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Americans have no vivid picture of the mighty drama of'
Magna Charta; of the English people demanding that a written
record be made of their centuries-old rights. And when it was
written and presented to, John Lackland, he answered, "I will
neyer grant such liberties as will ir ake me a slave." And England
rose in arms and confronted. John, and then he signed. And the
next day he was in arrr s*against what he had signed, and brought'
over foreign troops. And the history of England for the next
eighty years is the histry of the siruggle for the enforcernent
of the charter. At last, Edward I., before ail the people in West-
minster Hall, burst into tears and adn'.itted that he «was wrong;
and -while later kings evaded the charter, not one denied that it'
was the law. When this picture is unfolded before Airerican'
youth, and when they read the words wfritten seven hundred years
ago: " We will flot go ggainst any man norr send against him, save
by the legal judgment of his peers or by the law of the land, "
then they will realize that their right to live in full enjoymnent,
of the liberty guaranteed by those words «as established by an
imniortal struggle; and that when our fathers cam-e to Airrerica,
no0 matter from what country, they stepped at once into f ull enjoy-
ment of that right. We can.not afford flot to have that f act and
the picture of that struggle. indelibly -written upon the mmid of
every boy and girl in America.

Some months ago a man was locked up in Indianapolis upon
the charge of ioitering. He had not loitered, but the police, sus-
pecting hlm to be a criminal, made this charge to keep hlm in
jail while they looked up his record. By co.-nmand of the Judge'
the sherjiff brought the man into our Circuit Court in order that
the lawfulness of Fils detention w. ight be deterrmmned. The Court
found the detention unla;wful and the prisoner «was set f ree. This
is the process of habeas corpus, and it is so familiar and B0 matter-
nf-f act that «we have forgotten that wýe oxe anybody anything
for it.

Ainericans neyer stop to think that from the earliest records
of the Elnglish law, running back centuries, no f reerr an could be
rightfully detained in prison except by the legal judgirent of bis
peers; and when Magna Charta s0 deelared, it only declarcd «bhat


