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POPISH INFLUENCE IN CHINA.
No one can bo more sonsible than T am
of the spiritunl poverty of tho Chineso nun-
turo, and of the difficulty which overy
missionsry must oncountor in hisattompts
to punity and onnich it. Lot me give you
an dinstration {rom it years exporience,
at tho closo of which it was our painful
duty to cut off ton from our communion.
Fivo of tho ten wero oxcommunicated on
account of their haviug joined tho Roman
Catholics, of whom ono had left us bo-
cause wo would not assst him iu cortain
diflicultios nbout laud, and tho rest becauso
thoy expocted Lo botter thoir tomporal con-
dition in various ways by entoring the Ro-
mish Church. Most of tho now Roman
Catholic convorts in theso parts aronothing
botter than broad-nnd butter Christians.
Tho expectation of procuring tho help of
tho forcign priests in their lnw-suits, or in
thoir poverty, is tho principal motive which
draws thom into that communion. Whon I
spoko to those five about tho folly and sin-
fulnoss of tho step they wore on tho point
of taking, thoy told mo frankly that they
were beliovors in the truth as it had beou
taught to thom Ly us, that thoy hadno
faith m the distinctive tonets and practices
of tho Romish Church,and that if wo would
only give them the help which thoy sought
thoy would abide with ns for ever. Thoy
woro told, of course, that we would not
have thom at any prico, that thoy wore
mere deceivers, and that thore is no room
in tho truo Church of Christ for Christians
of their type. I have notrcen thom since,
but I kuow they have found their way into
tho Romish communion, having, I havo no
doubt, most conscientiously promised to
renounce Protestantism and the devil! To
them tho whole affuir is o mere commercial
transaction. Of luto nearly all tho churches
here havoe suffered more or lossfrom the in-
fluenco of this Romish policy on our con-
verts. The fact that men who have been
mombers for years, and who are well in-
structed in Christian truth, can be led
astray in this pitiablo fashion, shows how
thoroughly sceular the Chineso mind is in
its native condition, nnd how hard itisoven
for Christianity to spiritualize and cunoble
it. No one cau know better than tho mis-
sionary himself how woak, ignorant and
jmperfect some of the convertsare. Among
#lie oldest Christians in this place aro to
bo found the coldest and most lifeless; and
among those who have joiued us in recent
years not & fow have shown themselves to
bo unblushing hypocrites. But in spite of
all defections and disappointmonts, the
kgdom of God 18 taking root and spread:
ing. Many of the converts aro long-tried
Christians, who show in their lives that
thoir hearts ha. been changed by tho
Spirit of God, snd ovince their genuino
dovotion to Christ by their efforts to make
known tho trath to their friends and others.
For instance, one of our deacons, who Is a
ripo Clristian and an excellent preacher,
has taken to Sian’s place at tho hospital,
and is giving his services gratuitously to
tho roission. This has cnubled us to trans-
for Sian to Hiau-Kan withuot increasing
the staff of our pasd agents. It is an inter-
ssting fact also that Wei, our othor ovan-
polist in that district, is supported by tho
native church at Hankow. This littlo

church looks aftor its own poor also, and
defrays all incidental oxpenses connected
with public worship.

On my last visit to the Wei villago in
Hiau-Ean, Ihad a boautiful ilustration
of the influence of & godly life upon the
heart of & parent. A young man of that
villago joined the church about threoe years
sinco. His father was bitterly opposed to
the step, and up to my last visit conld not
bo persusded to come near me, On.yo
last visit, however, ho came to see me, an
in course of conversation, said, “I kuow
shat there is a Holy Sf‘irit in the religion
of Josus.” He was asked how he knew,
and his reply was, ‘I know because the

heart of my son has beon changed since
ho beeame o Christian, and heeause ho iy
& now man ultogethor.” o then told me
that his henrt opposition to Christinnity
had passed nway, and that he hoped soon

“in which great numbore of these mon.’

to follow in tho footateps of his son. This .

testimony in respect to the change in the
son 1 know ta b truo,  He i unguestion
ably n new man altogothor.

At the Liu village, in the Hiwu-Kan
distriot, n lopor was recontly baptized.
Ho is the scholar of the wvillago, and
though a loper, a man of somo influcuce.
On my provious visits he condacted him-
solf with much haughtiness. It could bo
onsily soon that he was taking in overy
word and overy idea; but he seemed to
treat tho mossnge with sullen contempt.
On my last visit ho ccmo foward as u can.
didato for Baptism; and on being cate-
chised, ho cvinced a romarkable riponess
of knowledgo. He was as hmmblo asa
child, and us respectablo as ho could be.
Aftor his baptism I askod him to pray, and
ho offored up ono of the most remnrkable

rayers I have evor hourd from Chinese
ips. Iloft him still a loper in body, but,
so far as I could judge, wonderfully cloans-
od in soul,

On my lnst journoy I had an illustration
of tho difforetico botween the Romish and

tho Protestant modo of propagating the | ato,

faith in China. ! moet with a Roman

Catholic native evangolist, who gave mo |

somo intoresting dotails concoruing his ther to bo reached. It aims at loast to
work and his mode of carrying it on. His this oud, and presses toward it.

