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AFLOAT.

BY J. J. PItOCTER.
The. good shlp lies benealli cloudiosa tikies, and

the breezes are al aaleep,
And we aeem te, pass upon moulten glass spread

ont on the face cf th1e deep,
The satirn fap lazilI to aud fro, and lthewsuî snka

Ail seemus as eal u and as full cf 1peace, as a rnaid-
en'a gentle rest;

But it keepe :an eye aloft and IL keeps au <ye
slow,The wsy la long, though the shipbe -sti-ong, when
scarcely the breezes blow.

Ria! Look down how the cleuci bankks frowa and
the suni la set in blood,

There's a matter and jar ln t-he skies afar, ond it
murmur upon the flood!

And tbe beautitul sea leapa swlft and high te lhe
kîsses mpn lher pressed,

For a passion cf love la raglng abovc-a nd a pas-
sion cf love In her breast.

And It. make ail saug aloft, and il's make ail
ng slow,

For tbe shlp lis strong lhough thec nlgbt be long
sud 1the gaie beglns le biew.

The turbera creak and hie touglh spars sliriekr,
- sad the reos are slnglng slond,

There's a Jnyous éIrain te the fo î ng Main (rom
fattck and mnansd sliroud!

And there Jet-bodied snd whie-naned alli the
huge wave-ooursers tsar,

Wlth a leap and a rush la the waves below, and à
rush and s leop tbrough tho air;

And It'î keep ail snug aloft snd il-a keep atil sîîug1
slow,And the ship la strong, though 1 ie ilght hc lý o:g,
and the wIllfnil. enipests biow.

'%Vhat fear have we who are kncwn to thie sei, of
ber passion ate m oods ef play?

The go shlp elcaves through the leasing- waves
Sei puts themin u corn away.

We love ber Ia ail ber mooda as the inan loves
tb. caprice cf a raid.

The spray miay fly and the windise is îgh, we
love snd are nol afraid;

But lt'a keep ail anug aloft and It's keep al sung
slow,

Who trusté toc mueh to maiden or sea, tbe 11111e,
1 ween, çloIh know.

A EEW THOUGHTS ON TRE A1tTILLERY

ITS CONDMITIONS AND RE ýULREMEN'lT-

DY AN AILTILLEIIY OFFZCER.

w4PXCIL INSPECTc)lor FILTILLEKY -i&NSTIZIUCTION.
Anotherthing wbich weuld adid very mucb

10 th1e efficiency cf the artillery. aven on its
present basis, is the appointment or detail
or' a special inspector cf artillery. Very like-
1>' il migbt b. advantageoua te exiend the
application et lh. principle 10 the appoint-
ment of special inspectera for ail aruis. la
il not the foct, however, thai 1the inspections
of nearly ail ariillery posta are conducted
on an infantry basis ? Indeed, it may be
questioned, withoui discredit to the Inspec-
tor-Generai's Deparîrnent, whetber a cern-
prehensive and tborougb inspection cf an
artillery command caa b. inade by an officer
who bas net made bbe subjeot cf arlillery a
ipeciality. .. i>.s; aninspecter te report
fully amn c.urately upon tbe efficiency cf
the officers as artillerists, or on th1e manner
in which the syatem cf instruction ordered
by the Wsr Depa lment is carried out, un-
les h. bas himaelf served as an arlillerisi
and la thoroughly informed on thle subject ?
The evil in partiaily remedied by requirlng
the colonels cf regiments 10 visit their cern.
manda, but tbe inspections made by lb. offi-
cers cf lh. Inspector-Geneoral'sa Deparîment
are for otber and diff'rent purposes, and
eau in no way be leasened in importance by
tbe inspections cf commanding cificera.

Another malter wherein great reforni is
att.sinable in lh. îystem cf instruction pre-
scibed for the artillery. Every officer cau
bear testimony te the flici Ibat the instruc-
tion given aI 1the posta la, as a rul., trifling
toc Olien, because il leadasnome young cifi.
cens te conceive that tbey know ail that is
requisîte, because they have studied tb.
prescribed text books, scruipulously orn-it-

ing everytbing spproaching Ilthaory."1 Ouri
establisbed lexi bocks are Gibbon's Manual 1
and Roberts's Handbook, neither cf which1
bas been revised in severai years. la il not
true tbat by far the larger number cf artil-1
Lery officers are ignorant cf even tbe chanso-1
ter of standard artillery lileralure cf for-i
elga countries, andt know those which arei
standard the %vorid over oni>' by name ? i
There are excellent reasons for this, sucb as1
th1e isolation cf posta ani tbe ceai cf profes-
sional, works. But a remedy existsannd ne-
gimentail commandera can apply it.

The eider heretofore quoted, issued by
General Sherman, would, if enforced, creste
au active inquiry fer other works than G ib-
bon Rnd Roberts. The reginiental library
could ai least procure the st dard mioderx
works [Why by the way, sould post l11
bu-aries b. brokcen up every lime a company
changea ils station ? iJder existing regu-
litions a company may carry almostth11e
saine set o! books fer years. If post libranies
were left intact, tb. soldier would b. tbc
gainer rather than loser in th1e end, ince b.
ivculd not always have the saine favailiar
bocks staning hlm lun1the face.] Aad it could
net be considered a very great hardsbipj
were an ellicer required to buy freni bis owni
pocket the 1equisite text books.

The trouble in Ibis malter lies preltty
deep. Ii is, to speak: plainly, that profes-
sional ignorance is no0 diagraco, andJl be
many officers in our own Arny appear 10
lbink Ihere is no nccesaity fcr unylhiug b.
yond drilla.

