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too hard for the Lord? Te is as
able as He is willing to do for them all
that they need. He can exempt them
irom trouble, or support them in it, or
deliver them out of it. His power has
divided the sea, brought water from the
flinty rock, and burst open the doors of
the imprisoned. And while the Chris-
tian does not now expect any miraculous
interposition on his behalf, he believes
that the omnipotence of God shall shield
him frem all real harm, and shall bring
him at lastin safety to the heavenly
kingdom.

Now, it is this intelligent faithin God,
and these right feelings towards Him,
that give the Christian these songs in the
night. Thus exercised, Job was able to
say in his best moments, ¢ The Lord
gave, the Lord hath taken away, blessed
be the name of the Lord.” Thus ex-
ercised, Paul and Silas at midnight sang
praises to God in the prison at Philippi,
while their feet were made fast in the
stocks. Thus exercised, the apostle,
when told that the thorn in the flesh
must remain, exclaimed, “Most gladly
will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me.”
Thus exercised, the prophet could ex-
claim, in the midst of the Joss of the fruit
of field, fold and stall, “ Yet willIrcjoice
in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of
my salvation.”

Who gives these songs in the night ?
*“ God my Maker.” None but Ile can

ive these soi.gzs. The heart cannot tune
itself to sing them. Left to itself it
would give forth nothing save the low
wail of sorrow, if not the words of bitter
and sinful fault-finding with God. Nor
can any fellow-creature give these songs.
One may be instrumental in helping
another to_sing them, but only instru-
mental.  The words of divine truth he
may quote, or the arguments based
thereon, may banish the sorrow and su

lant it with joy ; but then, after all, it
18 only instrumentality. The Christian
can do nothing of himself as an agent
to give comfort to others.  Ilas he not
often experienced this? Has he not,
for example, often talked and reasuned
with the spiritually distressed, and acet
his efforts have proved fiuitless?  Ilas
he not felt, as the darkness and distress
were as graat as ever, that none but Ile
who made the heart can dispel its doubts,
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banish its fears, and still its trembling ?
Those who, when in trouble, ask the
question, * Where is God my Maker,
who giveth songs in the night ?” ar
conscious that God is the only sourct
whence aid can come. With David they
say, “Iwill lift up mine eyes to the
hills, from whence cometh my help. M;
help cometh from the Lord.”  Mark the
language of appropriation—God 1y
Maker—God, who has made my bod;.
and who alone can give me food and
raiment and shelter and deliverance i
danger—God, who has made my soul.
and who alone can give me peace and
(uictness of mind— God, who has created
me a new creature in Christ Jesus, anl
who alone can give me correct views of
his providential dispensations, clear div
coveries of my interest in the blessing
of the everlasting covenant, gracious and
comforting experiences, implicit conf-
dence in His ability and willingness ts
perfect that which concerneth me—this
God is my Go4, in Him I trust, to Iin
I look.”

ds it with us the season of night ? We
should sing. Not only should we nf
murmur, we should be cheerful. ¢ Re
Jjoice evermore, yea, T say unto you,
Rejoice.”  Although in the valley
Baca, we should sing as we go. Ths
will be for our spiritual health and conr
fort : this will redound to the glory ¢
God. XNout that weshould bestoical ; for
religion refines our sensibilities and &
lows us to weep. But even when vz
eyes are blinded with tears, let our heart
be filled with peace and our tonguy
with melody. To attain this state w
must trust in God—in Iis wisdom, H
goodness, Iis power. We must meditate
upon the design of affliction. It glur
fies God. Were it not for the night w
should never see the glory of God in th
starry firmanent. And so were it ng
for the night of affliction, there are man:
festations of the divine character iy
which we should remain strangen
Aflliction is also designed (o benefit oy
selves.  The tree issevercly pruned the
it may become more frutful. Ty
surgeor’s knife s used that a diseasd
i may be lopped off and the Lo
saved. The chisel cuts many a stk
in the stune which is to vccupy an i
)i"ormnt place in a beautsful tempk

1en, tou, afflictions are comparatie]




