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IT is a llasuro to leariî tlîat thîe Aîneiican Caluolie Uni.
versity iuteîîds to coîîfer degrees oîîly upon tliose wrlo eariî
tlîeîn, eitlîer ii the ordinary course of theo clasu ronn, or, iin
thîe case of those whlose eduticatioti lias beeîî ac( îiredl iin otlier
preciucts, after a special oxamnation. Wo t-ree witlî the
CatIuolI lt'riér of Newv York Llîat titis dccisicîî slîoulul bo ne-
cepted as final by ail respectable educatie.îal inistitutions.
441# would ]lave ben tie furst stain.' s lys tlîat journîal,
Iupaiî the Amorican Catlîolic University hîad it coîîseîîtcd toany otlier procedure ii respect of degrees. No tranîsparenîtftully lias moîrt- effectually brouiglît colleges anad uiversitiesilito deservcd derisîoîî tlîan the practice of dubbiîîg 1)octor oftlais and tlîat, individuinîs îot.orioîîsly iachuîîg the quialifica-tionîs or attainiiîenLs thse nomîinaul degreo represeîîted. hepractice lias been geiîeral. Neurly cvery class of ilîstituitietis

lias beeîî taiîîted by it. Soutîe rert to it in bold sheer ad-vertisiîîg of tlîeir olbscure existenîce. IL is onîe of tîlcir waiys
of înakiîîg Lleniselves kîîowrî.-

MR. JA31FS 13avci.. in lus wark -~ Tie Aîîîericaîî Comiîîoîî-weaitli,' tells of ene of these Wecstern 4, Uiiiversities." Hleiras travelling ini thîe far W~est. Clîattiîîg ini a railr-oaul traîîîiiritli a fellow passeilger lie lieard the latter sîty soiîethiiig
about a4 ur îîîiivoenu-ziy."' Mr. Bryce îiaturally asked howiiiiiierous wvere tue facilitien, lîcî large îra.; the staff, -"l"
roplied thîe cautions IMr. Johnsonî, - iL is liot so large utpreseît as 1 lîope iL irill be. Ouîr uîîiversity is youni; utprosent thse staff coîîsists of Mrs. Johnîsonî andiysf.

4So, institutions," says .î;r Noer York coideniporary,
soute Catlîolic ciies 'aînoug tlieju, have nmde iL a rile teconfer hioîorary degrees at ovcry commncemnent; uud tuiecategory of tlîeîr Ilachielorsaof Scienîce rho hlave never leariîcdlaprîlîciple of phîysics or cati defiiîe a syllogisîîî is larger titanîthîcir staff. As for A.M.'s alld ]LL.]).'s, thîe contry~ is fullcf thîcin ; anîd saune of thin îîever read a law. niational or in-.ternîationîal, canon, statntory, or Jiistiîîiaui, Napoleoîic or uny

have becu pt.tty politiciaxîs tnakiîîg thrift cf thîcir suîpposedlconnection with religionî and lotters, alld as bolà hypocrites
iin thîe eue as thîoy are chiarlatanîs ini the uthsor." Hioiorarydeg.1rees, adds aur canfeînporary, hlave lonîg since ccased tohionolur cithier couferror or recipicît ; sinco they faîl too freely toni tIhe lieads cf the just and thîe unjust.

Tvo incidents of recent occurrenlce ii Italy, tile one lit
lt0olîe, the otiier in Ik'rugia, will holp to ilîhstrate to tuje
re.tdr the nature of the assattits upon the righits of the Cliturch
'litd religion, oftdie aniti-clerical party in Ita!v ; and the justice
of the SoverL.ign PoniLj's indictntient of the Italian Govern-
tun:t îvhicli wrill bc lond elsewhere in this issue.

llor.r Week iras signalised in Rorne by the expulsion of re-
liions. Sinco 1684 the parent bouse of the Capuclîju F atlers
bais stood beside the Clîurch of the Conception on the
Piazza B3arberini, and thie couvent wlîicb tliey occupied
was given to thein bv Cardinal Antonio Barberini, brother of
Pope IJrbat i. LaI 1878 the Italian Governaient took
possession of ail the promnises witli the exception of the con-
vent, whicli tlîey deferred seî;,ing until a change shoniid talie
place in the genpralslîip of tl e Order. liavin- cliosen a
new General tîjîs year, tlie Fatliers recently received front the
Governicat ant ultimatum ordering tliem to quit the c'onveiit.
Thie new Geîîeral tziok no notice of tbe document, and forth.
irithi the deniolition of the couvent commenced. Yiolding, to
violence, the Capuclîins thon departed from tlîeir tinîe.lîon-
oured retreat. The Gencral bas been installed. in a new Hbuse
near the Cliurclî of St. Nieholas of Tolentine.

TiîîaRT long years have olapsed since Peruigia. togetlier
witlî the second instalmnît of the States of tlhe Clîurch, ias
talion away froînt the Pope by General Cialdini, more coin-
1î1uîllv knoWn as 41 the Butchier," and addod to the domnîions
of Victor Emmnanuel. Tiiere iras a farnous convenît of the
]3elledictilne Garder ut Portigia, alld the cGovernineîît Coin-
inissiouier, Marcliesù di Pepoli, dccreed tlîat as soon as ail the
religions except two hîad died the couvent and ail its lposses.
sins, worth £200,000, shioîld becoîne the property of the
State. It iras, of course, decrecd at the saine tiîne that no
novices were to be receivcd, se thiat tlîe convenît îîîust (lie
out. The fatal mîoînent arrived a few days ugo, and wlîar
teck pîlace is tistus related by the Italian Catholie papers:

"-No soulier hîad the deatlî of the abbot, wbo was the lastdenizeii, but two, of the couvent, became known tlîan theGoecrîînoîît coînînissioîier entcred the building and laid lîoldof ovcrtiîîg-,. The body of the abbot baid not yet beconie
cold wlicn Luis M'as done. Ilitlierto, the convent supportedl
a large îuînber of poor aud învalids, whlo aro now left todestitutionî anid starvation ; hence the fearful distrcss thiat
roigns atPrgi.

Bult irliave îîot yet hourd tho last of tiieso proceedinL-s. Tli.,
G3orrîîîneiit hîad, accordiîig ta Lhe laîrs of tiîcir owvn mnnkitg,
a riglît to Lake thie property of the convent as iL existedl ut
thîe tine of the l3epoli dccrc iin 1860 ; thîey bave no eartlîly
riglit to confiscate tlîe property tîjat accrued to, it silice 1360,
itlîer thirougb private donîationis or in the shape of the labour

if the iîîxnates. Thîe two surviviîîg inciabers of the Order
lavo talien legal procoedings against the Goverument upon
lus liead, and the result of tlîis actionî cia scarcely bo doubt-
Ul.
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