['1e general sobool at Fort Monroe la pro-
babiy the besi eue w. have ever hiad,
and ils possible benefit cau bardly be over-
estimated. It ought net te exhauti iself,
bowever, by striving 10 mnake up for the de-
floiencies and aboricominga cf allb.h post
sobools, non adapt ils standard te the lower
grade of intelligence. The wbolc subjecl of
instruction should b. brouglil under oee
ccmprehensive plan; sud ber., as in almnosl
every view we take cf our position, la seen
th1e need cf a head or cîxief, 10 systematize
snd direct.

It would net b. a diffcul malter, as il
seems te us, to make the post echools se
many preparatory scbools in wbich officena
may be prepared 10 enter upon a more ex-
tensive course aI the general achool. The
standard cf admitiance imb 1h. arîillery is 50
loîv Ibai there is scarcely any point at wbi-,b
we aiay begin wiib somne olficers, and sîîy,
her. we havn a founidation, upon wbicb w.

cncommence 10 build. Ih is useless le
enter uon descr-iptions cf 1the peuduluni-
hausse iunes aud planes cf aigbt and fire, te,
an officer wbose only idea ef a plane oeay b.
that il la one cf a carpenler's kit cf tloch.
It is useleas te 1 ry to îeacbhlhm the appluca-
tion of th. formula for determining the
number cf balla in a pile, when tb. very
ternis lu which tb. formula is worded are a
I nyslery 10 bum. Yel if we are to have a
certain amount cf knowledge regarded as
esseatial te the position of an artillery offi-
cer, and 11hi. knowledge is te be commuai-
oated to him afler bis appoiniment, pnimary
instruction is as nocessar>' as in any cbild's
achool. Itii abselutely impossible te gel
any correct sud lasting notions concerning
gunnery, without aome proliniinery kaow
ledge of the elementary maîbematica. Short
ai s aheb.course aI 1the Artillery Sobool, Ilai
found that more real aud îubstantial pro-
gros,% la made aI 1the end cf tb. yean, b>' de-
votiig 1the finit blîree montbs te, elemnentary
geometr>' and algebra, than by enterlng ai
once upen the course et ordnance sud gun.
uery. The fuel Ibat these branches are
laughi buasometimes been made tb.
grotund of ridicule nd complaint, but it cau-

not, be avoided. One must learn to walk
before one can be taughlt t run. Ejîber
the instruction in tbe artillery musi sink to
the dead level of t.%clics and ruechanical,
manoeuvres, or some elementary instruc-
tion be given te those officers entering tbe
service witbout preparation. The natural
and proper remedy would be in fixing and
maintaining st hi-her standard for appoin-
tees in the artiilery, but ibis will neyer be
don. with our present organization. A
spasmodie effort %vill perhnps be madn i
tbis direction froni lime to lime, but as soon
as a pressure cornes the flood-gate8 will be
opened, and ail barriers bo admission awept -
away. Until the faci is broadly recognized
that the drills and the cominand of men ore
but the A, B, Cs of our profession, so long
will the necessil>' exiitof a constant strug.
gle against ignorance and jnefficiency.

Granting t.hen tbat a' certain amotint of
el.mentary instruction muuai b. given to a
considerable proportion of the junior oficers
cf artillery, the question recurs. Should
Ibis bear in any degree upon th. generâl
achool? '[his question may be asked, flot
only of the theoretical but cf lbe practical
instruction. Instead of occupying tue -
lotted tine nt lb. Artillery Scbool alinost
entlrely wîth targel praclice, ougbt net Ibis
to b. lefi more generally 10 th. poil achoolà
and attention direcled pariiculaiîyni th~e
general achool, investigations of varicus pro-
bleis la gunnery, tbe use cf clîronoscope
and pendulum; th1e effects cf windage and
eccntricity; the determination cf specitic
gravidies; the use cf plane tables and othes-
surveying instruments; th1e estimation anad
mensuremenî of distances; and various pro-
blema in practical engineering direelly con.-
nected with artiilery ?

Il seema hardly %vorthwbile to diseusa ai
lengtb the relative meniti and advantages cf
post or regimental sobools and a general
sobool. Yetiti is sometimes aaserted tiiet
th1e former can accomplish ail that ia needed
for the artillery, and th1e latter exista rallier
by sufferance, beiag rogarded constun Il> as
ratber an experience than an establisbed
fact. Observation and experience bais, or
ougbt to have, already Pettled Ibis question
and aeitled il in accordance wiih tb. deduc-
lien of reatoiing.

It la flot easy to geltbe requisile nunîber
cf competent and suitable tinstructora for
on. uchool, but tbe difflculty is mtLgnified
many times in geiting a suitable set for
each regimen t.

It is possible te colleet a credilable artil-
1er>' library and museum for on. sehool, but
almoat impossible to create five,

Neibher is il pracllicable to find (ive suit-
able posta for the neoessary artillery prac-
lice, and net cnly would tbere bo a great
loa cf efflciency on tbis accouai, but the
expense would be greatly inoreased.

A general sobool furnaisthe b appropriat.
place at which te try aIl new inventions, ex-
periniental carniages, etc. Sbould lb. gen-
eral school be sup.naeded by reginiental
sohools, tbis scource cf instruction andl m-
provement would be bast te, ait least four,
and probably 10 all of the regimeatal achoole.

A genernl achool serves te establish and
maintain a certain uniforrniiy cf instruc-
tion, andb nels powerfully in developing an
e8prýt de corp>s, by bringing about an ac-
quaintanoesbîp and interceurse among off!-
cers of different regiments, who rnight other.
wise rarel>' or neyer meet.

.Yei much there is in our aituatior <o en-
courage idleneas and induetorpor, il would
seent Ibat affaira are worse than tbey iieed
be. Laok cf occupation, mental rat ber tlhan
physical, is lb. banc cf our service. The1
ocudition cf large îiunqbers cf officers la
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