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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

This department is conducted by a member of the General
Assembly’s Committoe on Young People’s Societits. Correspond-
enco is invited from all Young People’s Societies, and Preat yterial
and Synodical Cammittecs. Addreas- “Our Young Peoplo,”
PRrespyTERIAN Review, Drawer 2464, Torouto, Ont.

. AS OTHERS SEE US.

Somo of our churches bavo had a visit from a young Persisn,
the son of o native Christinn, who owed his knowledge of the
Saviour to that noblo woman, Miss Fideia Fiske. The most
1nteresting thing about thia darkeyed stranger, was not our sight
of him, and through him of hia country, 10, it was his view of us.

The instinctive courtesy of the Oriental was on his tongue,
but 1n spite of that, 1t was impossible not to seo surprise and
dusappointment 1n his face. . The only standard he had to jadge
us by was the New Testament.

“ I asked ono of your Christian ladies,” said the Oriental, in an
impressive, musical voice, ¢ what sacrifico she make for Saviour?”
She eay, *Go to charch threo time on Sanday.” Ab, friends, in
my country, Christian Iay down his life for Saviour,”

It is by no moans & comfortable * giftie” that old Burns
wished the fay to gie us, * of sceing ourselves *“as ithera sce us; *
but nobody can donbt the wholesomeness of comparing ourselvea
with the converts from heathenism, and secing how that fresh
soil brings forth fruit—‘ some thirty, some sixty, some an
hundredfold *—while we, alas! allow the cares and riches and
pleasures of lifo to choke the Word. e need visits from these
Bible-mado Christians,

THE 80CIETY AND MISSIONS.

From tho reports coming into the hands of the Assembly’a
Committeo wo learn that which many societies are doing nobly for
tho missionary cause, there is a large number which report little
or nothing accomplished in this direction. This, we foel sure, is
not becauso the young peoplo are unwilling to take up this work,
bat largely bocauvo the society has not made uss of the best
mothods of interosting its membersin the extension of Christ’s
Kingdom. Evory Young People’s Society should be a Missioaary
Society. No Society should atand aloof from this work, but
should scet to havo some part in the ovangelization of the world.
In order t1:at you may have something definite to begin with, we
purpose plicing before you a few trnsts, which wo trust you will
be able to us» in your Society. Bsgin at once, 20 that next year,
when your zocicty reports, there will bo a decided advancein
missionary inteross \nd missionary effort.

APPOINT A MISSIONARY COMMITTEE.

The work ia likeiy to bs better done it certain individzals are
responsible for its success. No society should be without this come
mittoo, and the most earncst and enthasiastic members shonld be
placed nponit. A good committes goes a long way toward solving
tho problem of how interest in missionary work is $o be developed.
This committes should have a livs chairman and a wido-awaks
gecrotary. Each momboer may be gisen something definite to do;
ons to look after the distribulion of missionary literatare, oneto
take charge of ths missionary library, another to plan for bright
missionary meetings, a fourth {o look atter tho contribntions. A
monthly mesting of this committee shonld be held, at which each
member repoxta tho progress made inhisdepartment, and mathods
of doveloping the work are discussed. Have youa miesionarycom-
mittea? Ifnet, appoint ono at your first business meeting.

HOLD MONTHLY MISSIONARY MEETINGS,

It the members of the society are to be aroused to an earness,
fntalligent intercst in the extension of ths Lord's work, thoy mast
bavo tho information presented to them in an interesting way.
*« Facta aro tho {ael of missionary fires,'* and tha main reason for
indificronce :n this work 18 lack of knowlodge. Havo the facts
brought belore the society :n an atelligent and earnest manner,
and intorest will bs aroused at onco. This is tho purpose of tho
missionary meeting. It bas been aptly said thet sucoessful mis-
sionary meetings do nos happen. It these moetings ars to bathe
means of awakening intolligent missionary sathasiasm, the fol.
lowing pointa wall have to be attanded to.

1, Painstaking proparation must bo made. No moeting will
suller moro from ooglact in this parucalar. I yoa wans suocees,
you must pay the price. **Lhnas bonors with His prasence only
thoss who honor Him with thair pains,”

2. The leader should bs oarefally chosan. Upon him depsnds
largely the sving ol the mesting. Hs must have 4 oaralally pro _
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parod programmo, and eshould be ready with a briel comment, &
verse of an appropriate hymn, or a tolling fact.

3. Seo that all the partioipsuts are propared. Furnish them
with information, and ask them in proparing their paper or brief
addross—there must bo no lorg ones.

