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Notes on Some of the Eymns in our Present
H ymnal.
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:6. : hy D>ix, la founded cia tire vieit cf tha wisa aren tc tire
itifasat .lesus. IL bogins witia the follawing wcrds:-

As witil glaticos men cf cld
i)id the guidiaag star boliald."

Tiroir laeitig led hy tic star, tiroir waorsippng the infant Saviour,
anid thiacr presrataag ta Min coëtiy gifle, are aia i rmade carres.
jraiadmitigsrbjecte of prrryer. Tire hynan is a mront bcautifulpicce cf
devo'tioiral poatry, aira thcrcfcro, wita the correction cf anc defeet
ir ai, cright, ccrtrritily, ta bo retaincul in tire aaw ilymnal. Tho

clefect cf whrcih 1 speak, as tira taloiawg. It represeule tho wie
miera as tieirag Christ wiacon lie %vas iyirrg an the manger.

"As witia jayfarl ottepe tiie%-sped
TI' irait icwiy anarager.bcd." v. 2.

"As tiîay cifereal gifts missi rare
At tiaat cradie ruide and bare." v.3.

Tire sirejiaerde aaw the anfanat Jeas an the manger wiaere Hie
nautiier laid Hlm 'becataase tiacre wtva c moins for thons lu the
irarrII (Gr. ButcZrrcaê lit îe %vise men saw Hini in a 1'bousse"
ît,r. cakia).

'c ery likely before lia vasat, Chariet bausa becar presented in the
'Tear.p!a. %v)icci %%4%& donc irlien lie %vas ciglit draysoiai. Aflertbat,
Juselsh anad .'ia>rqtur scec %% atic Ilit ta vileiic Tir thrung
wich Lira decreeci Lire ituirran Lriperur fiad brcnrgtttotirattowa,
Irad leti It was aaaw an ie tisuai state, wbhicla wae cne cf quiet-
naste. Josephr was thue able to cbtaia a irouse.

lsc > babbiti .ý,hluv1 &,bulot: uI> fac yeara3 of age, knu%,vs
boitter thau to make Lire istak wlicir 1 liave poantad out. Thasei
wlio are farairiar %vith tire Alary cf tiae vieit cf tho wise men, eau-
raio .onecàci.tioit..,I tirie in worslaip tir h>rnn irn is prescrit state.
It aciria tu LiOu cccier. Ltu ang an bat tnc> knuw La ba nonsense.

% er> ulîcai, an parulings, -.ve sea h Liatsiepherds ledl by a star,
andî Lire wase mets warsippirng Christ wh se lyaug iu a manger.
Tie itlunva tliat lihe artins w ere nuue farmiliar teilla îhebrusb than
NviLir tha Bible.

1 worald arn'. proposeo alteratrons an Lire iryma, lake tira fol-
larwing :

As witir joyaus stcjsis tlaey spcd
To tice royal infantsa bcd. "

cAs llay, glad, -.vent oaa tircir way
Tlo ere lie whiiai Laey socaht lay."

ter) To tho boisse %viàre tire Ilabe ]&y."

As tirey wnent ina jayously
Ta nehere thay tirat Babe shculd sac." v. 2.

As tli ni tirey hoaige pard
lyý liacir gifta beforo ian laid."

As tirc3 Hui tiroir rov*rcncc shawed
By rare gifla ou Hlm beatcwed." Y. 3

cturc elegant alîcrationa than these uray hc mîade, but the
latter sthca niy aneaniug %vill auicient, piainneas. They a-emovo
the nanscrasicai passages ia tire hymn ibose lu which tiewtisemnir
are roprcscrated as acting the infant Jeans lu tire mtngr. If tva
ahoaald, far ana reascu, or anather, raject, whvloy, cr in part,
certaina psalms, avby aiaau!d tva use hymne iu wiaich thero ia
nonîsense Il

As I ha% e alrcadj, said, Ibis h> mia, ie, m itla but a single cxccp
tiaen. a irost beataîrful cacs. If thon, that dcfcl can bo remavcd
l'y two slight, alteraioas lu it, without ils bcauty bcbng, lu tire
lcant, degrec, marred, whcreb> its saritabieness for arse lu the war-
siaiy uf Gardl will be greatiy iucrcased, Iheso aiteralions abouarl hc
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ily riaT IL. arassxrr.

Tho writer, as arganist for ehurcofrsa saeverai difforeut deno-
minatiaus, bas beu iu a position ta eaminei varions collections of
hymne proparod by comiitee appoiuted by tho govarning bodies
of inxny cburch organixzations, these oommittles clousisting of
prominaint cultured musiciaus ana clergymen. Theeo hymne have
beeu col!oced f rom vçarions sources, tbe majarisy baviog borna tha
test of lame. Tho music cautaiued in theso collections is, as a
raie, dignaflcd and rovorantial vitbout boing unatractlve. haf au
o! %ho tunes have aman&ted froistheb mind. of %ho great masters,-

Beethoven, Mendolsohnbl, llaudel, Ildyai and othars, and a eaux
paent direotar may eaoh Sabbaath preparo samething of permanent
value. Thore are aiea Sabbath sebool bymnais of eimilar char.
ter, but tbey aro ual faund ln cammon ue.

