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Notes on Some ot the Hymns in our Present
Hymnal.
BY REV. T. FENWICK,
No. 38, by Dix, s founded on the visit of tho wiso men to the

infant Jesus. It bogina with the following words:—

** Ag with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold.”

Their being led by the star, their worshipping the infaut Saviour,
and thar presenting to Him costly gifte, are in 1t made corres.
ponding subjects of prayer. The hymn is a most beautiful piece of
dovotional poetry, and therefore, with the correction of one defect
in 1t, ought, certainly, to be rotained in the new Hymnal. The
defect of which | speak, 18 the following. It represents the wise
men as sceing Christ when He was lying in the manger.
** As with joyful ateps they sped
T'o that lowly maunger-bed.” v. 2,

'+ As they offered gifts most rare
At that cradle rude and bare.” v.3.

The shepherds saw the imnfant Jesus in the manger where His
muther laid Him * because there was no room for them in the
ion " (Gr. Kataluma), Bat the wise men saw Him in a *“‘house”
(Lor. wrkta). )

\ery hikely before this vimt, Christ had been presented in the
Temple, which was Jone when Ho was cight daysold. Afterthat,
Juseph and Mary retutned wath Ham to Bethlehen.  The thrung
which tho decree of the Koman bnperor had brought to that town,
had left It was now in its usual state, which was one of quiet-
ness. Joseph was thus able to cbtain a house.

Mauy a Sabbath Schivol scholar only five years of age, knows
better than to matethe mistako which 1 havepointed out. Those
who are famuliar with the story of the visit of tho wise men, can.
uot conscicntion.ly use in worship this hymn in its present state.
It seems to them wuchery Lo sing what tney knuw to be nonscnse.

\ cry oiten, in paintings, wo sce tho shepherds led by a star,
and the wise men worshipping Christ who 18 lying in a manger.
This shows that the artists were mre fanuliar with thobrush than
with the Bible.

1 would now propose alterations in the hymn, hike the fol-
lowing i~

« As with joyous steps they sped
‘T'o tho royal infant's bed.”

-
. -

** As they, glad, went on their way
‘To where He whom they sought lay.”
(or) ** To tho biouse where the Babo lay.”
¢ As they went in joyoualy
To where they that Babe ahould see.” v. 2.

* Asto Hum they homnﬁe paud
By their gifts before Him laid.”

‘* As they Humu their rov'rence showed
By raro gifts on Him bestowed.” v.3

Moro clegant alterations than these may be made, but the
latter show my meaning with sufficient plainness. They remove
tho nonscnsical passages in the hymn thosein which thewisemen
aro roprescnted as sceing the infant Jesus in the manger. If we
should, for ono reason, or another, reject, wholly, or in part,
certain psalms, why should wo use hymns in which there is
nonscnso ?

Aalhasvealready saud, this hymn, ie, with but a singlo cxcep
tion, a most beautiful one. If then, that defect can be removed
by two slight, alterations in it, without ita beauty being, in tho
1cast degree, marred, wheroby its suitableness for uso in the wor-
shiy of God will be greatly increased, theso alterations should be
wade.

Some Modern Church Music.
uY MARY A, NASSETT.

Tho writer, as organist for churchos of ssveral difforont deno-
minations, has boen in & position to examino various collections of
hymns prepared by commuittecs appointed by tho governiog bodies
of meny church organizations, theso committoea oonsisting of
prominont cultured musicians and clergymen. Thege hymos bave
been collocted from various cources, the majority having borns the
tost of timo. Tho mausio ocontained in theso oollections is, as a
rule, dignified angd rovorential without being unattractive. 2Aiany
of tho tunes have emanatad from the minde of thogreat mastors,—

Beothoven, Mondelssobn, Handol, Hadyn and othors, and & com
petent direotor may each S8abbuth prepare something of permanent
valne. There are algo Babbath school hymnals of eimilar ohar.
tor, bat they are not found in cornmon use.