4. Variety should be seoured by means of special msmonary
musgio—solos, quartettes, eto.,, missionary readings, reoitations;
briet prayero, papsrs, and addveasos.

FORM A MISSIONARY LIBRARY.

Thero is no reason why every young people’s society should not
bave a library of its own, and an important place in that library
should bo devoted to missionary literature. We would suggest
such books as ** From Far Formosa,” by Dr. BMcEay ; * The Now
Acts of the Apostles,” by Dr. A. T. Pierson ; ** Heroes of the Mis-
sjion Fiold,” by Rev. W. P. Walsh ; tho biographies of John G.
Paton, Mackay of Uganda, David Liviogston, Joseph Hardy
Acecsima, eto. Thore is’a splendid array ct fasoinating books on
epecial flelds, cuch as, *The story of Uganda,” * Garsnganzo,’
‘* Amid Greenland Snows,” ¢ The story of Metlahkahila," ! Story
of tho Telugu Mission,” * Pioneers of Fuegis,” stc. There is o
bright eerieoof missionsry books being issued by the Revell Co.,
Toronto, at 50¢. which would form a valaable addition to a mis.
sionary library. Tho members of the sooiety might be asked to
oontribute a book each for this parpare, which fact shounld bs ststed
on tho fly-leaf. A judioious seleotion of books would most effectu-
ally stimulate the missionary spirit in the soociety. There would
bs little diffenlty in having them read, as some of the most facci-
nating books published belong to this class,

STUDY THE FIELDS OF OUR O'WN CHUROCH.

The importance of sueh atudy cannot beover-estimated. Intel-
ligent study in all our Young People’s Societies meansin the conrse
of a few years an earneat, intelligent, missionary church member-
ship. Every member of the Society should have definite know-
ledge concerning cvery mission field of the Church, both at home
and abroad. He should know something of the extent of the field,
the stations occupied, the missionaries in tho ficld, the dificuliies
and encouragements of the work, the number of cbarch members,
etc. This information can only be ecoured by aystematic study.
In a recent number of the REVIEW, wo gave instructions for
making missionary maps and charts. Make use of these, and
provido the Society with a map of overy mission field of our Church,
markuce upor it every mission and preaching station. A list of
tho missionn:ien in cach ficld should also be hung up wheroit could
bo readily seon. And information about the fiolds and news about
tho missionarics shovld frequently be brooght bsfore the members,
¢ The Home Mission Socioty,” and the ¢ Leaflets” issued by the
F. M. Committes will bs foundinvaluableinacquiring a knowledge
of the ficlds and workers in connection with our own Charch.

CONTRIBUTE FOR MISSIONS.

Every Society shonld adopt somo method of systematio giving,
Many socioties have adopted the two-cents-a-week plan. This will
make a good beginning, and if persevered in will educate the young
people in the grace o? giving. Collections, thank.offerings, works
of aclf-denial, and other schemes may bo found helpful ; but it is
regular and systematic giving that counts. Remember, the best
way to raiso monoy for missions is to give it. Do not dopind on
socials and entertainments for this purpose. Givel! A socicty of
fifty members contributirg two cents a week will raize §32 yearly;
five cents a week, $130. If every Young People’s Society wonld
do something 1n this direction, the work of the Church could bo
considerably extended, and thonsands more could be reached by
the Gospel. Let every Socicty act before itself thin year, thework
of raising a aubstantial sum for tho missionary schemes.

PRAY FOR MISSIONS.

This is onc way of helping on the work which is too frequently
neglectod. Pray formissionaat home and abroad, for missionaries,
native Christians, and pative workers. DPray in private and in tho
meetings of tho Socioty, and pray often Among the Jews thers
hasbcen a zaying, *‘ He prays not at all in whoao prayors thereis
no mention of tho Kingdom of God.” This is the great need of
ourday. ‘I'he Divine voice in tho Old Testament rings out to the
Church, * Ask of Me, and I shall give theoo the heathen for thino
inheritance, ' and n tho New, ** I'ray 56 the Lord of the harvest o
thruay forth laborers into His harvest.” When tho prasera of
Christians are languid, tho progross of missions is slow ; and every
rovival of the prayer apirit at homo is accompanicd by new Pente-
costs in the mission ticld. We too often underestimato tho impor-
tancs of prayor as a cumiooary agency.  Fervent, believing prayer
19 naeduf in overy Sooiety. ¢ no meoting bo held in which this

work is wob spocifically presented al a throns of grace. Dr,
Goodell, in app'g:cling}'or more prayer said, “Lot it bo known that
more, a
WA,

reatly, can be dono now by prayer, than in any other
04ver prays moat, helps most.”