In addition ta thes, howev or, thoeo ecoms la bo, in the opinion
of many wboeo office il le ta direct in tbis malter, a demand for
collections ccntaining thune lighter compositions, with wvorde ta
correspond, whioh are now oommoniy ued ini the aevtional and
especially tho revivai servioces ot tho ohurob. Admittlng that eome
of the compositians af Bis, Sankey '.nd athers are geme whicb
shall endurc, yet tharo are athors of ton inciudcd in the aamocalieo.
tianc oncernlng which taa mueh eau nat be saidi in condamnation.
Why thie dcmand for music cf a differeut character for dilitreont
services bas arisen eanue difflouit la explain. Posbly the expias.
nation wouid bc that of a man who was acouetameà ta ernpioy
what ho oonuidered tho muldar romedies cf tbs bomeopaîhia echool
during the aliments of bis wife and chiidren, but wbeu takan with
a noiero ilîneu bimeoif, sant al once for thealnlopaîbia physician,
remarking that homeopathy wan ail right for woman and bildren.
lu mxueic, as in modiaine, what lasgaod for the father aolabgood
for the children.

la examiuiug thbes compositione lot us firet look aI tbo muerc.
A pastar bas expressedl binisaf tbus :-"l We muet bave sometbiug
cf thie kiud for aur yr.lung pocpl's meeings-sauxetbinghbright and
catcbing. with a swing ta it,"-and Ibis seeme ta deecrite fairly
well the pcpular music ofthis character. Thora ares open or
musical horizon occasianally the popniarsong. Ofienitiedifficuit
ta account for ils popuiarity or to trace ils origin, but nme 11111e
strain bas caugbt tho common fauoy. Sa the uaw raItz t. bch
playod mont freqaantly by tbo orchestras tbrongh the sceon is the
ona with a pranouuccd accent or Ilcatcbing 'l airain.

The question arises: IlArc wo ta take theso methade ta attract
aur yauuig people in our davotional meetings ? - A famuliar
exampleo one cf tbeso composaiins ie but a ergbt, variation cf
the sang,"I The Little Old Log Cabin in the Lance." Threo nambare
in a ollection recently examined briefiy lied the peculiar charao.
teristios in time and accent cf the Jubiles Sangs cf tbe South, and
if acoompauied by tho motions of Iheso colaredl bretbren might be
quite iveird and effective. Il xuigbt bo objected thal a renowned
niosiolan bas receuîly prcnauuoed the Southeru maladies ta embady
the faundatione orfa uew American sohccl of musica; sa l b ecl
bo explained tbat wbile tho rbythm and accent are similar, the
peculiar succession and cambination cf toues whicb praduce tbe
criginality and excellence cf the Niegro maladies; le here wantiug.

It le sald that, upcn tha apening cf the saries of popular con-
certs in New York, Thoadore Thomas etubbcrnly refased ta yield
ta the gancral demand for a ligbter clans cf music, declariug Ibat
ha wauid briug the popular taste ta bis standard and prenant anly
tbat whiob wau lroly valuable, anil ha eucceeded. Tho cburoh bas
a similar wcrk ta do for is young people.

But if the music sourme trilurxg and wcrtblese, wbat cf the
hymne acccmpanying il? The firet and mont important abjection
le tbis - As rapresentatives cf evaxigelical douamanatians tva behiava
tbe Rodeemer cf manhiud, tha Second Persan cf tba Trinity, ta be
tbe equal and ane with tbo Fath or, and yeb tva ailaw tbat Noms to
bo repaated lu a meaningless, frivolous way, and aseociated wih
expressions unsuitabla and ta a îhoughtful persan of ton arraverent.
Tho stop froin carelesenesà ta irrovercuce le ual so great as wa rnay
imagine, wbile that front irrovarouce ta profart:1y le aven lesu. In
the Peainis and Prophats are la ho round expressions, ccucbed lu
bbe pontia imagory cf ancaent flebrow tamen. thal hava a grandeur
about tbenc ; but whcn sucb au expression as 4-the sbadaw cf a
great rock in a weary land" Ile in a menetiugless way radse to
sonnd- a woa.ry land, a wca..ry land, a wea ... ry land," and end
witb a raliicking maTernant dcwu ta the clcsiug Ioula,tbheublimity
le entiroly tact. Thal tbe Negrots and tha Salvalion Army
express truc worsbip in their malaies wv e ualo deny, wbile tva
refuse ta mako tbeir maibade ar owu.

Il naay hcocbiezted thatmany cf these rcusing mnelcd les bave
axpre.sod the genuina caîhusisanin cf large todies, cf people aI tba
annuel conventions af varians sociaties. But Ibare seeme ta bo ln
bctb word. and music cf many cf thezo sangs an appeui simply ta
tbo amotions. Music lu cburch servace ebculd express tha devo.
tianal spirit mare than meraly arcusa ana excites. Thoeaffect upon
cna's feotings proauccd by a bymu muet a! neceity be %trarnt.
Ragbtecus living muet bo faundcd upon more cnduring anfluences.
The result cf tbis omatianal muuio may ho expected tas bo au
emollonal Chriatianity.
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