main occupation consists in going nbout
the country baptizing dying children. Ho
appoars among the heathen as a native
doctor, offors his l)ills and powdors gratis,
and avails himself of the opportunity to
sprinkle tho child with u fow drops of holy
water in tho sacrod name, and thus rescues
tho soul of the child from the *Infants’
Hell." Wheon asked it he seriously belioved
that a fow drops of water could make
such & momontous differenco between ono
child and another, and that the good and
just Lord, whom heo and 1 \vox:s]n.ped,
carried on his government on principles
8o unrighteous and absurd, his only roply
was that such ave the tonchings of his
Church, and that it is for him simply to
beliove and obey. I advised him to read
the New Testament, and to tako his creed
direct from it. I was told subse(glently
that ono of our nativo assistants had offor-
od him a copy of the New Testament, but
knowing that it wasto hima forbidden
book, ho declined to accopt it. While con-
vorsing with this man, I could unot but
contrast his igoorance with the superior
knowledgo of our nativo ovn.ngohsp, nn-d
thank God that our propagandism in this
vast empiro is based on the Word of God
and insoparably associated with its open
and wido spread circulation.—Rez. Griffith
Fohn, in Christian World.
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FARMERS AT MEETING.

Every ono needs the benefit within him-
self of the public Sabbath service; and
the farmer not least. The farmeor’s lino of
life, like overy other, bas its peculiar
dangoers along with peculiar advantages
and opportunitics. Ho lives somewhat
more by himself, usually, than most other
men; ano hahas space thus for quietness
and for reflection, and hence for strong in-
dividual growth, Hoe is independent, too,
somewhat, in comparison with most other
men; and this tends in the same direction
to make him strong in himself. Some of
the best specimens of American manhood
have grown up under these conditions.
But such & man might easily be too much
alone. His thonghts might sottle down
too much upon his farm and his occupa-
tions on it. He might come to think too
little of ns socinl relations and his public
daties. He might miss the refinement
that may come through wider intercourse

with men, and tho enlargement that re-
sults from ontering freely into associated

action with others. Such a thing some-
times happens, and the independent and
stout-minded husbandman becomes cramp-
od and fixed in narrow bounds of thought,
and degenorates toward roughness and
boorishness. This is, and has been, the
exposuro of an agricuitural life, tho world
over, and in all ages.

That our American farmers o generally
escapo it is due in part to our form of gov-
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; strong individuality to relations with the
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crnment, with the engagement it involves, :
and in n very large puart also to the wor- i
ship of our churches on the Sabbath Day. l
happily, aro acenstomed to have n sharo.

They have spr el need of nttendancs
upon these sorvices,  Wo do not sny
groator noed than other mon, who have
their own peculinr exposures also in other
ways; but a special need. upon the
grounds already roferred to. Tho public
worship of God on the Sabbath contri-
butes to supply tho vory clemeonts in the
furmer’s life that might othorwisoe bo want- j
ing. It lifts his thoughts abovo his farm,
whilo it does not mako distasteful for him
his work as« farmer. It brings onlurging
concoptions and refining scontimonts to
bear powerfully upon him. It puts lus,

welfaro of other men; and into harmony
with tho purposes aud the law of God. It
takes him thus beyond the being a firmly-
planted and sagacious tiller of the soil,
and makes him also n steadfast, consider-
widoly-looking, bonovolent and pious
man—heyond which there 1s nothing fur-

And the
sume kiud of nfluence is oxerted upon the
furmer’: wife, and upon his sons and
daughters. And they all need it. |

Now we might have begun and stopped '
with saying that it is tho duty of overy
man to nssist 1w maintaining the public |
worship of God, and to attend upon it;’
and that the farmor has no right to neg- i
lect it; which is most true. But wo
chooso to state it, as we have, in a some-
what broader form, and to point out n'
Jittle the obviousnoed the farmer Las, for
his own sake, to becomo engaged in theso
public oxcrcises of roligion. And oven i’
wo were to say nothing of interest beyond
this world, it would still bo true that for
the growth upon these farms of manhood
and womanhood strong aud enlightencd
and refined, attendanco upon the orderly |
and instructive and clovating services of |
the Sabbath Day cannot be dispensed
with.

These things are sometimes forgotten or
slighted. ‘The mischiefs we have spoken |
of have followed, and they are appearing l
now in many households. There is ncea ,
that ministers and active Christians in all '
our country towns should turn their .
thoughts and efforts diligently in thus
direction. And there is need that all far- ;
mers ospecially should do it themselves.
We suppose most of those to whomTthis
paper goos are already regular attendants ,
upon Sabbath worship. But thero} may ‘.
be some who are in danger of becoming in- |,
constant or irresolute in it, or the children |
may be in danger, or the young men and
women who are just setting up]house-
holds for themselves. All good principles
and purposes need to be sometimes look-
ed over and strengthoned. Strongthen
this. Do not mind harnessing the horses !
it you live at a distance from the place of
meeting; you will be paid for the work.
The horses thomselves, you growing more |
counderate with this varioty of Suuduy |
tro vel, will not get harm by their labors.

If you have to walk, walk. = Your soul wil
be refreshed, and your bodyjon the whols
botter.cared for than if you settled down
all day at home. Somo of us have had
oxperieuce in this matter, as well ag ob- |
servation, and we know theltruth of what
we are saying.

Do not begrudge the money it may take
for tho somewhat better ¢! 'hing you may !
think ¥>ou must get for your wife or your-
self. Perhaps you both need it ; tmdY per- l
haps you cannot put your money to any i
better use. But quite likely yourgdressis
well-enough as it 15. And anyway, if you ',

o to tho right sort of a meeting, you wil |
earn thoro as well as anywhere how to bo

mindful of decency and xeal comelircss, | 487 & 490 Yonge 8¢, Cor.

and careless of vain show and fashion.,
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