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¢ Altogether, the \War Dopartmont wmay
fairly congratulito themsolves that thoy did
not allow tho Stowmarket catastrophic to
lead tham to abandon & material which i3
eminently suitable for military purposes,
and daily gives fresh proofs of ils economi-
cal and eflicient character.”’ —Broat Arrow.

LORD ELCIIO ON MOUNIED RIFLFMEN
The guestion of tho proper (raining of
mounted riflamen was treated by Colonel
Waoad, V.C, in his recent lecture, with
special application to the regular army, in
which lio sought to have a small contigent
of the new arm formed at once on the
model ho proposed. But it wasivell under
stood that bis remarks applied with even
greater forco to the auxiliaries, and
especially to those so called Yeomaury
cavalry regiments which are the heritage of
a bygone age, useful rather in an historical
point of view as monuments of feudalism
than for any practical purpose in their
present gaudy and wholly unserviceable
shape. ‘This does not appear, however, to
have been the application made of Colonel
Wood’s study by the chairman, Lord Eicho,
was folloxed up the discussion by a corres-
poundence, since published s a pamplet, in
which he advocates tho making a ~reat part
of our cavalry—the Hussars at least— more
or less mounted nflemen, armed with alight
loog ranging, breech loading riffe, and train
cd to act on occasionas infantry skirmishers.
Ina letter to the Duke of Cambrdge, which
heads the correspondence, his lerdship not
ouly offers his suggestion, but anticipates
and replies to the objections whick he
knows may beraised to it, and more espec-
ially to that importantono that **as cavalry
they would leara to trust to their rifle and
not to their sword.” We need not follow
his arguments here. That on which he
cvidently reliesis the existence of the ad
mirable little corps, or rather troop.of Hants
Volunteer Iorse, commanded by Colonel
Bower, who manage to carry their rifles on
the saddle without difficulty by thoe aid of
tha coatrivance known as the Namaqua
bucket, and yet says truly enough, cavaliy
armed oaly with tho carbine would be no
match at a long range for such a force ; and
he proceeds to arguo that the present dis-
mounted drill might be easily modified, and
the improved weapon carried as described.
without hindering the efficiency of the force
as all theory is against this view ; and the
argument ho attacksrests not only on phvsi-
cal causes, but on that moral element wl..ch
organisers cannot overlook witheut failure
In short, ho seems to us to leave this old
question of the possibility of making cavalry
infantry at will pretty much whers he found
it. Some sharp corraspondence seems to
have followed on this letter to ths Com
mander-in-Chief; and & special inspection
took placo of Colonel Bower's velunteers,
to the dctrils of whose practico tho Horse
Guards raisc certain objections, though, itis
added, eithorasa compliment or in irony,
that the ‘‘ficld marshal has no desire 10
interfere or make any change in the system
or equipment.” Tbis, if sincerely meant,
was by way of balance probably to the desire
imphied that no chaoge at all should be
made 1n our present cavalry system in the
direction Tord Elcho suggests. Possibly
enough, tho military authunties at Pall
all are rather sorc at an obvious shortcom-
ing being indicated by a civilian. Indeed,
Ins lordship, though apologising with much
humility tor intruding into the professional
arcns, handly took the best way to conciliate
them when, in arguing for his poution, he
“pointed everso lightlyito that obvious blun-

der of our most recent cavalry regulations
which still shows the possibility of the silly
practice of skirmishing with tho carbine on
liorseback : * than whicly,,’ as hio most justly

observes, * amore wasteful oxpenditure of

ammuaition cannot be couceived, it being o
relic of the days of inaccurate firearms,
when the bsst chance of hitting an enemy
was not to alm at him.’ ‘The truer sucha
remark, tho more certain it is 10 wound
those whoso obstinacy is answerable for the
maintenance of the folly.—Plull Ml
Gazelte.
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TRIAL OF THE DEVASTATION,

At length tho JDeaastalion has made an
exceeding good and satisfactory trial, meet~
ing off therough headlands whick project
into the Atlantic from the coast of Bere-
haven with a strength of wind from 7 to S—
moderato gale forco—and with seas having
a maximum height of twenty threo feet, but
snmewhat deficicntin length, ‘TheDcuasta-
tion had neverdpreviously met with so much
wind or sea since she has been afloat, and
tho very creaitable way in which she cameo
out of the day’s trial comparatively with “he
ship accompanying her, the Agincour!, 1ho
flegship of Rear-Admiral MHornby—a ship
whosoe sea going qualificatious are known
and admitted to be of the biest character as
an ironclad—would appear to fully confirm
opinions which have been proviously given
in tho columus of the Zimes upon thic moni
tor's stability and seaworthiness.

