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ASSEMBLhySKE TCHES.
The Journey to St. John-Travelling Comnpanloi

-Notes by the Way-St. John and its
Churches-Thc Opcning Sermon.

S/>ccial Cerrc.pondence.
Ca.iual visitors ta the Union Station on the marning

ot Tucsdny i2th inst., having eyes te set wvould have
bccn impressed witil the tact that an exadus af clergy-
men wvas about ta take place trom the Qucen City, and
thc question « 'whence go they " would have brougbt
t. z asmsuring aaiswer ta the, "Gncral Assembly. " To the
noin-l'resbytcrian these words are net af much signifi-
cance, but te the average Prcsbyterian much every way,
for nt thib highcst Court ef the Church, is transacted
business af the grave3t importance net only ta the
partictilar branch ai the Church calling itseif Prcsby-
tcria -% but also ta the whole country ; for is net the best
iatereiîs of the pcoelc promotcd by the wvise rulings et
this great Church, wvhichi embraces within its fold sa
large a portion et the best thought and highest culture
of tie Great Dominion.

The ja::rney castward wvas made easy by that
theughtfulness wvhicli is gctting te be proverbial cf the
management et what has been fittingly styled IlCanada's
Pride "-the Canadian Pacific Railwvay, for twvc private
coaches beautifully fitted up wcre rcscrved for the special
use of Cenmissioners for St. John. Promptly on time
the train mov'cd off an its enstward journey, and sean
the Quccn City, with its many attractions, wvas lett t
behind. Among the Commissioners on this train wcre
a goodly number of the nmen who by reason et
their variaus gîfts, and pawcrs, and graces are fore-
niost in the Churcli, and wvhosc .prcsence at General
Asscmblv is lookcd for as a nmattcr ot course:
such, for instance, as Dr. Robertson, sometimes
called the "lBislîop et the North-West," that splendid
spccimen alan ardent, kindly, Highland Scot, wvho bas
donc se miuch ta secure fer our brathers and sisters in
thc far West and North, tht inestimable privilege et
hcanring and enjaying the prcached Word tramn the lips
ai se many devotcd and earnest missienaries, tram time
ta time sent ta cccupy the land, te keep and win hearts
for thc Mlaster, and ta keep alive in many hearts tht
sccd planed i earlier Yeats at the hearths and homes
(if our awn loved Ontario, as wvell as in that gleriaus
nid land tram which we get the characteristics of our
race, a heritage ot true nability and worth. 0f ether
iwcll-known anen of the Church wvha were aur travelling
cempanians we may naine Drs. Cochrane, Proudicet,
and the Principal ot Knox, without wvhose presence
the Assembly wvould seeni incomplete. Aniongs. the
youngcr men and ta wvho'oe r.ame ne divinity hall bas
yet added the letters D. D.,* wc make reterence te the
helovcd minister ai St. Andrews', Toronto, than whom
there is none mare cansciencieus, or whose lite contonms
mare sicari> te those glanious principles ai wbich be is
sucbi a loving yet tearless expanent, exemplitying in the
evcry-day events of an extremely busy lite, the faith
w~hich tram% Sabbatlî ta Sabbath is expounded frein bis
pulpit. A truc triend, a fajîbhft pastar, a modest man,
ever resolute for the truth as he believes it te bc, and a
travciiingcomp.ienofincompa-rable charni. None bas
the hi'-h privilege et the closer bond af ftiende.hip with
MNI. Malcdonnell withaut receiving increascd str mngth for
the hatile of lite and a firmer hold on the things that
endure. Butt we must draw the lint here fer as we
wvidea the ý;urvcy and recaîl the m~Any able and deveted
p.1storq.ind layinen who viere fe1lowv-travellers on this
train ore it recched the s.ea girt City, we are consciaus
thlai ta cven naie them would. take up tee mucb space
for the prescrnt sketch. There is net much te note by
the way savin g titat here and there the sameness of the
';cener wîas vanied by sanie beautiful strearn orlakelet.
Particulani>' worthy of mention is the beautitul and
Pictureçque chain of lakes near to and culminating xvith
Lake Sharbet. Atter passing through a very uninter-

