spain,
sprcad ivith sucli fearful rapidity, that it becarne
indispensable to adopt nicasures te stop its vio-
lence; it seenis therefore probable, ibis drugr
was introduced as a remc(dv-. for Garcilasso, de
la Vega, Mvbo dièd in the year 1556, mentions
raubarb as a sovereign cure, for the cvii of tbe
iie'vly discavcred world.

The I>ortilguese i'cre the first \yho, brought


