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OR the first time in |
8 many years, the laie
A7 meeting of the General Assem-
B! bly of the Charch of Seotland,
in Edioburgh, has commanded
the undivided attention of the
public, and has left the meet-
ings of the other large religions
denominations,which were held
about the same time, completely in the
shade. Not only were the subjects dis |
cussea of a2bsorbing interest, but the
power bronght to bear upon them, the elo-
quence of the speakers, and the force of the |
argaments—all were of the hizhest order, ,
and very creditabic to the Established
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Church. And the interest in  the debates
was not confined toed&mtl;x.ud,‘i fo;)‘ :}i;g
were arly reported for and pablis
in ihzrt%;;ﬂmtj public index, the London
Times, a compliment ot often paid to our ,
cherch courts. The proposed chanzesin .
the pablic services of the Charch, the read
ing of 2 litargy, set forms of prayer, the |
introdaction of organs, the postares of the
worshippers, and other matters, were
broaght prominently forward ; and in con-
nection with these, came up 2 matter of very
great importance to the Charch, siz, the
power of kirk sessions to deal with such
chaages, by introduction and contiausnce, .
without swthority other than their own
will, and withont interference of Presby.
teriss, s0 long zs they keep within the
limits of the law. y
It is on this sabject that we wish to say |
a few words. The powers exercised by the |
irk sessions are considerable in them-
sclves and of great imporiamee to the

congregations in the Parent Church, and
it is almost equally upfortunate when the
members of sessions are persons of no
weight or influence in the cungregation, as
1s very often the case in this country.
Kirk sessions are, of course, not immacu-
late. They have faults and fiilings as
othershave. We do not admire, for instancs,
the sysiem which long preveailed, but is now
neazly exploded, we trast, of makivz delin-
quents do penanceon a *“ cattiestool.” And,

it may be that, in many parishes, elders have

av over keen scent after evil doers, 2nd pro-
voke criticism by too narrowly watching for
the peccadillocs of their neizbbourhood—
making themselves the aastere censors of
the morals of the country side. But not

withstandingall that can beadvanced against
them, every one must admit that their rule

. hss been, on the whole, excellent.

Some ministers seem to set their faces
2gainst sessions alt. jether, and never have
meetings of these couris nnless they cannot
help 1. Such mer look opon sessions
mach in the same lizht as corrupt politi-

" cizns look on parliaments. They woald

rather do without them. They prefer the
“ onc man power ~ sysicm, and like to male
their congregations as popish priests do
ther flocks. We do not need to tell our
rczders that suck ministers are the least

. successfal Laboarers in our Charch, just

as our most saccessful ministers are these
who have a hearty davire 0 act with
their sessions, =nd who take care to have, 2s
clders, the right sort of men. The Rev. Nor-
mat N'Leod, D.D., of the Baruny parish
ia Glasgow, gave, in the coarse of the de-
bate on Innowations, an account of hLis own

Church. TWhea a minister has a session of | court of session and descons, and it wes
good clders—active intellieat men, of , most refreshing to read of the harmunions
known piety, such 2s can always be found, | working of these couris in, what e Jook
S i in scing on thie Svier, Tt 3a | rest Chasch. Tt o contonded 208 oo

waye safe In 2c.ng on theiradwice. s, TCen . s con _ and we
a bad sign of a congregation, whea it has : thin;xc correctly, lt)hzt ku;k sessicns have
po session , this is unfortunately the cese , ample powers to bring the service of the
with 2o less than onc hundred 2nd nine ' Charch more into harniony with the 23¢ we