In addition to these, however, thero scems to be, in the opinion
of many whoso office it is to direot in this matter, a demand for
collections containing those lighter compositions, with words to
oorrespond, which ara now commonly used in the devotional and
especially tho revival services of thochurch, Admitting thatsome
of the compositions of Bliss, Bankey ~nd others are gems which
shall enduro, yot there are others ofton included in thesamocolleo-
tiong concerning which too much can not be said in condemnation.
Wby this domand for musio of & different oharacter for different
sorvices has arisen seems difficult to explain. Possibly the expla.
nation would be that of & man who was acoustomed to employ
what he coneidered tho milder remedies of the homeopathio school
daring the ailments of his wife and children, but when taken with
8 eovero illness himsell, sent at once for tho allopathic physician,
remarkiog that homeopathy was all right for women and obildren.
In musio, a8 in medicine, what is good for the father should be good
for the children.

In cxamining these compositions let us first look at the musio.
A pastor has expressed himself thuas :—** Wo must have something
of this kind for our yuung peopla’s meetinge—something bright and
catohing, with a swing to it,"—and this seems to describe fairly
well the popular mueio of this character. There comes upon our
musical horizon cocagionally the popnlarsong. Oftenitisdifficnlt
to aocount for its popularity or to trace its origin, bat some littlo
strain has caught tho common fanoy. So the new walt. to be
played most frequently by tho orchestras through the season 18 the
ono with a pronounced accent or * catching » strain.

The question arises: ** Arv wo to take theso methods to atiraot
our yousg people in our devotional meetings?' A familiar
examplo of ono of theso compositions is bat a slight variation of
thesong, ** The Little Old Log Cabinin the Lane.” Threo numbers
in a oollection recently examined briefly had the peculiar charac-
teristios in timo and accent of the Jubilee Songs of the South, and
il acoompanied by the motions of these colored brethren might bo
quito weird and effective. It might be objected that a renowned
nusgician has recently pronounoced the Soathern melodies to embody
the foundations of a new American gcbool of music; so it ehcald
be explained that whilo the rhythm and accent are similar, the
pecaliar sucoession and combination of tones which produce the
originality and excellenco of the Negro melodies is hero wanting.

It is 8aid that, upon tho opening of the series of popular con-
oerts in New York, Theodors Thomas stubboraly refased to yield
to the genoral domand for a lighter class of music, declaring that
he wounld bring the popular taste to his standard and present only
that which was traly valuable, and he succeeded. Tho church has
a similar work to do for its young people.

But it the music seoms trifling and worthless, what of the
hymps accompanying it? Tho first and most important objection
is this: As reprosentatives of cvangelioal dcoominations wo believe
tho Rodeomer of mankind, the Second Person of the Trinity, to bo
the equal and ono with the Fathor, and yst wo allow that Namo to
bo repeated in a meaningless, frivolous way, and associated with
oxpressions unsuitablo and to a thoughtfal person often irreverent.
Tho step from carcleseness to ixreverencs is not 80 great as wo may
imsgino, while that from irrevercnce to profarisy is oven less. In
tho Pealms and Prophets are to bo found expressions, couched in
tho postio imagery of anciont Hebrew times, that have a grandear
about tham ; but when such an expression as **the shadow of a
great rock in a woary land " is in a meaningless way made to
sound " a wea-ry land, a woa..ry land, a twea..-ry land,” and ond
with a rollicking movement dowa to the closing tonio, tho sublimity
is entirely lost. That tho Nogroes and tho Salvation Army
express trao worship in their melodios wo neod not deny, whils wo
rofase to make thoir methods our own.

It may bo objected that many of these romsing melodies havo
expressod tho gennine cothusizam of largo todics of peoplo at the
annual conventions of varions gocieties. Bus thore seems to bo in
both words and musio of many of theso songs an appeal aimply to
tho emotions. Musio in charch sorvico should cxpress the dsvo-
tional spizit more than merely arouss and oxcite. Tho effect upon
one's foslings produced by a hymn mast of nccoesity bo traneient.
Righteous liviog must bo fouanded upon more endaring inflacnces.
Tho result of this omotional musio may bo cxpected to bo an
omotional Chrigtianity.



