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OME notice of the veteran ccelesi-
astic, Dr. Burns, of Kunox College,
Toronto, lately deceased, who has
occupied a conspicuous position

with reference to our church, both
in Seotland and in Canada, is de-
manded at our hands. Ile died
within the walls of Knox College, Toronto,
on the 19th of August, havinz only re-

turned from a longz visit to Seutlund just a

fortnight before, in apparent health. We

take the following rcsumé of the leading
eveats in his stirrinz life, from the Toronto

Globe of the 20th August:

“Dr. Burns was born at Borrowston-
ness, Scotlaud, on the 13th of February,
1789, and was consequently in his Slst
year. His father was Collector of Customs
at that port, and was a very excellent Chris-
tian gentleman. Four of Collector Burns’
sons became ministers of the Church of
Scotland. Though the other three never
came to be s0 widely known as the subject
of this sketch, yet they occupied very
respectable positions, and laboured long and
faithfully in the work of the ministry. The
eldest died a good number of years ago,
when minister of Brechin. Oge of his
daughters married the celebrated Dr. Guth-
rie, of Edinburgh. The second son of Col-
lector Burns was for upwards of sisty years
the minister of Kiisyth. The well known
W. C. Burns, Missionary to China, was
one of his suns. The youngest of Collector
Buras™ four sons still survives, and is, as
he has been for a very long period, miuister
of the Free Church Corstorphine, in the
neighbourhood of Edinburgh.

“With Lis brotbers, Dr. Burns, after
receiving his preliminary training in his
native town, went throuzh a full course of
literary, scientific, ar.d theological education
at the University of Elinburgh, and was in
due course licensed in 1S10 as a preacher
in connection with the Church of Scotland.
Very shortly afterwards he was appointed
to what was then called the Laigh Kirk of
Paisley, and what some time after came to
be known as St. Georze's, and was there
ordained in July, 1S11. At the soiree held
in Paisley some weeks ago, to do honour to
Dr. Burns before his return to Canada, the
Chairmagn, who had becn a little boy at the
time of the ordination, mentioned some
interesting particulars connected with the
Doctor’s early miunistry. The connection
formed was a very pleasant one; and, with
characteristic energy and zecal, the young
minister cntered upon the laborious and
somewhat harassing task of a city pastorate,
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and continued fuithfully and successfully
to discharge the varied duties of his firs
charge for the long period of thirty-four
years.

“ Along with Principal Cunningham, Dr.
Buras visited America, in order to interest
the churches on this side of the Atlanticin
the strugsles and triumphs of the Free
Church. The visit to Canada contributed
larzely to the disruption of the Presbyterian
Church of this Provinee, as well as of that
in the Maritime Colonies, and also led to
Dr. Burns being invited to become pastor
of Knox’s Church in this city. With that
invitation he saw fit tv comply. He accord-
inzly removed to this Province in 1845,
and has resided in Toronto ever since.

“ From 1845 to 1856, Dr. Burns con-
tinued to labour in Toronto as pastor of
Kuox's Church, with encouraging success,
thouzh not without his full share of the
troubles and cares connected with the pas-
toral officz. At the latter date, he was
called to be Professor of Church History
and Apolozeties in Kuox's College; in
which position he continued till the grow-
inz iofirmities of age led him to retire fro.
his onerous and responsible daties, though
as Ewmeritus Professor he continued to take
a considerable share in the work of the
Institution, and was looking forward to the
resumption of this work in the coming ses-
sion, when removed by death.”

We are indebted to the “ Home and
Foreign Record of the Canada Presby-
terlan Church,” for the following account
of his writings :

% While in Paisfey, with all the duties
of a large and important charge, he found
time not only fur writing pamphletson many
ccclesiastical and social questions of the
day, but for cumpusing volumes of intrinsic
value, some of which passed through seve-
ral editions. We mizht mention among his
numerous productions “ Dissertations on the
Poor Laws;™ a volume on the subject of
¢ Pluralities ;” ¢ The Life of Dr. Steven-
son Magill,” besides pamphlets on Slavery,
on Catholic Emancipation, the Apocrypha,
the Rowe heresy, the Voluatary and Non-
Intrusion Controversies, &c. He edited
Woodrow's History of the Church of Seot-
land, adding notes and a life of the histo-
rian. A copy of this work he had the
hoaour of presenting in person to King
William IV. He was also for some years
cditor of the Chiistian Instru-tor, to whose
pages he was a frequent cont -butor while
it was uander the charge of Dr. Andrew
Thomson. He was for many years tho



