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too liard for the Lord? Ife is as
able as lHe i8 willing to do for tîtetu al
that tbey need. H1e ean exempt thitet
iron trouble, or su pport tlîen lt it, or
deliver tiiem out of It. lus power bas
divi]ed tlte sca, brougbit watcr front the
fiinty rock, and burst open the doors of
the iniprisoned. And wliile the Chris-
tian does not uow expect an), iiraculous
interposition on blis bebaîf; ho believes
that the omnipotence of Goal shall shield
him fremt ail real harm, and shmall bring
lxim at last in safety te the lieaveîtly
kingioxun.

Now, it is titis intelligent faittb in God,
and these riglit feeling,-s towards Hinm,
that give the Cliristian these songs in tbe
niglit. Thus exercised, Job vas able to
sav in Itis best moments, IlTIte Lord
gave, the Lord bath taken away, blessed
bc the naine of tbe Lord." TÉlus ex-
erciscd, lPaul and Silas at midnigltt qau-

Praiss te God in the prison at Philippt,
ivieterfeet wem'e malle fast iu the

stocks. Thus exercised, the apos,,tie,
wlien told thtat the thorn iu the fiesh
mxust remain, exclaitued, "lMost gladly

wilI 1 rather giory, in nîy iufirmitieq, that
the power of Christ xnaY rest upon me?'
Thus execised, the prophet could ex-
claitu, iu the midst of tbe loss of the fruit
of field, fold and stall, IlYet will 1 rejoice
in the Lord, 1 wvill rejoice in thc God of
my salvation."

WVlo gives thtese songs lu the iligit ?
tGoa nim, 'Maker." Noîîc but Hie can

givc thiese 0I.gs Te beart cannot tunte
tscif te sitt«I themu. Left te itsl it

weuld give 1'brth nothitîg save the low
wail of sorrow, if net tbe w'ords of bitter
and sitîfil fault-finding with God. Nor
eau auy fellow-creature give thiese songs.
One inay be instrumntital in lielpiung
anotber te sing thiie, but * ni>y instru-
mental. The words of <ivine. truth lie
mnay (liote, or the arguments based
thereon, nîay banish the sorrow and sue-
plant it with joy ; but tiien, after ail, mt
is ettly iustruîueutality. The Christian
eau de notluing of iiscîf as att agent
to give conxfort, to otiirs. lias lie -not
otteîî expermenced titis? lias lic itot,
for exaîtiple, ofteît talked anîd rea:îtieil
with the spiritualiy dsrseand % et
bis efforts have proved 1rtiitless,? 1I.c>
he itot felt, as the darknes antd dsr
were as grmat ats ever, thtat miett but Ile
wiie maîde the heuart cait dispel its -loubt,

banish its fears, anid stili its trenibllng?
Those who, wvien in trouble, ask the
question, IlWhiere is God lit, Maker,
Wbo givcth songs iii tbe niglit ?" arc
congcious that God is the on1l%1 $ouret:
wbienee aid can corne. Witlî David tlîvý
say, Il I will lift up mine eyes to tl<.
bis, front wlbence coînleth my bielp. Mi1
liclp coîîîeti frot the Lord-(." Mark tiat
lanutage of appropriation-Goi] jaG
Makcer-God, wiîo lias miade iiy io~
and Wh'o alonie tan grive tie lbod atvm
raimient anti sîtelter àaîtd deliverance iii
danger-God, -Wbo bas miade uxy sotiL
and Who alone eau give nie peace alid
qtiuetncss ofluiand-Go<, Wbo bas cietv
tue a new creature in Christ Jesus, l11î.1
who alonc cati give me correct views u:
blis providentialf dispen.,ations, cicar di1-
coveries of myt) interest ii tîte blfflsitgf,
of the cverlasting covenaut, gracious ait]
coniforting experiences-, impllicit coîi-,
dence ii lis al)ilitv aud willincness t>

prct tlat whicbi concerneth ne-ti,
GdimyGoï1, in Hiu 1 trust, to Iliui

I lookY-.
ais it wvith us the season of nighit? 1Vt

sliould sing ot only should We 1101
nauritur, ive Qbould be eîteerful. "4le.
joice evermnore, y-ca, I say unto voxl.
Retjoite." Ahuitouil iu the valle; df
Baca, we sbould sing as we go. Tli".
ivili be for our spiritual. beaitb and c(ui.
fort: tbis ivili redound to the gîore (o.
God. 'Not that wc sbould be stoical;- fur
religion reflues our sensibilities andâtx
lows us to wccp. Bîtt even wlicn vu.,
eye-s are blindcd with tears, ]et our liead,1
be ftlled with. qeace and our tongtite
witlx uîelody. To attain titis state ivi
mnust trust in Gol-in lis wisdotn, 1L
grooenessq, lis power. We must tuieditair
tipon the dtesigti of affliction. It g-luu
fies God. Wec it not for the niglbt i
,euld never se the glory of God ini t1x
starrv firmnaucut. Aud so wcre,, it tuaý
for tie niglit of affliction, there arc iààatvi
festations of the divine cliaracter 1v
whiich WC sboîtld reinain straî,cn
Afliciion is alsoa de,4igned tobellefitt'l

cîe.The trce iss.e%-creiy priivd tLe
it tn;iv becutie ilore làrîttfll. T-ý

sîretskif i tsil titat a,
littil, tîîav be luj;pedulff atîd tue iu'Qv
i.LvV'l. 'lceilctsmany a,
in thxe st Ne hc lii s to occttl)y a1 Il'.
portanît place in a beautifultcit
Mienî, too, afflictions are comiparat".ît:'1


