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A MEAN ADVANTAGE.

There were a score or more cf women gatliered te.
gether at Mr. Johnson's lieuse. Mr. Johnson is a
good hearted mnan and a respected citizen, thougi lie
is rather akeptical in some things. The wosnen had
iuat organized "The Foreign Benevolent Society"
;îhen Mr. Johinson entered the roin. R1e was at once
appeaied to, to donate a few dollars as a foundation to
work on, and then Mr. Graham added :

IlIt would be se pleasant in after years tor you te
remember that you gyave this Society its very first
-dollar and ita firA kindà word.

R1e slowly opened his wallet and drew eut a $10
bil, and as the ladies smacked their lips and slapped
their hands, lie asked :

11,Is this Society organized te aid the peer cf fereign
'countries ?",

"Yes-yes-yea 1" they chorused.
"And it wants money V"
"Yes-yes."
"Well, now," said Johinson, as lie folded the bill in

a tempting shapti, "lthere are twenty înarried women
heme. If there are fiftcen cf you who can make oath
that yeu have cembed the dhildren's hair this mcmn-
ing, waslied the dishes, blackened the cook steve, and
mnade the beds, l'Il donate ton dollars.

I have," answered two cf the crowd, and the
ment said :

"Why now, Mr. Johinson?"'
"If fifteen et you can muake oath that your husbands

.are net ivearilgç socks with holes in the heels, the
mouey is yeurs." continued the wretch.

'lJust liar hi !" they exclaimed, eadh one looking,
at the other.0

" If tea of you have beys without lioles in the knces
of their pants; this X gees te thie"Society," sýaid
Johsoni.

" Snch a nian !" they whispered.
" If thiere are five pairs cf stoekings in this rooin

that do not, need daring, l'Il hand over the nioney,"!

"lWell, a fire was kindled, the tea-kittle put on, de
oie woman she is gittini' de supper. All oh a audden,
puif went de steve, zoom; keewish, kuslush went
something, an' as 1 tumbled over, 1 saw de old woman
makin' for de roof wid de tea-kittie qn' de stove-platel
followin' hier, wbile de boys and de gais wuas s braok
wid smut as de ace of spades. De stove's goose was
cooked fur a fact.-

IlWhat ivas de cause ot de 'eplosion?"
"I'm strongly 'clined to believo dat dar wds powder

in dac wood, an, dat de powder was done put in by dat
white man te ketch some thievîn' darkies what nebbor
buys no wood, an' bressed ef i don't think dat man
'spects me, kase lie couldn't find dat note, and won'%
make any 'pologies. "

"Dat arn n outrage."
"Fur a fact, an' de chi1dren'i supper was spiled,

too."

.'GOING TO BE»" ETIQUETTE.

It is always a debatable point of etiquette, whether
hostess or guest make the first moveinent te go te bail,
and thus break up the evening gathering. The guest
may be overconie with fatigue froni a day's journey,
the host may be fidgeting under the strain of en1tertain-
ing, and Ionging for the guest te show some signs by
whiclh lie eau gracefully and hospitably suggest that if;
is growing late, yet neither quite like te appear, as th,,y
thinli, impolite. In fact niany visitera have suffered
agonies in trying te ho agreeable, while the host and
hostess were doing their best te suppress their yawns
and "'make conversation," until chance offered a solu-
tion cf the difflculty There is, however, 'eut oue ruie
to be followed iii this rciationship of host and hostess
and the heur cf retirenient. The host or hostess musb
always take the initiative and say an appropriate word,
as te the lateness cf the heur and the desirability cf go-
ing te bed.-Bostoui B; acon.

lie wvent on.
"Mr. Johnson," said Mrs. Grahani, wvith great I TjiE Heir Apparent has the reputation of being

digiiity, " the rules cf this Society declare that ne! able, on an emergency, te sustain the dignity cf his,
money shial be contributed except by memibers, and,: exalted position, and a recent incident supports this
as you are not a inienîber, I beg that you ivîll withdraw conclusion. It will be rernembered that the Prince cf
and let us proeed with the routine business." Wales presided at the recent banquet, in connection

with the (xordon Boys Home, whichi was attended by
THE CAUSE 0F TIE 'SPLOSION. an unusual, number of persous cf distinction in ail

ranks of life. After the dinner, itiest cf the comnpany,
"I wvould invite you to iny lieuse, Bruddcr Jackson, ' is 'Royal Highniess included, witlidrew te the drawving-

said Deacen Jelinston, as lie enîiergcd f roin curcil last; rooni, %vlere tea and ceffee wcre served, and ameing
Sunday evenùîgi, "but 1 dunnio as we'll gyet any supper these %vas Cardinal 1danniinz. The Prince sent a
dis nlight', de cock- steve arn se dreffully eut cf repair. message te bis Erniinence that lie should likce te speak

"\Xhat's de natter wvid de steve?" ith i hux, and the Cardinal, apparently thinking it
"Why, you sec, cola wedder ain cenxin' on and wood: necessary te support bis pretensions as a " Prince cf

is gettini' kese an' hiigh, an' I've 'structed de folks te the Church," simply replied:. " 1 -stand heme." The
*be bery ekzoneoinical in de nain' ob it. WVe'se bini answer wvas cenveyed te his Royal Higbness, who teck
buymn' mn small lots, an' last niglit, bein' eut ob fuel, I ne notice whatevem, fliougbi Dm. Manning (says our in-
sent one ob iny boys ober te a neiglibor's te borrow a formant) began te shew signas of being uncinfertable,
fewy sticks. De niaxi an' bis fainily bad gene te bed, and te edge forward nearer t" the reyal circle. But it
owin' te de lateness ob de heur, an' dat boy, who wvas in vain. The Prince cf WVales left before long,
wuuld 'apise to do an unhenest transaction, wvrete eut and liaving vindicated lis dignity, his Royal Highness,
his note for de value ob de ivood, and droppin' it in a as lie wua passing eut cf the rooni, followed by his
.preminent place in de wood-shed, shouldered an anm- jsuite, muade a slighlt deteur, and goed humouredly
fuI, an' brouglit it hiomie." wislied the somewvhat disconiflted Cardinal good niglit.

"'jess se." -Noncomfornxst and Indepaident.


