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yaw.  The contract of iusurance and the clee.
tion under it were botu wade after the adaop.
tivn of the city ovdinwee. The parties, of
course, coutracted with reforence to the law as
it existed at the time, and consented to be
bonnd by it: whethe+ the city uuthoritivs would
permit the buildiags to be repaired in wood
wasg, therefore, a 1isk which the insurer as.
snmed at tho issving of tho pulicy, and which
they rerssumed at the making of the clection, —
Bradstreet's.

The Fire Tax.

The loss by fire in the United Statesis over
$100,000,000 annually, The cost of five depart-
ments and oteer treasures of provention is esti.
mated at $39,000,000. The cost of insurance,
that is, tie expeuse of distiibuting the fire loss
—not the insurance itse'f—is $30,000,000. In
11, $160,000,000 is the avnual fire tax.

The loss 3y fire is lavgely dve to carelessness
and fraud. Even among the careful and the
conscientions chere is u want of 3. proper szense
of responsibility. The moment a wman is in-
surcd his vigilanee relaxes, Thereis a prova
lent idea that the net loss at & fire is the loss
ess the insurence. Ve read thata factory is
burncd,_loss $100,000, insurance §75,000, and
the conclusion is that it is a mattes of minor
importance. The insurance does not make good
to the community the value of the property
destroyed ; it simply distributes that lose
among the insured, aud cha.ges 30 per cent for
distributing it. The insnrance company docs
not replace the nropeity ; it only gcthers to.
gether a fund for the beacfit of the sufferer.

It is time the business commucity was giving
some attention o the subject, in which it is so
directly intercsted. Bvery ‘lurid conflagra.
tion” is at first only a fecble flawme. Care, train-
ingunda listle knowledge would extinguish
many fires which neglect, ignorance or careleso,
ness pevmit Lo grow into gravo disasters. Again
the wethods of the insurance companics should
be improved. It is much ecasier to ge* fire in-
aurance in a good company than it is to geta
life insurance policy. Men who are under sus.
picion of incendiariam bave little tronble in
again insuring their property. If the diligence
and vigor excerised after ufive Ly tie insurance
comparics were applied 2o izvestigations before
policies were issned wo would have fewer fires,
because some temptations would be vemoved,

It is a strange and a very discreditable fact
that the losses by fire iucrease during periods of
monetary stringency. During such times the
temptations ave greater, and it should also be
«zid that, economy being necessary, many pre-
cautions are dispensed with. Mr. Edward At.
kinson has, in anumber of pudlicatious recently,
discussed this subject, and Charles Bernasy, in
an open letter in The Centnry for October, takes
it ap, aad points out many places where im.
provements are possible and desirable. Itisa
matter of direct pecuniary interest to cvery
Dusiness man, and he should give a little at.
teation to it.—Journal of Fabrica,
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Chances for Tradein Chin,

It may be a hint for Awmcricon merchants
that Maonchester is watching Chinese affairs

with deep and hopeful interest. The death of
Aso Thung, a great conservative lerder, leaves
Li Huug Chang practically muaster, and he is
full of schemes for opeaing the whole empire
to trede.  Manchester experts who believe ¢ mt
this isonly the question of a few years arve pre-
paving to take full advantage of it.  T'his plan
really underties the war for Burmese annuxa-
tion. It is said that there is an understanding
with China that she will bo given a block of
Burmese territory, includivg Bhamo—she iv
turn naking this a treaty portand joining ¥ng-
land against French projects. Lord Salisbury
will get the political aasistavce ¢f Manchester
aund other trade centres on the streung.h of this
scered project,  Bismark bas an inkling of these
designs, and German newspapers credit Ameri-
caa manufacturers with Leing icady to altack
tl.c Clincse warkst.—Jeurnal of Fubrics

General Notes.