From the time of the Deraslation’s return
to Dercbaven anchorage on Tuesday even-
ing last weck until Sunday eveming the
wind had held light from north-north wes?,
with, an occasional fly out to west or west
south west for a few hours. Qa Sunday
evening, however, n heavy blow suddenly
sct in, after a day’s hieavy rain, and increas.
cd to a strong gale towards mdmght.
Second anchorswere let go by the Agincour!,
tho Decastation, and the Sullan, but Ly
seven o'clock the following morning (Mon-®
day, the 13th) the Agincourt and the
Derastation wero weighing theirs again,
again, to give lho monitora day’s trial, the
Sultan remaining at the anchorage. Rear-
Aumniral Hornby, accompanied by Flaz Lieu
tenant Bruce, embarked on board the D¢
casfation belore eight a. m., and the two
ships were soon afterwards clear of Bereha
van, and steaming out to sea, Ona COUrso
parallel with the land. for Dursey iHead
an tho Calf Rock Lighthouse. Between
Berehaven and Dursey Heat the wind was
found strong, with a higher sea than was
found in the same position by the D:rasla:
tion and tho Sullaa on tho previous Tues
day, but there was not as yot nearly so bigh
or longarun of tho sea as had been antici-
pated as tho results of the very strong wind
during, the mght. Tho rate of steaming
started with from Berchaven would have
given the ships about eight knots in smooth
water, but, steamung mnow, as they were,
with thesea breaking a point or two on
their starboard bows, tholog showed their
speed to bo reduced by tho sca to about
six and 2 half knots, the two pitching very
hoamly at times, butthe Deraslation cortain-
iy pitcming less now than sho did in tho
more broken and arregular seas on Tuesday,
although she was now contending with
much greater seas and with a very much
stronger wind,  Atabout 11 30s.m, when
Dursay Head wasabeam on tho starboard
hand. tho Dcrastativn made the heaviest
pitch sho had yer mado sinco leaving hor
anchorage, making G degrees a. each ead,
or 12 degrees from “out to out? Sho

ook n great guantity of water on board asza

matler of necessity, but it ran off'and overs
board again nearly as guickly a« it eane on.
The *gurcorts t was pitebing not a whit less
than the (Des.estation- in fact she now and
-then appeared o excel tho Decastation in
Jher performiances in this respect.  After
passing Darsey [Tead and tho Crif Light.
houso tho speed of the ships was kept up at
about the samo rate, Lut to do this the
speed of their engines had to be incaeased,
, 10 Decastalion’s being advanced from 45 to
sl revolutions per minuie : but some time
afterwards the speed of tho engines was
‘reduced again, this timo to 40 per minute,
15> obscrve the action of the vessel in meet-
'ing‘tho seas at the two rates of speed. At
,the lower rate, of eourso tho Derastation
moved aléng more easily, the wind and the
sea lieing Kept about threo or four points
on the starboard bow. ‘This position of the
sea and the winl to the Deraslation’s bows
when she m2y have to steam against a sea
1s undoubtediy hier best point, but the same
may bo said of all ironclads. The ships
were afterwards gradually edpedoff the wind,
'ohscrvntions being taken of their action,
until shie was hrought dead on to the
broadside, when the eungines were stopped
and the ships kept Iying in the trough of
the sea for someo time, to ascertain the
amount of roll which could be got out of
them, the estimate maximum height of
the waves observed during the time being,
23ft.  These observations were taken on
deck by battens, anl were quito independ.
ent of the diagrams heing made below by
Mr. Froude's automatic apparatus,

At 2 p.an. ~ith the engines stopped and
the sea breakuny dead on the starboard
broadside, the i yucourl's signalled return
was—rolls per mmute, nino in number;
maximum roll from out toout, 17 deg.;
mean of ail rolls from out to out, -4 deg.

Devastation, 2 p. m.—Rolls per mmute,
9-2 in nu:mber ; maximum roll from out to
out, 1471 deg. ; mean of 10lis from out to
out. 4'5 deg.

Tho next oliservations of the two ships
were taken with the engines driving them
aliead again, when the results were found—

Aginconurt. —Rills per minute, 9°3 mnnum-
ber ; maximum roll from out toout, 11-5.;
mom of rolls {rom out to out, 6:5 deg.

Derastation.—Rolls per minute, 92 in
number; maximum roll from out to out,
1471 deg : mran of roll, out to out, 32
deg.

Shorlly afterwinds the course of the two
ships wisaltered for tho land and their
return to Bantry Bay, bringing the wind
aud sea four points ubaft the port bLeam,
and observations with the batten indexes
were again taken to get the roll of the ships
in going before the seg, or nearly so. &Thie
resulls were as follows:—

Agincourt. —Roll per minute,cight in num-
ber, maximum mlifromoutto out, 19deg. ;
mean of rolls {[rom out to out, 11-% deg.

Derastat-on.—Rolls per minute, 9-2in num-
per ; maximum roll from out to out, 13-75
deg.; mean of rolls from out to out, 11
deg.

lnsteaming in for. JSantry Biy bati; ships
gavo an occasional rolls of quite &n excop
uonal character. Those of the Agincour?
were not signallad, but threo made at ditfer
rent times Ly the Jrasfation reached 2 50
deg., 23 deg., and 2675 deg., from, out
toout or through the entiro swing.

Tuao maximum length of tho waves may
bo taken at Juit.  Un board the Nerasta
fion their maximum height was estimated
at 2ift., but on board the Agicrourt they
were estimated at 270t