esting sketch for mil-,, and miles, these came as a glad
relief ta bath mind and cye. Perth wvas reached in due
dime and hcrc the merry hcarted and genial minded Pro-
fcssor H4art, of Manitoba College, joined aur company.
As the shades of evcgng %voe gathcring round wvc
crassed the Ottawa witt its rushing waters, and its
varied scenes of beauty, and at our feet nestled the cosy
littIe village of St. Anne. lrer pretty and ever memer-
able as the scene of the lever old and ever new and ever
fresh Canadian Boat Sang, so beautifully descriptive of
the niclodjous rhythm af the rapidly flôwing wvater and
the feathiiing oar. On time wc slowly steamcd inte
Montreal. Here our numbers were greatly increased
by a large contingent tram the City and outlying parishes,
and by i select fcv frrnm the capital, in whose number
wvere -Dr. Armstrong, Mr. Herridgc, Mr. MacFarlane,
and af the lay delegates Dr. Tharburn and Mr. Hay,
the former being accompanied by his amiable and accam-
plished wife. These with same few others on the out-
wvard jeurney fromn Montreal occupied the "1Ignace " a
beautitul car, and very genial and delightful ivas the
companionsbip experienced, mnking the latter portion
at our jaurney like the former exceedingly pleasant. The
portion of our jaurney which lay in the State of Maine
wvas almost entirely aongst rocks and brushy tvcads
wvith here and there the beginningof a mauntain and one
or twa lovely streams. He our mind wvas last in con-
templation over the gullibility of sanie men wvho have
posed as statesmen in the years gone by, who wvith the
treshness ot an infant but with ftr Iess sense-for an
infant will hold firmly wvhat is in its hand-yielding ta
grasping people this portion of what nature clearly
shows rightly belonged ta the Canadian people.

At last St. John is reached, and Old Ocean onte
more lie!s at ourlieet, and .-je are glad. What about
St. John ? Well, at first glance you can take in a very
tai: Iy accurate impression as ta its character and
beauties;but you have ta know the heartiness of ils
people nd enjoy thear hospitality before yau can truly
estimar.e it at its worth, and these are being bestowved
upan their visitors with lavish hand. There are many
fine churches in St. John, and St. David's, in which
the Assimbly is convened, is large and rnomy, and
well adapted in most respects for the meetings.

The.cburch wvas well filled when Rev. Dr. Sedgwick,
the Mode'iator, preached bis retiring sermon from the
text, "lTheretore by their fruits ye shail knaw them,"
Matt. Vii t 2o. The sermon wvas a powerft ont tramn
the prcacher's standpoint that the church founded upan
Jesus wvas not like other systems, a creatian af man,
transitary, but tvas real and abiding, and ils fruits were
eternal lite. He dwelt upan the fruits af love, niani-
fested as the eut-growth af the Presbyterian thealogy
which was flot cold. but had donc much ta increase
lave, goodness and liberty, and ta broaden eut inta
ont vast ocean of love ait classes of men. Resting on
these evidences of tht fruits of Presbyterian teaching
as canfarmed ta presenit standards, Dr. Sedgwick urged
caution as ta any fuandamental change.

The Assembly wvas then duly constituted as a court,
and the election of a new Moderator wvas its first busi-
ness. In accardance w-ith the wishes expressed se
miany times and unaninîously throughaut the Church,
Dr. McKay, the "1Hero of Formnosa' " vas elected atnid
the hearty applause and well wishes of the vast as-
semblage. In a few earnest words, expressive af bis
willingness ta give up bis own individual preferences in
the mnatter and accept the tvil ofthe Church as his own,
the new Moderator entered upon his work, wvhich lho
hoped wvculd be conducted in a business-like tvay.
Thursday the chiet business et the Assembly was the
reception and consideratian cf the Hymnal Report, and
in this matter a ver>' intense interest is being taken.
*the discussion was continucd an Friday. Thursday
evening was devoted te the consideration of Home
Mission wvork, and very fine addresses wvcre delivered
by Dr. McMillaui and Mr. Simipson for the Eastern
sections, and by Drs. Cochrane and Robertson and the
Rov. Mr: Macdormcell r-ir the Western.-C.
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