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Within the last year or two we have had published in tho
Toronto Weekly Globe portraits and biographical sketches of theso
three cminent scientists; and this fact constitutes one of tho
unmis.akable signs of tho rationalistic tendencies of this age—a
tendency which is not confined to tho cultured clnsses, but per-
moates tho commonalty of the people. A fow years ago no nows-
taper could mention Darwinisin or the name of Darwin without
denuncigtion or cheap ridgicule. They would tell us that accord-
ing to Davwin ¢ man camo from a monkey,” wo had a * baboon
for our great grandfather,” cte., and this stuff readily passed mus-
ter 0ot only as good wit but crushing argument. Nor was the
bad wit and worso logic confined to country cditors and Joval
preachers, but the same stock was vigorously vended by the re-
spectable theologian and quasi theologico-scientist.

Theso things are now, howoever, quito changud. Weo find tho
uamoes ay the head of this article commanding respect, if not ad-
wiration, almost cverywhere. In publishing tho portmits and
tketches of theso scientific rationalists tho Glode (which, br the
¥ay, will hardly bo suspected of any partiality towards “ infidel-
#§”) has not ono word of disparugement or derogation. Of Dar-.
¥in it say8 :

“Tho namo of Mr. Darwin is moro familier to the generul pub-
& than that of any other living natural philosophcr, not even
tscluding Tyndall or Huxley, whilo Lo is second to none in the

2ount and importanco of the contributions ho has made to phy-
Sal geience.  Ho is noted for tho possossion of a preeminent

of that faculty of observation on which all true scientific
togross i3 based. * * * Ho hss furnished to the world a

larger collection of noew and valuable facts in natural history thau
any other observer, except, perhaps, Linnacus, and even his most
pronounced opponents make no attempt cither to underrato the
value of his labois or question his sincerity and single-mindedness
as a philosopher.  Tho system which goes by bis name, and of
which he is to some extent only the unconsctous anthor, has hosts
of ndherents in many lands, oven more on the coniinent of Europo
thanin cither Great Britain or America. * * *  Asmight
be expected, 3r. Darwin’s eminent services in tho causo of science
bave been amply recognized by the various homo and forsign
scientific sociotics, of several of which he is a member, and from
moroe than one of which ho has reccived honorable marks o dis-
tinction.”

Of Prof. Huxley, whose portrait and sketch appeartd last
April, tho Globe says:

“ A high authority has told us that thn man who makeas two
blades of grass to grow where only ono grow before deserves bet-
ter of munkind and does more essentinl servico to his conntry
than the wholo raco of politicians put together. Like most
aphorisms from the same source, this saying is pregnant with
truth, and commends itself to the judgment of all who read it.
And if tho principlo be sound, the subject of this sketch hius been
a greater public benefactor than many whoso names are more fiv-
quently at tho tip of the public tongue. In an age cminent for
acientific discovery and reeearch, Thomas Henry Huxley has
won a position second to that of no man of hisage. * * His
style, both as a writer and 18 & lecturer, is remarkable for clear-
ness and  torseness of expression. * *  Most persons wheso
minds are freo from bias recognize in him ar honest expounder of
2 rationsl faith, tho first object of which is tho discovery of truth.
* * Yo isn bold and foarless thinker, who s not to be turned
aside from plain scientific conclusions at tho bidding of any man.
* * Whilo many may doubt the accuracy of some of his con-
clusions, no ono can doubt that they have been conscieatiously
arrived at, and that they legitimately follow from what scientific
men regard a8 fixed premises.”

Of Tyndall, who appears in tho issuo for May 17, 1878, tho
Globe thus speaks :

#Yn common with his friend Prof. Huxley, ho possesses in a