Jadge Butler, in the United States Court in
Phitadclphia, on Nov. 2, rendered his decision
in the padlock infringement case of E. T. and
M. W. Fraih, against H. H. Keen & Co., sus-
taining all the patents of the Fraims. This de-
cision, it is said, will effect every Scandinavian
pidlock manufacturer in the United States,
with possiuly onc exception. Emiuncat attorn.
eys were engaged on Loth sides, and the case
has attrazted considerable attention from the
hardware trade, The amount of damages
claimed by the patentees exceeds §50,000, from
wholesale hardware houses, jobbers and the
differeat manufacturers and their agents,

Millions of squirrels are s'ated to be immi-
grating fron- Mississippi to more elevated
grounds in Arkansas. The plucky little ani.
mals swim the Miseissippi river, baginaingat o
point about five miles below AMemphis, and con-
tinuing froin there twenty miles dowu stream,
Thouaauds of them have been killed by farmers
who use clubsinstead of guns, ovaccount of the
immeunse number.

Among the South American countries the
Argeutine Republic holds pre-cminence for ea.
terprise and for settiag an exampie of encrgy
ané progressiveness. The gove.nment of this
conntry has undertaken a sysiem of railways
which when complete will be of great benefit in
developing the country, and will increase its
wealth and importence.  As an cssential part
of the great improvements projected and in
progeess it has been necessary o plau for tae
construction of an artifical barhor at Buenos
Ayves wherein the largest vesaels can tic up at
the docss instead of lying in the open road.
stead of the River Plate, acarly ten wiles dis.
tant fron the city, The great crpens: attend.
aut upon 1ailway constructions caused the
Argentiue Goverement to suspewd a part of the
work, including the harbor contemplated, this
cowse heing rendered necesrary by the fear of
imparing the financial standing of the repubiic
1n the attempt to negoitate 2 loan feranamount
necess.ry to catry the projected improvements,
We are glad to learr that this obstacls to the
great work hias been removed. A syndicate of

English capitalists, represented by Senov Gon-
zales, at one time Sccretary of the Iuterios, has

undertaken the completion of the woike, for

whicl the woney has been pledged.  The as.
rangement bas bean coneladed on what seem o
be exceedingly favorablo tevms foe the Govein.
wment and with reagonable aseurance of fulfill.
mert.  Besides completing the constrnction of
all improvements already undertaken, the
syndicate is to constmuct the American railnay,
which is to connect Buenos Ayres with Santi.
ago, Chili. The Central railroad is to he car-
ried up to the coal mines in the southern part
of Chili, aud the Northern road is to bhe ov.
tended to the Bolivian Loundary.  Witn the
completion of these lines and the improved par.
Lor, Buenos Ayres will have two Yines of trans.
portation to the Pacific Ocean and one line to
Bolivia, aud thus much of the shipments for the
west coast of South America will be diverted
to and throngh Bucnos Ayres, traversing these
ucw voutes. Great, and at this moment incal.
culable, sdvantrge will accrue to the Argentine
Republic when these importaut improvements
shalt be effected.  And these enterprises will
be of great importance to the United Stater,
While it may be expecled that a large portion
of the money will be expended in England, it is
evident that there are supplies and mater al
that can be bought more profitably here, and it
will be strange if our meichavts and mana-
facturers shall allow the opportunity to pass
them uanoticed. Besides this, with the changes
natural to developmesnt which will follow on
these transcontinental lines, there will be
other chances for trade which we hope will not
be neglected,— The American Mail,

McBaix Brog, grain merchants, Wisnipeg,
contemplate erccting an  elevator of 30,000
bushels capacity at Macdonald, on the Mani-
toba Noithwestern railw.y.

A SPECIAL timber agent has been invesligat.
ing the Northern Pacific avd the Manitobs Im-
yrovement Company timber trespass cases  He
reporte to Commissioner Sparks chat these cor-
porations have caused t¢ be cut from the pub-
lic domain 45,100,000 fect of lumber and Lridge
timber, 84,744 railway tics, 15,400,000 shingles,
32,035 cords of wood, and 20,000 cedar posts,
vatued in all at $613,400.

Manufacturors of,

Biscuits, Confectionery, etc., ete.

Factory and Oce— omer Wigzglas, Fonseea wmd
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